Distinguished guests, presenters and delegates,

Welcome to the First Workshop on the Social Implications of National Security (2006) organised by members of the Research Network for a Secure Australia and the Centre for eBusiness Application Research at the University of Wollongong. In this workshop we focus on the theme of information security measures upon citizens and business.

This workshop is quite unique, not only in its intent but because it has brought people from diverse backgrounds together. We have multidisciplinary perspectives from information technology, law, management, criminology, sociology, and history, from academics, practitioners, and former members of government.

If I can mention but a few names and take a moment to go through the program, may I highlight papers by Professors Roger Clarke and Marcus Wigan, Margaret Jackson, Simon Bronitt, Peter Croll, and Mary Barrett. We are also honoured by the presence of Mr Chris Puplick, former Privacy Commissioner of NSW.

I have been asked on a number of occasions to comment on what the workshop hopes to achieve. In short, I hope it is that we learn to analyse the critical problem of national security from different lenses.

In reading the submitted papers the following words are used widely in different contexts by numerous authors-

· Privacy, Identity, Surveillance, Dataveillance and Social control

· Unique ID, Smart Cards, Biometrics and RFID, Trajectory

· Judicial involvement, Legal rights, Legislation, Regulation

· Vulnerability, Risk- Perceived and Real

· Principles, Human rights

· Purpose, Ethics

I hope you all leave the workshop today with new ideas, approaches, considerations and responsibilities, to not only make Australia a more secure country in these unpredictable times but know more about how to face the real challenge of ethically integrating information security technologies into society.
We will be recording today’s proceedings and making this available to the general public for download. Finally, I would like to personally say, how exciting it is to see so much support and enthusiasm for this workshop- we have about 100 people present today and the workshop has already received quite a bit of attention from the press, including radio interviews on ABC and SBS.
On behalf of the workshop committee, have a great day, and I encourage you to network during the breaks.

Thank You.
