BUSS951: Assignment 1


Models, Concepts, Statements and Theories





You are required to select two research papers within the same field or area within the information systems discipline. The selected research papers must be in the form of journal articles, published chapters, or published conference papers available in the Micheal Birt Library at the University of Wollongong. Specifically excluded are papers from the BUSS951 reader, working papers, any form of web-based publication, as well as any form of review paper. The research papers must be one of the fields or areas actively studied by researchers in the Department of Information Systems (look at the relevant web sites to identify the research interests). 





Answer the following questions using an Essay Genre:





1. 	Kling (1980, 151) states that "[a]ny observation or claim about the uses or consequences of new computing technologies... rests on an array of assumptions about these issues, however implicit." Identify the theoretical, methodological and substantive aspects of the selected papers. Identify the epistemological and basis of these papers. 





2.	Kling (1980, 151) argues that it is important to study the critical social aspects of computing in organisations and to analyse the assumptions that influence and inform the work of researchers. Furthermore he states that "[a]nalysts do not select random sets of concepts to examine computing: they cluster... concepts into coherent bundles which constitute a perspective on social life." 





In the research papers that you have selected, identify the concepts being employed in each of the research papers in order to identify ontological basis of these papers. Give examples of the statements used in these papers that are used by the authors to organising these concepts into ‘coherent bundles’. Identify any models and theories that are being used, developed or are referred to in these papers (either directly in the form of citation or indirectly by inference). 





Requirements, Length, Contribution, and Due Date


The maximum length of this Essay is 2,500 words. As per the Subject Outline, this Individual Assignment contributes 15% to your final mark. It is due at the beginning of the lecture in Week 5 (24/8/01). Late Assignments will attract penalties as described in the Subject Outline.





Structure, Weights, and Marks


Your assignment must conform to the Essay Structure in the file Writing in Commerce (based on Woodward-Kron 1996) using an argument described in the file Constructing an Argument. Both of these files will be available on the BUSS951 intranet from Week 3. The weights and marks for components of this assignment will be provided next week and will be based on the Essay Structure. 





Research, References, and Citations


It is expected that students will demonstrate active researching of the topic. A reference section is compulsory regardless of topic. All References and Citations must conform to Departmental Standards. If you are unfamiliar with these then consult the BUSS951 Intranet.





