BUSS213: Assignment 1 (2001) 

Descriptive Analysis of an Existing Multimedia Title or Web Site

Choose any actual multimedia title including for example, an educational or training CD-ROM, an enhanced music CD-ROM, or a web site and analyse in detail no more than four screens or pages according to the general categories introduced and described below. Note that if you are analysing a web site you are precluded from using the University of Wollongong website. 

1.
Users and Usage Scenarios 

You are required to first identify the actors (stakeholders) and the tasks they must perform using the multimedia title or web site. Usage scenarios are for each task and type of actor are written up in the form of Use Case Descriptions. This method will be described in a file to be placed on the BUSS213 Website.

2.
High-level Interface Components

Identify the parts of the interface that enable users to gain access to the content in the title. High-level interface components and/or templates (see Lecture 2) consist of controls or groups of controls and widgets that are organised together to enable users to access the content provided in the multimedia title or web site. How do various high-level components interact with one another?

3.
Details of each Interface Component

Identify and describe the specific controls used in each Interface Component. How do they work together to assist a user in accessing or manipulating content in the multimedia title or web site? How does each control interact with the other controls within the interface component?

4.
Navigational and Link Design

Identify the (i) type(s) and scope of navigation system used on the weblet (Hierarchical, Global, Local, Ad Hoc); (ii) all integrated navigation elements (Navigation Bars, Frames, Pull-down menus etc.) and, (iii) any supplemental or remote navigation systems (Table of Contents, Index, Site Maps, Guided Tours etc.)- if any that may be used. You must be able to describe and justify your conclusions.

5.
Search Design
Identify any search features explicitly or implicitly used in the multimedia title or website as a whole and for the selected weblet in particular. You are expected to be able to identify the different search modes and describe those that are supported at the site (fielded searching, familiar query language, long or complex queries, reusable result sets). Determine if (i) searching and navigating are closely related; (ii) whether the search results are compatible with the look and feel of the title or site; (iii) whether search options are clear; (iv) whether the selected search options or engine fit the requirements of the audience(s); and (v) effectiveness with which the search engine displays results. You must be able to describe and justify your conclusions. If no search capabilities exist with the multimedia or web site then answer this part of the assignment by designing one for this site- describe and justify your conclusions.

Requirements, Length, Contribution, and Due Date
Students are required to inform the lecturer prior to the Lecture of Week 3 by email of the selected multimedia title or website. When you are composing the email, please use exactly the following the subject name of A1-213-01. This permits the use of a mail filter to send all of these responses to a standard area in my inbox. 

The maximum length of this case study report is 2,500 words. As per the Subject Outline, this Individual Assignment contributes 15% to your final mark. It is due at the beginning of the lecture in Week 5 (24/8/01). Late Assignments will attract penalties as described in the Subject Outline.

Structure, Weights, and Marks
Your assignment must conform to the Case Study Report Structure, which will be described in a file to be placed on the BUSS213 Intranet called Writing in Commerce. The weights and marks for components of this assignment will be provided next week and will be based on the Case Study Report. 

Research, References, and Citations
It is expected that students will demonstrate active researching of the topic. A reference section is compulsory regardless of topic. All References and Citations must conform to Departmental Standards. If you are unfamiliar with these then consult the BUSS213 Intranet. 

