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Animal Ethics Secretariat
Research Services Office
Telephone: 02 4221 3350
rso-aec@uow.edu.au
	


2020  (V2019.4)
APPLICATION TO USE ANIMALS IN 
FIELDWORK RESEARCH OR TEACHING 
 
Please provide the following versions of the completed application:
· 1 signed document (original) and 1 additional photocopies.  Please note signatures should be obtained from all investigators and the Head of Unit before the application is submitted in time for the Agenda deadline of the AEC meeting.
· 1 electronic copy in Word format submitted to rso-aec@uow.edu.au, submitted by the agenda deadline.
THERE MUST BE NO ALTERATIONS BETWEEN COPIES.

The ‘Code’ and ‘Clauses’ referred to in this form relate to the “Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes” (2013)

The Code is legally binding and investigators must be familiar with the relevant sections, especially section 2.4 which sets out responsibilities.

This form must be completed in plain English so that all members of the Animal Ethics Committee can participate effectively in the assessment of the application (Clause 2.7.3).


SECTION 1:  ADMINISTRATION 

1.	Title of project

	













1.1	Principal Investigator & Alternate Principal Investigator

The Principal Investigator has ultimate responsibility for the care and use of animals in the project and must ensure that all people involved in the project meet their responsibilities (Clause 2.4.5).  (Please note HDR students cannot be the PI or Alternate PI)

	Title:
	First name:
	Family name:

	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile):

	Email:





The Alternate Principal Investigator will assume the responsibilities of the Principal Investigator during any absence of the Principal Investigator and must be named here even in projects intended to have a sole investigator. The Alternative Principal Investigator must be associated with the institution. 

	Title:
	First name:
	Family name:

	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile):

	Email:

	

	



1.2	Status of this application  
	Please indicate whether this application is:
	1.2.1	A new project
	Yes
	
	No
	


	1.2.2	A renewal or a significantly revised current protocol	
	Yes
	
	No
	


If ‘Yes’, please indicate:
	Animal Ethics approval number
	

	Species used
	

	Number of animals used to date
	



1.2.3	An application, which has been submitted previously or concurrently to this or 
	another Animal Ethics Committee	
	Yes
	
	No
	


			If ‘Yes’, please indicate:
	Reasons for resubmission or concurrent submission
	

	Name of other Animal Ethics Committee
	




1.3	Proposed dates

Approval may be granted for up to 3 years. Renewal is required annually and may only take place upon satisfactory submission of an Annual Report.

	Proposed date of commencement
	

	Proposed date of completion
	




1.4	Location

Please provide details of the location/s where the research will take place. For example address or name of National Park/Marine reserve etc.

	






1.5	Funding

	1.5.1	Has funding for this project been sought from an external organisation?

	Yes
	
	No
	


		If ‘Yes’, please indicate:

	Name of organisation
	

	Amount of funding sought
	$

	Outcome of funding application
	



	1.5.2	If a funding application is/was not successful, will the project still go ahead?

	Yes
	
	No
	



1.5.3	If the project is to proceed without external funding, how will the costs of the project be met?

	







1.6	Work health and safety (WHS) and environmental hazards

1.6.1	Will the project involve infectious, toxic, radioactive, carcinogenic or other agents that may be harmful to personnel or animals?
	Yes
	
	No
	


			If ‘Yes’, please indicate:
	The name and type of the hazardous agent
	

	Have you checked WHS guidelines on statutory requirements for the hazard in question: https://chemalert.rmt.com.au/uow/index/index.do
	

	Have you undertaken a risk assessment?
	

	Is the risk assessment attached?
	

	Are any additional precautions to be taken in accordance with statutory requirements that are not included in the risk assessment? 
	

	Have relevant personnel be notified?
	




1.7	Gene technology

1.7.1	Does the project involve any genetically modified organism or animals?

	Yes
	
	No
	


			If ‘Yes’, please indicate:
	Nature of the genetic modification
	

	Stage of Institutional Biosafety Committee application and approval number if applicable
	




SECTION 2:  JUSTIFICATION FOR USING ANIMALS

The Code requires the Animal Ethics Committee to make a judgement on whether the proposed use of animals is ethically acceptable. This must balance whether the effects on the wellbeing of the animals is justified by the potential benefits. Consideration of the effects on wellbeing must extend throughout the animal’s lifetime, including acquisition, transport, breeding, husbandry, use, and provisions at the conclusion of the project (Clauses 1.4 and 2.3.4).

Applications must be written primarily for an interested lay person, not a specialist. The use of specialist language may delay processing of the application. Plain English must be used so that all members of the Animal Ethics Committee can participate effectively in the assessment of the application (Clause 2.7.3).
· Refinement of techniques used to minimise the adverse impact on animals (Clauses 1.1, 1.5 and 1.6)

2.1	Aims and project summary

In lay language, summarise the aims and methods (including an outline of what will be involved for the animals). This should not exceed 200 words.

	









2.2 	Significance

Comment on the significance and merit of the project with reference to relevant literature.

	






2.3	Ethical justification

One of the Code’s Governing Principles requires a judgement to be made as to whether the potential
effects on the wellbeing of the animals is justified by the potential benefits of the project.

2.3.1	Outline what will happen to the animals directly involved in this project. Please clearly indicate anything that may cause pain, distress or otherwise impact adversely on the animals’ wellbeing. 

	








2.3.2	Please indicate any potential adverse effects on animals not directly involved in the project and indicate how these effects will be avoided or minimised. This should include non-target species and animals that might be affected by the presence of research activities in their habitat.

	








2.3.3	Please indicate the highest impact on animals that will occur as part of this project 

(Please see Appendix 1 for a description of the following procedure codes) 

	
	Observation Involving Minor Interference

	
	Animal Unconscious Without Recovery

	
	Minor Conscious Intervention

	
	Minor Surgery With Recovery

	
	Major Surgery With Recovery

	
	Minor Physiological Challenge

	
	Major Physiological Challenge

	
	Death As An Endpoint1

	
	Production of new lines of genetically modified animals2




2.3.4	The Code requires that projects may only be undertaken to:

· Obtain significant information relevant to the understanding of humans and/or animals,
· Maintain and improve human or animal welfare
· Improve animal management or production,
· Obtain significant information relevant to the understanding, maintenance or improvement of the natural environment, or
· Achieve educational outcomes in science, as specified in the relevant curriculum.

Please describe how this project will meet one or more of these criteria; your description may include citations of key references.

	







2.4	The ‘3Rs’

The Code emphasises the principles of the ‘3Rs’: replacing, reducing and refining the use of animals in research wherever possible. . In addition, the NHMRC has published the ‘Information Paper: The Implementation of the 3Rs in Australia’.


2.4.1 	Replacement. Explain why it is necessary to use animals in this project, describe what alternatives to animals have been considered and explain why these alternatives are unsatisfactory.

	





2.4.2	Reduction. Describe how the design of the study will ensure that the number of animals to be used will be the minimum required to obtain valid data.

	





2.4.3	Refinement: Please indicate any measures that will be taken to safeguard animal wellbeing, minimise potential pain or distress and promote a positive state of wellbeing. 

	




2.4.4	Please indicate whether this project could contribute to new developments in the 3Rs and if so, please outline the nature of such outcomes.

	






2.5	Repetition of previous work

If the project repeats previously reported experiments, please summarise the reasons why this repetition is necessary.

	










SECTION 3:  STUDY DESIGN

Specialist guidelines to wildlife field surveys are available at:  http://www.animalethics.org.au/policies-and-guidelines/wildlife-research/wildlife-surveys

Additional information can be found in section N1 of the NHRC ‘Guidelines to promote the wellbeing of animals used for scientific purposes’: https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/publications/attachments/ea18.pdf

3.1 	Type of animals

Animals must be suited to the purpose of the project, taking into account their biological characteristics, including morphology, physiology, behaviour, genetic makeup, temperament, behavioural conditioning, microbiological and nutritional status, and general state of health (Clause 1.17).

3.1.1 	Provide the common and scientific names and approximates ages and sex of the animals which will form the basis of this study.

	





3.1.2	Justify in terms of experimental design or educational outcome why you have chosen 	these types of animals.

	





3.1.3 	Are any of the species likely to be encountered this this project (including non-target species) threatened, endangered and/or on the IUCN Red List?

	Yes
	
	No
	



	If ‘Yes’, please indicate which species and their status on the IUCN Red List.

	






3.2 	Numbers of animals

The number of animals used must be the minimum necessary to achieve the proposed aim(s) and to satisfy good statistical design. Reducing the number of animals should not, however, result in greater harm to an individual animal (Clauses 1.21 and 1.24).

3.2.1		Is the number and species of animals known or is this a survey or population estimate in which the information will be provided retrospectively in the annual report or as required by the AEC? Please provide details below. 

	





3.2.2	Describe the experimental or observational study design and the tentative plan of analysis.  

Include information such as how many animals will be allocated to each treatment or other grouping and how, and what statistical techniques are intended to be used to analyse the data.

	





 3.2.3	Provide a justification for the number of animals used in the design. 

	Where applicable, justification must include the results of appropriate statistical procedures such as power calculations and should not rely solely on previous convention. Where statistical justification is not applicable, please explain why.

	If referencing prior research in the justification, summarise the relevant results and provide a brief explanation of how the information obtained from it was used to determine the numbers proposed.

	








3.3	‘Best Practice’ and the PREPARE AND ARRIVE Guidelines 

As a response to concerns regarding the reproducibility of animal research, the ‘Best Practice Methodology in the Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes’ was published in 2017 to support the design and reporting of projects in all areas of research where animals are used including wildlife, biomedicine and agriculture.

The Australian and New Zealand Council for the Care and Use of Animals in Research and Teaching (ANZCCART) has endorsed two sets of guidelines to help address the problem of lack of reproducibility. These are:
· The PREPARE Guidelines which were developed to assist in the planning of experiments; and
· The ARRIVE Guidelines which were developed to improve standards of reporting of experiments. These guidelines are now endorsed by over 500 scientific journals as well as funding bodies, universities and academic organisations.

Further information is available at norecopa.no/PREPARE  and  nc3rs.org.uk/arrive-guidelines


3.3.1	Have you consulted the PREPARE Guidelines when designing this study?

	Yes
	
	No
	



3.3.2	Do you expect to be able to apply the ARRIVE Guidelines when preparing the results of this study for publication? 
									
	Yes
	
	No
	



3.3.3	If ‘No’, please explain what measures will be taken to ensure that the design and reporting of the study will meet the aims of the ‘Best Practice Methodology’ document.

	






SECTION 4:  TYPE OF STUDY 

	4.1	Does this study involve observation only?                           Yes
	
	No
	



	If ‘Yes’, please proceed to question 4.2.

	IF ‘No, please proceed to question 4.3 ‘Studies involving trapping and/or capture’.

	4.2 	Studies involving observation only



4.2.1 	Where will the observations take place?
	



4.2.2 	What is the duration of the planned observations? Please list for each site.
	



4.2.3   	Please provide a description of how you intend to conduct your study. You may wish to develop an SOP, and attach it.  You should include a description of any bait or equipment to be used such as cameras, recording equipment or lights. If you are using multiple techniques please include a description of each. Remember to keep acronyms and scientific jargon to a minimum so that all members of the AEC may understand it.
The use of flow charts is encouraged.
	




4.2.4 	Please list all factors that may impact the welfare of the animals being observed (and any non-target species) e.g. from habitat disturbance and or use of equipment and explain how any possible adverse effects will be minimised and /or monitored.
	




4.2.5 	Attach a copy of the template you will be using to record the numbers and types of animals observed.  Please note you will be requested to submit a copy of your monitoring records when submitting your Annual Review Report each year. Consult fieldwork monitoring policy at http://www.uow.edu.au/research/ethics/UOW009373
Is a copy of the template attached?  
	Yes
	
	No
	



4.2.6	Please specify the scientific endpoints of this project and state the reason(s) for selecting these.

	




4.2.7	Other than the scientific endpoints specified above, what factors affecting the wellbeing of animals would lead to premature termination of the study (e.g. mortality rates, adverse effects on the species or habitat etc) and how would these be assessed?

	



For studies involving observation only, please now proceed to Section 6.

	4.3   Studies involving trapping and/or capture



It must be assumed that procedures that would cause pain and distress in humans would also cause pain and distress in animals (Clause 1.10).

Steps must be taken at all times to safeguard the wellbeing of animals by avoiding or minimising pain or distress (Clause 1.11).

Information on avoiding or minimising pain or distress in animals is available from the Animal Welfare Officer and may be found in the NHMRC ‘Guidelines to promote the wellbeing of animals used for scientific purposes’ available at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea18 .
4.3.1  Why is it necessary to capture animals?
	



4.3.2 What alternatives to capturing have you considered? (eg spotlighting, remote camera etc)
	



4.3.3 	Describe how and where you intend to trap or capture animals for your study.
	





4.3.4 	 Trapping/capture methods 
You may refer to a pre-existing Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) with variations as appropriate, or develop a new SOP.  In your description, please include the following information where relevant:
	




4.3.5		 Number of traps set per site
	



4.3.6		 Maximum number of sites operating at a given time
	



4.3.7		 Minimum number of people attending traps
	



4.3.8	Both the frequency and time of trap checking, including approximate start and finish time
	



4.3.9		Maximum number of days or nights per trapping session
	



4.3.10		Maximum number of trapping sessions per year
	



4.3.11	Size of traps, nets etc. (include pictures if possible). Note: If pitfall traps are to be used, the NSW Department of Primary Industries guidelines must be followed. See www.animalethics.org.au/policies-and- guidelines/wildlife-research/pitfall-traps  
	



4.3.12		Bait, food, bedding etc. inside trap; protection around trap
	



4.3.13	Methods of handling or restraining animals
	



4.3.14	How long animals will be kept/held before release, how they will be kept, and if they will be transported; explain how.
	



4.3.15	How will the safety and welfare of the animal be ensured during the release process?
	



4.3.16 If lactating mammals or marsupials with pouch young are trapped, how will they be managed?
	



4.3.17 	List below all factors that may have an adverse effect on the welfare of the animals during the trapping process, include how you intend to minimise, monitor and manage such welfare issues e.g. injury from traps, stress from trapping, predation, inclement weather etc.  Include also impact on animals not intentionally caught e.g. by-catch.  
	



4.3.18 List the procedures you have in place to deal with emergencies that may arise in the field, including emergency contact details.
	





4.3.19 Please provide here the details of the Veterinarian who will provide assistance or advice if required including the practice name, veterinarian name, business and After hours contact details.
	





4.3.20 	Attach a copy of the template you will be using to record the numbers and types of animals to be trapped and/or captured. Please note you will be requested to submit a copy of your monitoring records when submitting your Annual Review Report each year. Consult fieldwork monitoring policy at http://www.uow.edu.au/research/ethics/UOW009373
Is a copy of the template attached?  
	Yes
	
	No
	


4.3.21 	Are animals to be kept for longer than 4 hours?  
	Yes
	
	No
	


	If ‘Yes’, please provide the following information:
· Your reason(s) for holding animals –eg:- to ensure release is at the correct time of day for the animals’ wellbeing, for observations, experimental procedures, collection of samples etc.
· Details of how you will transport the animals  (if applicable) including distance, caging used, number of animals per cage, temperature control, provision of water and food where applicable, any possible adverse effects, and how these will be managed.
· Location of animal holding facilities (if applicable), details of cages or other housing (dimensions, materials, bedding, provisions for shelter, environmental enrichment etc.), number of animals per cage and reason for this number, type and frequency of feeding and monitoring.
	



4.3.22	Please describe what will happen to the animals during the time they are held.

Any factors that may adversely affect the animals’ wellbeing must be described clearly and steps taken to minimise this impact indicated clearly in each instance. Include details of all experimental procedures.

	




If tagging, sampling, or tracking devices are to be used provide details here, including details of how the devices are applied, the weight of the device and how the devices will be removed or retrieved.

	




If drugs, including anaesthesia, are used please provide all details.
 
	




If surgery is being performed, please provide all details.

	




The use of flow charts is strongly encouraged.   

	




4.3.23	Will any additional samples be collected for bio-banking purposes that may be useful for future studies, and if so how will these be stored, catalogued and made available? 
	





4.3.24 	Include here any other details that will assist the AEC in assessing impact of this project on animal welfare.
	



4.3.25	Please attach a copy of the sheet(s) you will use to monitor animal feeding and welfare, and, if applicable, welfare during and after any procedures.  Include a checklist of possible adverse effects of holding and/or procedures. Please note you will be requested to submit a copy of your monitoring records when submitting your Annual Review Report each year. Consult fieldwork monitoring policy at http://www.uow.edu.au/research/ethics/UOW009373
	




4.3.26 	Please specify the scientific endpoints of this project and state the reason(s) for selecting these.

	




4.3.27	Other than the scientific endpoints specified above, what factors affecting the wellbeing of animals would lead to premature termination of the study (e.g. mortality rates, adverse effects on the species or habitat etc and how these would be assessed?

	





5	Fate of the animals

5.1	What will happen to the animals at the completion of their involvement in the project? 

	




5.2	If animals are to be released back into the environment, where will this take place and how? What measures will be taken to ensure that animal wellbeing is maximised? 

	Note: Under section 109 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act, it is an offence to liberate, anywhere in New South Wales, any animal other than a homing pigeon or a captured animal that is native to New South Wales.

	






5.3	Rehoming.

The Code requires that opportunities to rehome animals should be considered wherever possible, especially when the impact of the project has been minimal and the animal’s attributes indicate that they can be introduced to a new environment with minimal, transient impact on their wellbeing (Clause 3.4.2).

Would it be possible to rehome any of the animals at the end of the experiment? If ‘Yes’, please contact the Animal Welfare Officer for advice on procedures. 

	Yes
	
	No
	


5.4	Humane killing

For information on humane killing of animals please contact the Animal Welfare Officer and/or consult the NHMRC ‘Guidelines to promote the wellbeing of animals used for scientific purposes’ available at http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea18.

If animals are to be humanely killed:

5.4.1	Where will this take place, who will perform it and what is that person’s experience in the technique?
	
	




5.4.2	How will it be done? Details including type of agent, route of administration and dose must be provided where applicable.  

	




5.4.3	How will death be confirmed, and will you be performing a secondary method of euthanasia to ensure death has occurred?

	




5.4.4	How will any dead animals be disposed of?  

	




5.4.5 	Can excess animals or tissues from this protocol be made available to other protocols, other researchers?

	Yes
	
	No
	



If ‘Yes’, please indicate what tissues (below) and inform the Animal Welfare Officer or animal care staff for advice upon commencement of the project.

	







6   	Permits

6.1	If this application involves the use of native, imported, and/or protected species, then a copy of the relevant permit must be supplied with the application if available. If not yet available, please forward a copy to rso-aec@uow.edu.au upon receipt.

Has an application been lodged for the relevant permit?

	Yes
	
	No
	
	N/A
	


If ‘Yes’, please indicate:

	Type of permit
	

	Authority issuing the permit
	

	Permit Number and expiry date if available
	

	Is a copy of the permit attached?
	



If ‘No’, please indicate how the permit requirements will be addressed.
	



6.2	Does this project involve the re-use of any animals or fauna survey sites that have been the subject of previous research?

	Yes
	
	No
	
	N/A
	



If YES describe what has been done with these animals previously (Provide protocol number and institution if previous protocol not UOW.)

	





SECTION 7: PERSONNEL

Investigators have personal responsibility for all matters that relate to the wellbeing of animals that they use, including their housing, husbandry and care. This responsibility extends throughout the period of use approved by the AEC until provisions are made for the animal at the conclusion of their use (Clause 2.4.1)

Persons providing animal care or conducting procedures with animals must be competent in those procedures or under the direct supervision of someone who is competent. Training and competency assessment must be in accordance with institutional and Animal Ethics Committee policies (Clauses 1.29 and 2.4.4).

7.1	Investigators  (Please note HDR students cannot be PI or Alternate PI)

	Principal Investigator

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





	Alternative Principal Investigator

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



*UOW animal welfare and ethics training is required for all PI’s and alternate PI’s.
*All UOW co-investigators that will be involved in the handling/observation of live animals or that are project supervisors or advisors are also required to undertake UOW Animal Welfare and Ethics training.	
	
		



	Co-Investigator 

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:


	Date of last UOW Animal ethics
 and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Co-Investigator 2

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:	

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics
 and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision


	
	

	
	

	
	


			
		Co-Investigator 3

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics
 and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	Co-Investigator 4

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics 
and welfare training
	

	PLEASE DETAIL BELOW FOR EACH ACTIVITY TO BE UNDERTAKEN

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



For additional co-investigators, please insert an additional table for each person.	

7.2	Support staff

Suitably qualified support personnel such as animal care staff may provide advice, training and routine animal care, but will have no interest in the outcome of the project described in this application.

	Support staff 1

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics and welfare training
	

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	




	Support staff 1

	Title:
	First name:
	Surname:
	

	Qualifications:
	Position:

	Phone (business hours):
	Phone (mobile/after hours):

	Email:

	Business postal address:

	Date of last UOW Animal ethics and welfare training
	

	Procedure(s) to be performed
	Documentation of competency or arrangements for training/supervision

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	
	
For additional support staff, please insert an additional table for each person.

7.3	Volunteers

Will any of the participants in this project be contributing in a voluntary capacity? This includes staff or students of the University of Wollongong who will be performing tasks that do not form a direct part of the position in which they are employed or enrolled.
	Yes
	
	No
	



If ‘Yes’, please provide details of the terms under which volunteers are recruited and engaged.

	





7.4	Breaches of Animal Research Authority or Animal Supplier’s Licence

Have any of the people participating in the project had an Animal Research Authority or animal supplier’s licence cancelled?
	Yes
	
	No
	



If ‘Yes’, please provide details including the name of the person, the date on which the authority or licence was cancelled, who cancelled the authority or licence and the reason for the cancellation.

	









SECTION 8:  DECLARATIONS BY INVESTIGATORS

All investigators must sign this application.

8.1	Declaration by Principal Investigator

· I certify that if approved, the use of animals in this project will be in accordance with the NSW Animal Research Act, the “Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 2013” and any conditions imposed by the Animal Ethics Committee. 

· I accept responsibility for the conduct of all procedures detailed in this application and for the supervision of all personnel delegated to perform any such procedures.  

· I confirm that all those whose signatures appear below have read this application and have received training in their responsibilities under the Code.

· I am satisfied that the use of animals is ethically justified on scientific, educational or diagnostic grounds.


	Name of Principal Investigator
	Signature
	Date

	

	
	




8.2	Declaration by other investigators

· By signing below I confirm that I have read this application and agree to my participation in the proposed work.

· I certify that if approved, I will ensure that any procedures involving animals that I conduct as part of this project will be in accordance with the NSW Animal Research Act, the “Australian Code for the Care and Use of Animals for Scientific Purposes 2013” and any conditions imposed by the Animal Ethics Committee. 

· I am satisfied that the use of animals is ethically justified on scientific, educational or diagnostic grounds.


	Name(Please Print)
	Signature
	Date

	 


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	

	


	
	




8.3	Declaration by Head of Unit

I have read this application and am satisfied that the use of animals is ethically justified on scientific, educational or diagnostic grounds.

	Name (please print)
	Signature
	Date

	

	
	

	Position

	





Appendix 1.

PROCEDURE

Enter the highest appropriate alphanumerical code (P1-P9) from those listed below to describe the type of procedures carried out on the animals in the project. The descriptions given are a guide only.  
Where 'Death as an endpoint' or 'Production of genetically modified animals ' applies, animals must be placed in these categories (P8 or P9) rather than any others which might also appear appropriate.


	Procedure Code:
	
Description:

	P1
	Observation Involving Minor Interference
Animals are not interacted with or, where there is interaction, it would not be expected to compromise the animal's welfare any more than normal handling, feeding, etc. There is no pain or suffering involved.
Examples
· Observational study only
· Breeding animals for supply, where only normal husbandry procedures are used
· Breeding or reproductive study with no detriment to the animal
· Feeding trial, such as Digestible Energy determination of feed in a balanced diet
· Behavioural study with minor environmental manipulation
· Teaching of normal, non-invasive husbandry such as handling and grooming

	P2
	Animal Unconscious Without Recovery 
Animal is rendered unconscious under controlled circumstances with little or no pain or distress. Capture methods are not required. Any pain is minor and brief and does not require analgesia. Procedures are carried out on the unconscious animal which is then killed without regaining consciousness.
Examples
· Laboratory animals killed painlessly for dissection, biochemical analysis, etc
· Teaching surgical techniques on live, anaesthetised patients which are not allowed to recover following the procedure

	
P3
	Minor Conscious Intervention
Animal is subjected to minor procedures which would normally not require anaesthesia or analgesia. Any pain is minor and analgesia is usually unnecessary, although some distress may occur as a result of trapping or handling.
Examples
· Injections, blood sampling in conscious animal
· Minor dietary or environmental deprivation or manipulation, such as feeding nutrient-deficient diets for short periods
· Trapping and release as used in species impact studies 
· Trapping and humane euthanasia for collection of specimens
· Stomach tubing, shearing

	P4
	Minor Surgery With Recovery
Animal is given appropriate regional or general anaesthesia with as little pain or distress as possible. A minor procedure such as cannulation or skin biopsy is carried out and the animal allowed to recover. Depending on the procedure, pain may be minor or moderate and postoperative analgesia may be appropriate. Field capture using chemical restraint methods is also included here.
Examples
· Biopsies 
· Cannulations
· Sedation/anaesthesia for relocation, examination or injections/blood sampling
· Castration with regional or general anaesthesia and post-operative analgesia

	P5
	Major Surgery With Recovery
	
Animal is rendered unconscious with as little pain or distress as possible. A major procedure such as abdominal or orthopaedic surgery is carried out and the animal allowed to recover. Post operative pain is usually considerable and at a level requiring analgesia.
Examples
· Orthopaedic surgery
· Abdominal or thoracic surgery
· Transplant surgery 

	P6
	Minor Physiological Challenge
Animal remains conscious for some or all of the procedure. There is interference with the animal's physiological or psychological processes. The challenge may cause only a small degree of pain/distress or any pain/distress is quickly and effectively alleviated.
Examples
· Minor infection
· Minor or moderate phenotypic modification
· Early oncogenesis
· Arthritis studies with pain alleviation
· Induction of metabolic disease
· Prolonged deficient diets
· Polyclonal antibody production
· Antiserum production

	P7
	Major Physiological Challenge
Animal remains conscious for some or all of the procedure. There is interference with the animal's physiological or psychological processes. The challenge causes a moderate or large degree of pain/distress which is not quickly or effectively alleviated.
Examples
· Major infection
· Major phenotypic modification
· Oncogenesis without pain alleviation
· Arthritis studies with no pain alleviation
· Uncontrolled metabolic disease
· Isolation or environmental deprivation for extended periods
· Monoclonal antibody raising in mice

	P8
	Death As An Endpoint
This category only applies in those rare cases where the death of the animal is a planned part of the procedures and animals die but are not euthanased.  Where predictive signs of death have been determined and euthanasia is carried out before significant suffering occurs, they may be placed in category P6 or P7.
Examples
· Lethality testing (including LD50, LC50)
It does not include: death by natural causes; animals which are euthanased as part of the project; animals which are euthanased if something goes wrong; animals euthanased for dissection or for use as museum specimens; or accidental deaths. 

	P9
	Production of genetically modified animals
This category is intended to allow for the variety of procedures which occur during the production of genetically modified animals. As animals in this category may be subjected to both minor and major physiological challenges and surgical procedures, this category reflects the varied nature of the procedures carried out. It effectively includes ALL animals used in GM production other than the final progeny which are used in a different category of procedure.
Examples
· Initial breeding animals for GM production
· Animals culled as part of the GM production process
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