Bachelor of Arts in
Western Civilisation
A degree for the
intellectually fearless

Delivering impact for
a better world

Contents
Delivering impact for a better world

3

About the School of Liberal Arts

4

Core Subjects

6

How to apply for the Course & Scholarship

12

Career Outcomes

14

UOW is a leading global university powered by our people, partnerships and
communities.
Throughout our global network, UOW works together with industry, research
partners, governments, communities and other universities to address society’s
critical economic, environmental, social and medical challenges.
Together with our partners we are delivering impact for a better world.
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The University of
Wollongong inspires
a better future through
education, research
and partnership.

The University of Wollongong (UOW) is a global community
of learners, researchers, experts and leaders.
A benchmark for Australia’s new generation of universities,
UOW is recognised internationally for the quality of our
education, research impact, and industry and community
engagement.
A research-intensive university, we are an international
network of campuses and regional learning centres. In
addition to our Australian metropolitan and regional
campuses, we deliver world-class teaching to students in
the United Arab Emirates, Hong Kong, China, Malaysia and
Singapore.
We have formal agreements with more than 400
overseas institutions in 46 countries spanning research
collaborations, teaching collaborations, credit
arrangements, articulation arrangements, study abroad and
exchange programs and offshore program delivery.
As the Australasian member of the University Global
Partnership Network (UGPN), UOW’s strong international
outlook is demonstrated by partnerships with peers and
industry, government and community-based organisations
across the world.
UOW provides solutions that support emerging businesses
and transform existing industries by helping them to adopt
advanced technologies and innovative systems. We create
environments where entrepreneurship and innovation
can thrive so research can be rapidly transferred into
commercial products and services.
A dynamic university recognised for our innovative spirit
and agility, UOW plays a fundamental role in driving social
and economic change in communities across NSW and
Australia. Generating over $2.5 billion in gross output
annually, we are leading locally by competing globally.
Strategic partnerships between the University,
entrepreneurs, industry, business and government are
accelerating innovation and our transformative projects are
reshaping communities, research, education, healthcare
and industries for the future.
With our communities, the University looks to create a
positive future from the new opportunities that will arise
during challenging times ahead.
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About the School of
Liberal Arts
The School of Liberal Arts was founded in 2019. Its flagship Bachelor of Arts in
Western Civilisation degree is an original and distinctive liberal arts program – one
that is historically rich yet forward-looking in focusing firmly on contemporary
concerns and questions. In creating opportunities for respectful conversations
between Western and non-Western traditions of thought and art, it answers to the
needs of a multi-cultural 21st century.
At its core, our Bachelor of Western Civilisation degree
comprises 16 period-based and philosophy-focused
subjects. Each subject is designed as a thematic intellectual
adventure centred around masterworks that figure in the
great legacy of Western Civilisation.
Our unique educational enterprise seeks to instil the
epistemic virtues characterised by the spirit of open
questioning in all of our students. They will learn how to
think – and how to think well – not what to think. They will
develop the interpersonal skills and virtues needed for civic
participation in rational discussion and argument.
Students will learn tolerance and mutual respect as they
consider how divergent and sometimes competing ideas
and ideals – both those stemming from within and beyond
Western traditions of thought and art - can interact and
inform each other. Students will learn how these ideas
matter, for good or ill. The degree will create authentic
opportunities to better understand the ideas of thinkers
of very different traditions, including culturally distinct
traditions. Our students will learn why focusing on great
achievements of Western civilisation should never involve
denigrating great achievements of other traditions and why
all of these deserve our attention.

You will study the core of your
liberal arts degree in a small
cohort with some of the brightest
students in Australia.

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN WESTERN CIVILISATION

Are you ready to discover the enduring insights of the
greatest thinkers, poets and artists of Western civilisation?
Are you curious about the forces and factors that enabled
distinctively Western achievements, such as those that led to
the birth of modern science in the West?
Through the study of great works of art, literature, religion,
science, philosophy and politics, you will become part of a
conversation about ideas that have changed the world as
we know it. The skills you acquire from participating in this
conversation will equip you for meeting the contemporary
challenges humanity faces today with insight, openmindedness, and the ability to reflect on the nature of what
is true, right, and good.
In a learning environment of small, focused groups, you
will join a conversation that has been going on since
the days of Plato and Aristotle in which you will hear
from diverse voices within and beyond it. And you will
grapple with questions that touch upon our deepest
humanistic concerns — about love, death, truth, justice,
beauty, democracy, and the challenges of being and
becoming an individual within a society.

OUR VISION

The creation of our Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation
degree opens up a new chapter in Australian higher
education. An education in the liberal arts, unlike that
of a purely technical or scientific kind, seeks to produce
graduates who are capable of reflective understanding –
graduates who can stand back, appreciate and think well
about topics of lasting of foundational importance in our
lives.
Our students are equipped to be intellectually humble yet
fearless in their evaluation of possible answers to the most
difficult and abiding questions. Our aim is to create erudite
and articulate graduates who are capable of and invested in
pursuing their own education and personal enlightenment
for the good of all.

DURATION
Single degree 3 years full-time or double degree
combination 5 years full-time.
SCHOLARSHIPS
$30,000 per year of the degree (up to 5 years)
CAMPUS
Wollongong’s main campus
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COURSE CODE

UAC CODE

3019

753100 (Single Degree)
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What you will
study?

Core subjects

You will study great
masterworks of art,
literature, philosophy,
politics, religion and science
and be challenged to address
the deepest and most lasting
questions raised by those
works.

Degree Structure

Studying alongside some of Australia’s best and
brightest students, you will add your voice to Western
civilisation’s on-going, great conversation.
The focus of our Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation
is on providing students with personalised opportunities
to explore and be transformed by their engagement
with exemplary masterworks that rate among the most
outstanding achievements of Western civilisation.

All students are required to complete the following 16 core
Western civilisation subjects within their single or double
degree combinations.
FIRST YEAR

—

WCIV101 - The Great Conversation

—

WCIV102 - Classics of Ancient Greece

—

WCIV103 - Wisdom, Truth and Reason

—

WCIV104 - Aesthetics: Masterpieces of Western Art
and Architecture

—

WCIV105 - Classics of the Roman Republic and
Empire

—

WCIV106 - The Good Life and the Virtues

SECOND YEAR

—

WCIV201 - Classics of the Middle Ages and Early
Renaissance

—

You will develop informed and reasoned views about
significant contemporary concerns, benefiting from
what you learn from engaging with great works of the
past.

WCIV202 - Early Modern Philosophy: Rationalism
versus Empiricism

—

WCIV203 - Philosophy of Religion: Reason, Faith and
Revelation

—

WCIV204 - Literature of the Late Renaissance

—

WCIV205 - The Rise of Western Science

UOW’s Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation is inspired
by highly successful liberal arts programs around the
globe: including, those offered by Columbia University,
New York; St. John’s College, Annapolis and Santa Fe,
and St. Olaf College, Minnesota. UOW’s degree is a
unique blend that combines key elements from each of
these ‘great book’ programmes. It has additional design
features that make it unlike any other ‘great book’
programme in the world.

—

WCIV206 - Classics of the Enlightenment and the Age
of Revolutions

Students can choose to complete a single Bachelor of
Arts in Western Civilisation degree or a double degree
combination with:
—
—
—
—

Bachelor of Laws
Bachelor of International Studies
Bachelor of Creative Arts
Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics

THIRD YEAR

—

WCIV301 - Thought and Reality: Idealism versus
Realism

—

WCIV302 - Classics of the Modern Era

—

WCIV303 - Philosophy of Democracy: Britain, America,
Australia (Capstone)

—

WCIV304 - The Self in Western Thought and Art

HONOURS YEAR (OPTIONAL

First Year
WCIV101: THE GREAT CONVERSATION

This subject is foundational for the entire degree. It
provides basic training on how to approach great works
and prepares students for studying this degree. Students
are introduced to an updated idea of Hutchins’ (1952)
‘the great conversation’, becoming acquainted with the
educational vision that underpins their liberal arts degree.
Focusing on exemplary ‘works of genius’, students learn
how to engage with and appreciate great intellectual and
artistic masterpieces. In each case, students confront the
philosophical questions raised by the work. They explore
how great works of Western civilisation speak to one
another across the ages and how those works might be
viewed from diverse perspectives, both within and beyond
Western traditions of thought and art. Students learn how
their studies will advantage them in their lives and careers
and discover why a liberal arts education is of contemporary
relevance.
Key readings: Hutchins, ‘The Great Conversation’; Baggini,
How the World Thinks (selections). Loos, Ornament and
Crime. Freud, Mourning and Melancholia; ‘The Moses of
Michelangelo’; Henry James, The Golden Bowl. Jane Austen,
Pride and Prejudice (selections); Martha Nussbaum. Love’s
Knowledge (selections); Schopenhauer, “Genius and Virtue”;
T.S. Eliot, Tradition and Individual Talent; Tolstoy, What is
Art? (selections); Vasari, Lives of the Most Excellent Painters,
Sculptures, and Architects (selections).
WCIV102: CLASSICS OF ANCIENT GREECE

Ancient Greece produced some of Europe’s finest and most
lasting works of fiction, history and theatre. In this subject,
students will become acquainted with a sample of these
great works, exploring Ancient Greek ideas and ideals of,
for example, Aretê; heroism; tragedy, comedy, and beauty.
Students will assess the relevance of these ideas and ideals
to contemporary concerns and thought.
Key readings: Homer’s epic poems: The Iliad and The
Odyssey (selections); Hesiod, Theogony; Works and Days
(selections); Aeschylus, Agamemnon; Sophocles, Antigone;
Euripides, Medea, The Trojan Women; Aristophanes,
Lysistrata; Frogs; Aristotle, The Poetics (1-16).
WCIV103: WISDOM, TRUTH AND REASON

This subject examines philosophical conceptions of wisdom,
truth and reason prominent in ancient times and today. It
introduces students to theories of truth; theories of knowledge; sophistry; scepticism; and classical and non-standard
conceptions of logic and reasoning.
Key readings: Plato, Republic; The Apology; Theaetetus;
Aristotle, Rhetoric, Prior Analytics, Categories, Topics;
Metaphysics (selections); Sextus Empiricus, Outlines of
Pyrrhonism; Carroll, ‘What the Tortoise Said to Achilles’;
Nāgārjuna, The Fundamental Wisdom of the Middle Way.
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Second Year

Students also engage with the work of following
contemporary authors: Simon Blackburn; Harry Frankfurt;
Miranda Fricker; Jay Garfield; Edmund Gettier; Graham
Priest; Duncan Pritchard; W. V. O. Quine; Richard Rorty;
Bertand Russell; Linda Zagzebski.

WCIV201: CLASSICS OF THE MIDDLE AGES AND EARLY
RENAISSANCE

The Middle Ages lasted in Europe from roughly the one
thousand years spanning from the fall of the Western
Roman Empire ca. AD 500 to the beginning of the late 15th
century. Europe was later reborn and reformed during the
Renaissance. In this subject, students engage with classic
literary and artistic works from these remarkable periods.

WCIV104: AESTHETICS: MASTERPIECES OF WESTERN ART AND
ARCHITECTURE

This subject provides basic training on how to approach
great art and architecture. Focusing on selected exemplars,
students learn how to engage with and appreciate great artistic and architectural masterpieces. In each case, students
will confront the philosophical questions raised by the work
under scrutiny. Students are introduced to philosophical
theories of art and put these to the test with reference to
case studies - examples of great music, paintings, and literature from across the Western canon.

Key readings: Augustine, Confessions; Beowulf; Boethius,
The Consolation of Philosophy; Chaucer, Canterbury Tales
(selections); Erasmus, In Praise of Folly (selections), Dante,
Divine Comedy, Inferno (selections); Machiavelli, The Prince.
WCIV202: EARLY MODERN PHILOSOPHY: RATIONALISM
VERSUS EMPIRICISM

Students will be challenged to think about the following
questions: Can art educate? Can art improve us morally?
And if so, how? Can art build or edify moral character? If so,
do different art forms do so differently? Is there any means
to distinguish morally insightful from morally dubious art?

Students will critical examine the early modern debates,
that resonate today, between rationalists and empiricists
challengers about the nature of ideas and whether and how
they are acquired.

Key readings: Kant, Critique of Judgment (selections);
Wittgenstein, Notes on Aesthetic; Loos, ‘Architecture’; Danto,
Andy Warhol (chapter 3); Freud, The Ego and the Id; Lukacs,
‘Healthy or Sick Art?’; Belting, ‘Iconic Presence: Images in
Religious Traditions’; Hume, ‘On the Standard of Taste’;
Berger, Ways of Seeing (chapter 3); Cavell, ‘Taste and the
Moral Sense, Collingwood, The Principles of Art (chapter 6);
Wilde, ‘Lecture to Art Students’.

Key readings: Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy,
Discourse on the Method; Leibniz, The Monadology;
Discourse on Metaphysics; Locke, An Essay Concerning
Human Understanding; Berkeley, Principles of Human
Knowledge (selections), Three Dialogues between Hylas
and Philonous; Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, An
Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding.

WCIV105: CLASSICS OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC AND EMPIRE

This subject looks at the Roman Republic and Empire
through the eyes of its historical, literary, poetic and
philosophical products. Students are acquainted with a
sample of these great works, and will assess their relevance
to contemporary concerns and debates.
Key readings: Caesar, On the Gallic Wars; Cicero, De Re
Publica; De Officiis (selections); Horace, Odes and Epodes,
(selections); Juvenal, Satires; Livy, From the Foundation
of the City (Book 1); Lucretius, De Rerum Natura; Aurelius,
Meditations (selections). Ovid, Metamorphoses (selections);
Petronius, Satyricon; Seneca, Selected Philosophical Letters
(selections) Vergil, Aeneid (selections).
WCIV106: THE GOOD LIFE AND THE VIRTUES

What, if anything, makes a good life? Could one live well just
by satisfying one’s desires? What role does pleasure have in
a good life? What role does honour, or other virtues, have in
the good life? What is the role of friendship in the good life?
Is the meaning of life externally given or can we create our
own meaning? Could there be more than one ultimate end
to life? Which virtues, if any, are best? Are the virtues unified?
Ancient thinkers were deeply concerned with the good life
and how to live it. This subject gives special attention to
Aristotle’s account of human nature, ethics and the virtues,
drawing mainly from De Anima and Nicomachean Ethics.
Comparisons are made with The Analects of Confucius.
Students explore the contemporary relevance of virtue
ethics, and its credibility today, in response to current
critiques and concerns, looking especially at themes in
Alasdair MacIntyre’s seminal, After Virtue (1984). Students
engage in independent study on selected topics for which
will form the focus of a small group presentation.
Key readings: Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics; Confucius,
Analects (Books 1 and 2); MacIntyre, After Virtue.
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WCIV203: PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION: REASON, FAITH AND
REVELATION

Holy texts are taken to reveal sacred, divine truths. From this
starting point this subject reflects on the nature of religious
belief and practice. It focuses on selected readings from The
Bible. Comparisons are made between relevant passages of
The Bible and The Quran, the scared text of Islam. Students
will discover how these sacred texts inform the religious
attitudes that influence Western thinking, art and literature.
This subject explores the critical importance of revelation
in the phenomenology and epistemology of religion – it will
examine various accounts of the possible relation between
reason, faith and revelation and the classic proofs of God’s
existence.
Key readings: The Bible (selections from New and Old
Testaments): The Qur’an (selections); Anselm, ‘Anselm’s
Ontological Argument’; Augustine, ‘That Which Is, Is
Good’; Cicero ‘The Design Argument’; Hume, ‘Of Miracles’,
Galileo Galilei, ‘Letter to Castelli’; Al-Ghazali, ‘The Kalam
Cosmological Argument’; Hamza Yusuf, ‘Death, Dying,
and the Afterlife in the Qur’an’. Kierkegaard, “Truth is
Subjectivity” from Concluding Unscientific Postscript,
Swinburne, ‘What does the Old Testament mean?’

poems; John Milton, Paradise Lost; Miguel de Cervantes,
Don Quixote de la Mancha.
Students will approach the works they scrutinise bearing
in mind questions raised by the philosophy of literature: Do
the works make any philosophical assumptions? Do they
advance or attempt to justify any philosophical claims? How
does engaging with such works shape our imagination?
What should we make of alternative and anachronistic
accounts of the story-worlds portrayed in great literature?
Key readings: Marlowe, Doctor Faustus; Cervantes, Don
Quixote; Spenser, The Faerie Queene, Shakespeare, King
Lear; The Complete Sonnets and Poems (selections),
Donne; The Complete Poems of John Donne (selections);
Milton, Paradise lost.
WCIV205: THE RISE OF WESTERN SCIENCE

Western science arose and matured in the West between
the late 15th and the late 17th centuries. In this subject
students become acquainted with exemplary works
produced during the momentous period that constitutes
the birth of science in the West. They investigate which
non-Western influences played a part in that birth and how
well contemporary theories in the philosophy of science can
account for it.
Key readings: Cartwright, ‘Contingency and the order of
nature’; Ptolemy, Almagest; Copernicus, On the Revolution
of Celestial Spheres (incl. Osiander’s preface and
Copernicus’ Dedication of the Revolutions of the Heavenly
Bodies to Pope Paul III), and the Commentariolus; Galileo,
Dialogue concerning the two chief world systems, and
‘Letter to the Grand Duchess Christina’; Ibn al-Haytham,
Optics; Bacon, Novum Organum; Harvey, De Motu Cordis;
Boyle, The Origins of Forms and Qualities; Cavendish,
Philosophical Letters; Newton, Mathematical Principles of
Natural Philosophy; Du Châtelet, Foundations of Physics;
Darwin, On the Origins of Species; Cartwright, ‘Loose talk
kills: What’s worrying about unity of method’.
WCIV206: CLASSICS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE AGE
OF REVOLUTIONS

Known as the ‘The Century of Lights’, the so-called long 18th
century was a time during which ideas dominated. It was
a time during which Europe and the Americas underwent
intellectual, political and social changes – changes that
ushered in the modern era. In this subject, students become
acquainted with the works of the great thinkers of this period.
Key readings: Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments;
Voltaire, Candide; Rousseau, The Social Contract; The
Second Discourse; Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in
France; Paine, Rights of Man; Wollstonecraft, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman; Shelley, Frankenstein; Austen,
Sense and Sensibility.

WCIV204: LITERATURE OF THE LATE RENAISSANCE

This subject focuses on a study of selected works of the late
Renaissance. Questions will be raised about the relation
between philosophy and literature, asking to what extent
and in what way philosophical thought infuses imaginative
literature. In musing on these matters, students will examine
selected comic, tragic and historical works and plays – those
of Shakespeare as well as those of his forerunners and
contemporaries, such as: Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie
Queene and Christopher Marlowe’s The Tragical History
of Doctor Faustus. Other indicative works that may be
examined include: John Donne, selected sonnets and
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Third Year
WCIV301: THOUGHT AND REALITY: IDEALISM VERSUS REALISM

This subject will investigate the German and English roots
of analytic philosophy. It examines the idealist philosophies
of Kant and Hegel and asks, how – in importantly different
ways – these relate to and oppose the realistic stances of the
analytic philosophers at the turn of the 20th century – Frege,
Russell and the early Wittgenstein. It concludes by looking
at the work of the later Wittgenstein, and considers to what
extent it breaks faith with or develops themes in his earliest
writings.
Key readings: Kant, The Critique of Pure Reason;
Hegel, The Phenomenology of Spirit; Frege, “Sense and
Reference”; “The Thought: A Logical Inquiry”; Russell,
“On Denoting”; “Logical Atomism”; The Problems of
Philosophy; Wittgenstein, Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus;
Philosophical Investigations.
WCIV302: CLASSICS OF THE MODERN ERA

The modern era witnessed incredible artistic and
intellectual movements connected to larger changes that
swept through Europe and the United States in the 19th
and 20th centuries. These changes were a response to the
unsettling social, political, and cultural events of that period
– including the first two World Wars. In this subject, students
become acquainted with the works of great thinkers and
artists of this era.
Key readings: Darwin, On the Origin of Species (selections);
Marx and Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party;
Nietzsche, The Birth of Tragedy; Freud, Introduction to
Psychoanalysis, Civilisation and Its Discontents; W. E. B.
Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk; T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land;
Woolf, A Room of One’s One; de Beauvoir, The Second Sex;
Greer, The Female Eunuch; Lloyd, The Man of Reason:
“Male” and “Female” in Western Philosophy.

With reference to specific works, students will engage with
contemporary philosophical debates about the nature
and types of selves. They will confront questions such as:
Are there any such things as selves? Is the self any kind
of thing? If there are selves, are they to be understood in
phenomenological, minimal or narrative terms, or some
combination of these? Or should we adopt no-self views as
propounded by certain Western and Buddhist thinkers.
Key Readings: Sagas; Blake; Wordsworth; Walt Whitman;
Emerson, Self-Reliance; Kafka, The Metamorphosis;
Dostoyevsky, Notes from Underground and other selected
representations of the self in Western literature and art.
Students will also be acquainted with contemporary works,
such as Charles Taylor’s Sources of the Self to guide and
inform their inquiries.

Honours Year (Optional)
The Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation (Honours)
involves one additional year of study following the successful
completion of a relevant undergraduate degree. Through
their Honours research project, students will focus on an
approved research question of their choosing and conduct
an extended study in the liberal arts.
Honours study equips students with marketable skills of
value to many employers. On successful completion of an
Honours degree, students will have produced a substantial
piece of research. The Honours degree provides students
with an opportunity to work closely with, and learn from,
an experienced academic supervisor in conducting their
in-depth study which can serve as a pathway to more
advanced, higher degree research.

Studying for an Honours degree will:
—

Equip you with specialised research skills relevant to
your chosen liberal arts discipline;

—

Teach you cornerstone research methods for advanced
study in the liberal arts;

—

Give you the opportunity to work closely with, and learn
from, an experienced academic supervisor;

—

Support you in devising an extended argument
on approved topic of study in a dissertation of
approximately 15,000 words.

For a second year
running, students in the
School of Liberal Arts
are amongst the most
satisfied and highest
performing in UOW.”
PROFESSOR THEO FARRELL
DEPUTY VICE-CHANCELLOR (EDUCATION)
UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG

WCIV303: PHILOSOPHY OF DEMOCRACY: BRITAIN, AMERICA,
AUSTRALIA

This capstone subject will examine the origins of the idea of
democracy at work in contemporary Australia, examining
its philosophical roots and in the founding of British and
American governments. It will ask penetrating questions
about the assumptions behind democratic government and
examine the strengths and weaknesses of democracy in
today’s world. Students are required to engage in a special
capstone project as part of their major final assessment.
Key readings: Magna Carta; Hobbes, Leviathan; Locke,
Second Treatise on Government; J.S. Mill, On Liberty;
Hamilton and Maddison, Federalists Papers; De Tocqueville,
Democracy in America; Bagehot, The English Constitution;
Deakin, The Federal Story; Hancock, Australia.
WCIV304: THE SELF IN WESTERN THOUGHT AND ART

In Measure for Measure, Act 2, scene 2, 114–123, Isabella
speaks of the self as “a glassy essence”. This way of thinking
of selves harkens back to a longstanding idea in Western
thought and art that selves have an essence – whether
divine or otherwise– that stands apart from the rest of
nature. Students will reflect on how this idea of the self is
portrayed down the ages in great works of art and literature.

10

11

How to Apply
for the Course

How to Apply for
the Scholarship

Entry into this course is based on a combination of academic performance,
a written essay, and an interview. Applications open in July and should be
submitted via the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC).

The Ramsay Centre for Western Civilisation has generously donated thirty unique
scholarship opportunities of $30,000 per annum for up to five years. This covers
the full range of study options as outlined above. Scholarship recipients will enjoy
access to a dedicated study lounge, small class sizes, academic mentoring and an
opportunity to engage in a bespoke scholarly experience.

APPLICATIONS MUST INCLUDE

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY

—

a written essay*

To be eligible for the UOW Ramsay Scholarship, applicants:

—

most recent academic results:#

—

must enrol in the Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation
as a single degree or double degree

—

current Australian Year 12 applicants outside of NSW/
ACT will need to provide Year 11 results

—

—

applicants not currently in Year 12 will need to provide
most recent secondary and/or tertiary study results

must remain enrolled as a full-time student in a Bachelor
of Arts in Western Civilisation

—

will normally be in Year 12; or have completed Year 12
within the past 12 months at the time of application

—

will normally be aged 16-21 when the scholarship
commences

—

must be an Australian Citizen or Australian Permanent
Resident

Essay topics will be available from the School of Liberal Arts
course & study options web page during the application
period.
*

Current Australian Year 12 applicants within NSW/ACT do
not need to provide results as these will be accessible via
UAC.
#

Eligible applicants will be invited to take part in a telephone
interview with UOW.
Applicants are also encouraged to apply for a UOW Ramsay
Scholarship.

READY TO APPLY

Visit uow.info/BAWCIV for more information.

The application
process for me, whilst
it was daunting, was an
amazing experience.”
STUDENT FEEDBACK
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HOW TO APPLY

UOW Ramsay Scholarship applicants must complete the
Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation online application
first, and then complete the UOW Ramsay Scholarship online
application. Applications open in July.
Scholarship applicants must submit a cover letter and resume
outlining any extra-curricular activities or other achievements.
The Scholarship Panel will also consider the essay that was
submitted as part of the course application.
Applications will be considered based on:
—

the essay submitted for the Bachelor of Arts in Western
Civilisation course application

—

a cover letter and resume outlining any extracurricular
activities or other achievements

—

an on-campus interview comprised of a small group
activity and an individual interview with a Scholarship
Panel, at which the panel will assess applicants against
the UOW Ramsay Scholar Attributes

UOW RAMSAY SCHOLAR ATTRIBUTES

Passionate, engaged, entrepreneurial, and responsible, UOW
Ramsay Scholars are tolerant and collaborative contributors
to their communities and workplaces. They are creative and
critical thinkers who challenge and cross boundaries. They
contribute effectively and independently to discussion and
debate, while demonstrating self-awareness, a desire to
empower others, and qualities such as empathy, humility
and diplomacy. UOW Ramsay Scholars are the exemplar of
UOW graduates: intellectually fearless and socially connected
leaders.
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Careers
Graduates of the Bachelor of Arts in Western Civilisation degree will be wellrounded freethinkers. They will be erudite and articulate; creative and critical. They
will value and be capable of virtuous, civil and productive conversation.

With a capacity of over 2,000, students
from all over the world call a UOW
residence home.

LIBERAL ARTS IS THE FUTURE

The employment and life prospects for graduates with
this set of attributes are excellent. There is a demonstrated
demand in Australia and globally for graduates who can
think critically and creatively and possess excellent social
skills.
A 2016 report, The New Basics – Foundation for Young
Australians, reveals that demand for critical thinking skills
in new graduates has risen by 158 per cent in recent years.
This finding is based on an analysis of 4.2 million online job
postings from 6,000 sources. Graduates of The Bachelor
of Arts in Western Civilisation will be future-proofed, as
compared with those preparing for many traditional
vocations.
In 2017, Deloitte Australia analysed the needs of the
Australian workforce and businesses. It reported
findings that concur with predictions of the Foundation for
Young Australians about the future skills framework - the
kinds of skills that will be in demand for 2030 and beyond.
It highlights a serious market gap in non-technical soft
skills. Deloitte “forecasts that soft skill-intensive occupations
will account for two-thirds of all jobs by 2030, compared
to half of all jobs in 2000”. Its analysis reveals a clear and
growing demand for sharp graduates who are good at
communication, teamwork, problem-solving, emotional
intelligence and ethical decision-making. Soft skills and
talents of these kinds, also known as enterprise skills –
precisely those that a liberal arts education instils – comprise
“ten of the sixteen ‘crucial proficiencies in the 21st century’
identified by the World Economic Forum”.

A home away
from home

There’s going to be a greater
demand in 10 years for
liberal arts majors than
there were for programming
majors and maybe even
engineering”

The course is offered at our Wollongong campus and we
encourage applications from all across Australia. Campus
accommodation is guaranteed for all UOW Ramsay Scholars,
with options to live on-campus or near the beach, there’s a
UOW residence to meet everyone’s needs and wishes.
Accommodation Services provides a range of living options
that suit differing budgets and living needs. The wellbeing and
safety of our students is where we really make a difference
with our world class support programs and our extensive
range of wellbeing, cultural, social, sporting and academic
programs that are available to all students living in the
residences.

MARK CUBAN
BUSINESSMAN & INVESTOR

CAMP US EAST
500 residents
BE ACH

BANGAL AY
254 re sidents

ACCOMODATION
LOCATIONS

KOOLOOBONG VILLAGE
1,258 residents
CAMP US

GRADUATE HOUSE
78 units

PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS

A distinctive feature of the Bachelor of Arts in Western
Civilisation is that it is philosophical through and through.
Philosophy focuses on the clear and systematic expression of
ideas, the logical development of arguments and the careful
use of examples and analogies. A philosophical education
develops communication skills, persuasive powers and
writing abilities. Crucially, philosophy graduates are able to
address unfamiliar, novel problems.
There is evidence that high-achieving philosophy graduates
have good prospects for rewarding mid-career earnings.
For example, median earnings of BA graduates majoring in
philosophy “exceed those of majors in any other humanities
field, and are the 16th highest in a study comparing salaries
across 50 majors in the United States”, according to data
collected by PayScale.

MARKE TVIEW
144 re sidents
CITY

THE BEST PLACE TO LIVE. GUARANTEED.
Whether you’re relocating to Wollongong or you’re
a born and bred local, UOW accommodation
guarantees eligible first year students a place in a
UOW residence.

With choices to live on-campus, near the beach or in
the city, in either a catered or self-catered residence,
you’re sure to find the right place for you.

uow.info/accommodation

Knowing you’re going to have a roof over your head
is one less thing to worry about, leaving you free to
concentrate on your studies.
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About
Wollongong
Just 80km south of Sydney, the city of Wollongong is the 10th
largest city in Australia and is noted for its attractive natural
settings.

C L I M AT E

22°C

25°C

18°C

Average annual
temperature

Average max summer
temperature

Average max winter
temperature

In a prime location between the escarpment and the Tasman
Sea, the vibrant coastal city is the regional capital of the
Illawarra, boasting a spectacular coastline, scenic rock pools
and 17 patrolled beaches.
Wollongong is filled with a bustling nightlife and a growing
live music and arts scene, through to beautiful botanic
gardens and peaceful study spots.
With an industrial heritage, Wollongong is a globallyconnected city that has demonstrated remarkable resilience
over generations as it has adapted to the pressures of
globalisation and technology-driven change. It offers diverse
employment opportunities, world-class health, education and
communication services and affordable accommodation.
Wollongong CBD is home to over 3,000 businesses and
continues to grow with an exciting start-up culture emerging
through UOW's Innovation Campus entities including the
iAccelerate business incubator and accelerator.
Wollongong is accessible to Sydney by road (80km) and rail.
Access to Brisbane and Melbourne is available through a
regional airport.
Rich natural resources, including coal and minerals, support
traditional mining and manufacturing sectors. The major
urban centres of Kiama, Nowra, Shellharbour and Wollongong
provide residents with access to quality services, housing and
employment options. Towns and villages including Berry and
Kangaroo Valley are prime tourist hotspots featuring rolling
agricultural landscapes and dairy industries.

300,000+

or 1 hr to Sydney

3rd

to Canberra

largest city in New South Wales
and 10th largest city in Australia
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80km

Illawarra population
(including Wollongong,
Shellharbour and Kiama)

2.5 hrs
5 million+

annual visitors to Wollongong
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About UOW
Education
UOW is upskilling employees,
encouraging lifelong learning, and
producing graduates with the
competencies required for the jobs of
the future.
We deliver student-centred,
intellectually challenging programs to
the highest standard in technologyrich and immersive teaching
environments.
Our academic excellence is recognised
globally and our programs are relevant
and industry-related with a strong
focus on encouraging creative and
critical thinking, problem-solving and
the development of leadership skills.
Our students are provided with an
expanding work-integrated learning
program and mobility opportunities
to enrich their experiences and build
lifelong networks.
The Australasian member of the
University Global Partnerships Network
(UGPN), UOW has been recognised
among the world’s best institutions for
teaching excellence, having received
a Spotlight Award in the 2018 Global
Teaching Excellence Awards.
We are rated Australia’s leading public
university for undergraduate student
experience and consistently rate in the
top 200 universities in the world for the
quality of our graduates.
UOW has a proud history of working
closely with our communities to drive
increased participation and attainment
among underrepresented groups.

Research
Our researchers are dedicated to
finding solutions to society’s most
pressing challenges.
They are taking on antimicrobial
resistance by tackling superbugs
and stimulating nerves to prompt
conversations between vital organs
to cure disease. They are working to
build rezsilient communities and
achieve food security in the Pacific.
They are improving childhood learning
outcomes, rewriting the history of
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human evolution and developing
new battery technology for a more
sustainable future.
Research in next-generation
manufacturing at UOW spans 3D
printing, high-strength alloys, better
battery materials, bionic implants and
nanomaterials, along with innovative
building materials. Researchers are also
developing innovative machinery like
3D printers, high productivity welding
systems, metal forming systems and
autonomous robots.
Our initiatives are helping small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
engage with our researchers to develop
new technologies, innovative products
and services, improve business
capabilities and engage in regional
industry collaboration.
From next-gen materials engineering
in medicine to social transformation,
research undertaken at UOW is
purposeful and positive.
As part of the NUW Alliance (University
of Newcastle, University of NSW and
UOW) we are helping to establish an
expanded innovation network to create
new jobs and new industries for NSW
and Australia more broadly.

History
In 1951 - during the post-war era of
development and innovation - the
then New South Wales University of
Technology established a division in
Wollongong to train the engineers and
metallurgists of the local port, coal and
steel industries.
That institution grew and evolved, and
in 1975 legislation was passed in the
parliament of New South Wales to
establish the University of Wollongong
as an independent institution. In 1982,
UOW merged with the Wollongong
Institute of Higher Education
which had begun life in 1962 as the
Wollongong Teachers’ College. In 1988,
UOW enrolled our first international
students. During the 1990s, UOW
cemented our reputation as a global
player, forging partnerships with
government and industry and opening
the University of Wollongong in Dubai
in 1993.

The University has grown from a
small provincial feeder college of 300
students servicing the Illawarra region’s
manufacturing industries to a global
university and economic powerhouse.
We have come a long way: we still train
engineers and metallurgists, but we
now also train artists, entrepreneurs,
educators, and innovators.

STUDENTS

RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

35,600

$640M+

total student population (28,154 onshore and 7,506 offshore)

UOW has generated in research and innovation income
over the past decade from government and industry
resources (HERDC and consultancies)

14,000+
international students study across UOW’s Australian and
international campuses every year

160,000+

154
Companies and government institutions engaged in
commercial research with UOW

alumni from 179 different countries

GLOBAL IMPACT

10th
BEST UNIVERSITY IN AUSTRALIA
(QS WORLD UNIVERSITY
RANKINGS 2021 – TOP 10
UNIVERSITIES IN AUSTRALIA)

31st
university in the world in social and economic impact
(Times Higher Education University Impact Rankings 2020)

270
academic and research collaborations across the world

EDUCATION

5+
star rating (QS World University Rankings 2019)

365
degrees on offer, with Faculties in Business and Law;
Engineering and Information Sciences; Arts, Social Sciences
and Humanities and; Science, Medicine and Health.

Top 150

Top 200

UNIVERSITIES IN THE WORLD
FOR ARTS & HUMANITIES
(TIMES HIGHER EDUCATION
WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKINGS
BY SUBJECT 2021)

UNIVERSITIES IN THE WORLD F
OR TOP-RATED GRADUATES
(171-180 BAND OVERALL –
QS GRADUATE EMPLOYABILITY
RANKINGS 2020)

19

UOW degrees give you
options for how and what
you learn. They equip
graduates to meet the
needs of a changing world,
and to succeed not just in
their jobs, but their careers.
MORE INFORMATION

uow.info/BAWCIV
KEY DATES

www.uow.edu.au/the-arts-social-sciences-humanities/
schools-entities/liberal-arts/courses-study-options/
FUTURE STUDENT ENQURIES

Stewart Mailer
+61 2 4298 1441
smailer@uow.edu.au

uow.edu.au
facebook.com/UOW
twitter.com/UOW
instagram.com/UOW
+61 2 4221 3555
#ThisIsUOW
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