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This report showcases current teaching subjects within the School of Geography
and Sustainable Communities and their alignment with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGS). All subjects align with multiple SDGs and
demonstrate our ongoing commitment to local and global sustainability. This
report identifies the core SDGs within each subject showcased. The research
subjects included in this report cover 15 of the 17 SDGs (Figure 1).

The report describes how our key degree programs align with the SDGs before
showcasing recent graduates and their contribution toward more sustainable
futures. 
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Figure 1. SDGs aligned with current SGSC teaching subjects



Geographers examine the human and physical forces that shape the planet and
the political, social and environmental issues that arise as a consequence of
human interactions with the Earth. They also often seek to forecast and plan
ahead to anticipate problems and provide solutions to pressing environmental
and social issues like mass migration, urban sprawl and the conversion of
biodiverse forest into farmlands. Never before have geography skills been so
important: faced with anthropogenic climate change and predictions of rising
seas, bushfires and flooding, geographers will help understand and plan for a
sustainable, socially just and resilient future. 

Our undergraduate classrooms, our supervision of honours students and post-
graduate students, our undergraduate curriculum, our academic scholarship,
and our governance and professional activities are all informed by an ethos of
supporting the creation of just and sustainable social and environmental futures.  
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OUR SUBJECTS
GEOG121 Life in a Globalising World 

GEOG123 Indigenous Geographies: Questioning Country 

GEOG122 Sustainable Communities, Justice and the Environment 

This subject adopts an interdisciplinary approach to address questions about living in a
rapidly changing world. It is problem and question-centred to stimulate critical thinking
across three contested domains: home, nation-state and the city. These contested
domains of living in a rapidly globalising world offer possibilities to introduce various social
science theories to explain race, community, gender, class and power. Key touch points
include: housing affordability, fashion, food, cycling, compact cities, green cities, refugees,
border protection and racism.

'Indigenous Geographies' focuses on the geographic perspectives of Indigenous belonging,
reconciliation politics, Indigenous land, and environmental claims and disputes. Content is
framed around social and ecological change, introducing students to appropriate ethical,
cultural and research skills to respond to social inequities and environmental challenges.
The primary focus is Australia, with an overview of the international context. The subject
includes colonial history in relation to land, legal and policy processes, and the cultural
dimensions of Indigenous relationships to land and environment in urban, regional and
remote contexts.

This subject introduces students to how social scientists address human-environment
relationships. It focuses on living in a world where significant environmental and social
challenges are facing society. Present and looming issues such as climate change,
population growth, and depletion of natural resources have wide ranging consequences.
Amongst other things, responding to these challenges effectively and ethically requires an
ability to understand causation while thinking critically and holistically about solutions. In
GEOG122, students learn why a geographical perspective is vital for understanding human-
environment relationships today.

F i rst  Year Subjects 



This subject introduces students to a range of
demographic issues that are globally, nationally,
regionally and locally significant. The lecture content
is designed to enable students to critically study how
geographers analyse population movements and
issues. Key topics include: food insecurity, climate
‘refugees’, child labour, migration, population growth,
Indigenous populations and global patterns of health
and disease. In the tutorial classes, students learn
tangible skills in designing a questionnaire, collecting
data, analysing data and critical thinking.

Second Year Subjects 

GEOG221 Population, Migration, Inequality  

This subject aims to provide an understanding of
relations and interactions between society and
environment, including impact of societies on the
Earth and its processes. We examine long term
and contemporary time scales, and a range of
spatial scales from the global to the local. Topics
include the agricultural, industrial and urban
revolutions; governance of environments;
Indigenous land management; climate change;
sustainability; and environmental impacts in the
context of the Anthropocene. Tutorial classes are
designed to complement the lecture program,
focusing on development of key skills including:
scholarly research; critical thinking; working in
groups; and developing and presenting an
argument through written and oral presentation
techniques.

GEOG222 Society and Environment:
Resources, Challenges, Futures  

The production, distribution, and consumption of food shapes communities, environments,
and those who eat it. Through the way we distribute and sell food, it even shapes cities and
transport networks. Through the way we grow and transport food, we consume prodigious
amounts of energy and finite resources, raising questions of sustainability. This subject
tracks these connections - from the farmer, to the rural community, to the factory and
supermarket, to the consumer, and to international trade networks. GEOG224 also considers
how and why we produce and consume food the way we do, what the consequences are
for farmers, communities, and the environment, whether there are alternatives, and how we
might foster resilient food production systems, communities, and landscapes. A full day
fieldtrip to lllawarra farms and/or food processors connects theory to real world examples.

 GEOG224 The Future of Food: Resilience, Communities and Policy 



GEOG241 Urban Geographies: Just and Sustainable Cities?

GEOG241 explores the patterns and processes shaping cities as places, economies,
communities and potential sites of transition towards just and sustainable futures. Content is
framed around the urban dynamics of social, economic and cultural change and continuity.
Informed by a series of theoretical approaches, the subject unpacks the changing social
and economic geography of cities through the themes of urban economic transformation,
changing patterns of social-spatial segregation, urban governance & policy and its
implications, and transitions to sustainable urbanism. Content draws on Australian and well
as international case studies.



Third Year Subjects 

In this subject, students examine the range of
human activities and behaviours that are
understood to produce environmental harm and
how these may be distinguished from activities
which constitute environmental crime. Students
examine how environmental harm and crime are
socially constructed, as well as how environmental
crime is prevented and regulated. Using a justice
framework, students examine a series of case
studies in climate change, fishing, timber harvesting
and biodiversity management, to examine how the
principles of 'social' justice might be applied and
provide tools for citizen activism, engagement and
policy reform. 

Students examine environmental and cultural values
and how they translate into practice to protect and
manage landscapes, places, natural resources, and
ecosystems at local, global and national scales. The
subject focuses on developing student’s skills in
analysing environmental and heritage issues,
problems and conflicts and in applying policy and
management tools to achieve evidence-based and
equitable management outcomes. Through topics
such as urban heritage protection, World Heritage
management, biodiversity conservation, forestry,
water management, rural land conservation,
Indigenous involvement in land and heritage
management, and national park management,
students learn to critically assess market-based,
regulatory and community-based approaches and
their applications. 

GEOG337 Policy for Environmental and 
Heritage Management 

GEOG354 Environmental Crime and Justice 

GEOG338 Planning Urban Futures 
This subject draws directly on a report for the Future of Cities Project commissioned by the UK
Government in order to engender prescient policies for societies facing climate change and
other global challenges. Students apply various methodologies to examine different social
futures. Using psycho-geography and scenario forecasting, the subject encourages students
to undertake empirical research oriented towards policy and governance audiences. The
scenarios are informed by major uncertainties going forward. Six key aspects of the city guide
the subject's structure: city type, infrastructure, energy system, mobility patterns, activities and
aspirations and values. Students completing this subject foster skills pertinent to policy
making, town and city planning, sustainable development and urban renewal.



GEOG339 Geographies of Change: International Fieldwork Intensive 

GEOG339 responds to increasing calls for universities and communities to share
and co-create knowledge to contribute to the development of socially and
environmentally conscious students. Each year an international cultural immersion
fieldtrip is offered, where social science students engage with, and learn from, local
community-based experts for two weeks. Students have travelled to India, New
Zealand, and Indonesia. The experience is fundamentally cross-cultural and focuses
on social and ecological change, Indigenous self-determination and sustainable
tourism to understand how individuals and community-based organisations
respond to social inequalities and environmental challenges. Students gain a
greater awareness of issues of power, inequality, and development and are
challenged to think about their own social positions.

GEOG355 Disaster Resilient Cities and Regions
The subject presents geographic and social science
approaches to disaster resilience in cities and regions.
Students examine how geographical concepts of
social diversity, political ecology and vernacular
adaptation can enhance resilience thinking, policy and
practice. The subject focuses on developing student
skills in analysing disasters as linked socio-ecological
systems and apply conceptual lenses and analytic
tools to identify vulnerable populations and adaptive
capacities shaped through relations of power. Through
topics such as social vulnerability to climate change,
the socio-ecological nature of bushfire risk in peri-
urban zones and the gendered and racialised
dimensions of intense weather events students identify
how and why disasters emerge, document their
geographically uneven expression and identify
opportunities for social justice in complex adaptive
systems. 



OUR DEGREES
Solutions for complex global issues
Geography goes far beyond maps and graphs. Looking at both sides of the human-
environment relationship, Geography degrees combine studies in both Social Science and
Science to provide an appreciation of diverse forms of knowledge when implementing
solutions for complex global issues such as environmental and climate change, population
and urbanisation, economic change and planning, and citizenship. Geographers can
provide the skills and tools to support decision-making and planning across government,
business and community sectors.

Bachelor of Geography 

The  Bachelor of Geography covers topics
such as climate change, biogeography,
coastal and fluvial environments,
populations, urban and regional societies,
spatial geography and environmental
management.

The Geography program at UOW enables
students to undertake practical laboratory
and fieldwork experience, while engaging
with the local Illawarra environment
including urban and heritage landscapes,
coastal landscapes, rainforest escarpment
and freshwater ecosystems. Students
develop the knowledge and skills to apply
the latest technologies in spatial analysis
and satellite imagery within the context of
these environments. These skills are in
demand across a broad range of sectors
including government bodies, industry, and
consultancies.

Students learn skills in logical and critical thinking, creative problem-solving, practical
research, organisation and project management, numeracy, statistical literacy, computer
applications (including geographic information systems), and strong communication.
Students apply these skills to problems in physical and human geography, studying the
natural environment, its processes, and the interaction of these with human society and the
way it shapes and is shaped by the natural world.



Bachelor of Sustainable Communities  

Bachelor of Science (Environment and Heritage Management)

Our Degrees 

Complex environmental, economic, societal challenges are confronting global
communities and posing real uncertainty about our future pathways. Population growth,
food, water and energy security, social and cultural inequality, climate change,
environmental risks and resource depletion, economic instability, intensified urbanisation
and emergent ‘smart’ technologies all suggest a volatile future. In light of this, communities,
governments and organisations face the challenge-filled task of creating just and
sustainable communities where environments are protected, equitable social and cultural
relations can flourish and economic livelihoods can prosper. The focus on sustainable
communities has never been stronger. 

The Bachelor of Sustainable Communities is a multidisciplinary degree that provides the
ability to appreciate complex environmental, economic and societal challenges, and a
range of skills needed to provide solutions for sustainable communities. Students study
subjects from disciplines including Human Geography, Social Policy, Health and Society,
Cultural Studies, Economics and Commerce, Science and Technology Studies, International
Studies, Politics and History. They gain skills in logical and critical thinking, creative
problem-solving, practical research, computer applications (including geographic
information systems), and strong communication skills.

Students acquire the knowledge to understand the complexity of challenges facing
sustainable communities, and the skills and problem-solving abilities to help plan for,
create and maintain them in a volatile world. They also have the opportunity to gain
career-relevant skills in practical settings and for overseas study to investigate how other
countries are seeking to create and maintain sustainable communities. 

Bachelor of Science (Human Geography)
Human Geographers investigate solutions to issues around climate change, economic
development, environmental management, population and cultural change, and urban,
rural and regional planning. Students can also complete a major in Human Geography via
the Bachelor of Social Science. 

Environment and Heritage Management investigates issues of global significance,
especially the human impact on the Earth, the management of valuable landscapes, and
the planning of cities and regions. This specialist program combines Physical and Human
Geography with relevant subjects to provide the skills and knowledge required for
employment or research on both cultural and natural heritage issues.



Human Geography encouraged me to learn
and embrace other worldviews and
perspectives, which has been fundamental in
my work as a consultant, especially while
facilitating consultations with a range of
communities that hold diverse views. Along
with community engagement, my role as a
consultant requires analysis, report writing,
teamwork and strong project management
skills, all of which I developed during my time
at UOW. 

Human Geography allowed me to follow my
passions to study both environmentalism and
social sciences, and to better understand how
the two so closely intertwine. My degree covered
a broad range of issues facing our world today
– sustainable design, equitable food systems,
public health, natural disaster management,
policy, strategies for global change – to name a
few!

Studying Human Geography allows you to look
at where the world is currently and reflect on our
place within it in real time, which I found to be an
extremely rewarding way to learn. 

OUR
GRADUATES
Making a purposeful difference
Our degrees provide the breadth of understanding necessary to appreciate a range of
complex challenges alongside the skills required to provide solutions for sustainable
communities. Graduates with the skills to conceive of and activate solutions are much
sought after across the public, private and community sectors. We showcase our recent
alumni below.

Olivia Panozzo - Graduate Policy Officer, NSW Government Graduate Program

Lauren O'Flaherty - Consultant with Curijo



Elloise is responsible for developing,
implementing and delivering community
education on waste minimisation and
community sustainability initiatives.

Elloise says she enjoyed studying Human
Geography at UOW because it allowed her to be
curious and explorative about the
connectiveness between humans, the
environment and place.

I enjoyed this degree because I knew I would be
able to join a career which involves sustainability
and community engagement – something that
is rapidly becoming more important.

This role involves researching river systems,
consulting with the public and stakeholders
across state government, and rewriting
legislation that determines how water is shared
between farmers, the environment, towns, and
businesses.

 The breadth of knowledge you get from doing
subjects from all sorts of different disciplines
can’t be beaten. If you have a passion for
anything to do with people, infrastructure, or the
planet, there’s a place for you in Human
Geography.

Our Graduates 

Elloise Ames - Waste Education Officer for Georges River Council

Jesse Rowlings - Assistant Water Planner: NSW Department of Planning,
Industry, and Environment 

Carly Boag - Heritage Officer, Wollongong City Council

Cultural Heritage Management requires a nuanced
understanding of how a community value and use
significant places. As well as exploring directly related
heritage management principles, studying Human
Geography has given me a broad understanding of
people and places, global processes and how these
impact land use trends and value attachments, which
all underpin my role in Strategic Planning. 

Studying Human Geography has allowed me to
explore a niche in environmental planning that has
launched me on a career path that is fulfilling,
challenging and I am extremely passionate about. My
role is now to advocate for our shared local heritage
and champion what the Community values about our
City. 


