
List of 2021 Honours Projects (current Nov 2020) 

Please note that this list is subject to change – there may be additions or projects removed from the list.  

Students successful in their application for Honours will be asked to list their top 15 supervisor preferences via 

weblink (available later) by 21st January 2021. Please note that it is rare that students receive one of their ‘top 

5’ choices and that all topics reflect high quality research in psychology.  

  

Supervisor name/s 

 Amy Chan 

Primary supervisor's 

email address amychan@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Topics in 'what if' and 'if only' thinking 

 

Description of topic 1  

Different forms of hypothetical thinking (e.g., counterfactual thinking and prefactual thinking) are 

commonplace in our everyday experience.  How may such thoughts be related to our learning from 

the past and our ability to adapt to situations in the future? I would be happy to discuss with 

motivated students to develop suitable honours projects in this area. 

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

  

Supervisor name/s 

 Peter Caputi  

Primary supervisor's 

email address pcaputi@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Topics in occupational health psychology 

 

Description of topic 1  
The topic looks at the application of psychological principles to understanding health, well being 

and quality of work life in the workplace. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Supervisor name/s 

 Steven Howard  

Primary supervisor's 

email address stevenh@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Investigation of early self-regulation and/or executive function 

Description of topic 1  

This project would involve leveraging an existing dataset of 473 preschool children, with measures 

of early self-regulation, executive function, prosocial behaviour, behaviour problems and school 

readiness (as well as demographics and home environment). Given the breadth of this dataset, 

many research questions are possible, and will be negotiated via discussion between student and 

supervisor. Example topics areas may include:  -The relationship between executive function 

and/or self-regulation with behaviour problems and prosocial behaviours  -The relationship of 

executive function and/or self-regulation with school readiness  -The association of home 

characteristics (e.g., child sleep time, quality of the home learning environment, physical activity 

duration) relate to executive function and/or self-regulation. 

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 



 

  

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Leonie Miller   

Primary supervisor's 

email address leoniem@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Topics in verbal short-term memory 

 

Description of topic 1  Contact supervisor for details 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  

Yes - PSYC345/327 

 

  

Title of Topic 2 
Topics in working memory - mindwandering 

 

Description of topic 2 Contact supervisor for details 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? 

Yes - PSYC345/327 

 

 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Samantha Reis (Primary)  

Brin Grenyer (Secondary)    

Primary supervisor's 

email address sreis@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Depressive experiences within Borderline Personality Disorder 

 

Description of topic 1  

It is well-documented that many individuals with Borderline Personality Disorder (BPD) also 

experience depressive symptoms. Attachment difficulties (particularly patterns featuring a negative 

model of self) are thought to contribute to development and maintenance of both BPD and 

depression, but it is unclear whether attachment systems may play a role in comorbidity of the two 

disorders. A theory of depression initially proposed by Blatt (1995) posits that different 

developmental trajectories may lead to qualitative differences in the experience of depression. Thus 

the proposed project aims to examine comorbidity of BPD and depressive experiences, viewed 

through the lens of attachment theory.    

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 Understanding ‘Splitting’ within Borderline Personality Disorder 

Description of topic 2 

Individuals with BPD often display the symptom of other-splitting: vacillating quickly from 

idealisation of important others to devaluing them. This extreme fluctuation in perceptions of 

others creates significant problems in relationships and in therapy, and may be related to multiple 

factors including attachment organisation, reflective functioning and identity disturbance. The aim 

of this project is to examine the experience of other-splitting within BPD, with a focus on whether 

attachment organisation may play a role.   

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 



Any assumed 

knowledge? 

No 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Simone Favelle     

Primary supervisor's 

email address simone_favelle@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
About face(s): How do we process information from faces 

 

Description of topic 1  

There are a number of potential projects that include: the other-race effect; within person 

variability and the transition from unfamiliar to familiar face processing; effects of viewpoint and 

image factors on face recognition; individual differences in face recognition (e.g., prosopagnosia – 

super recognisers); and processes in facial expression recognition. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  PSYC327/345 or PSYC328/349 an advantage 

  

Title of Topic 2 Faces and social cognition in the schizotypy spectrum. 

Description of topic 2 

The aim of this project is to investigate individual differences in how we use information from 

faces, such as expressions of emotion or trait judgements (e.g., trustworthiness), in social 

interactions. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  PSYC327/345 or PSYC328/349 an advantage 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Adam Clarke     

Primary supervisor's 

email address aclarke@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
EEG of children with ADHD 

 

Description of topic 1  

The exact project will be negotiated with the student. It will involve looking at the EEG of children 

with ADHD and could potentially be maturation, sex differences, medication effects or behavioural 

effects on the EEG.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 
Suicidal Ideation in fathers during divorce. 

 

Description of topic 2 
This project will work with the charity End All Domestic Violence. It will look at suicidal ideation 

in men, and its association with family breakdown, divorce and separation from their children.  

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Emanuela Brusadelli 

Primary supervisor's 

email address emanuela@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Malingering assessment 

 



Description of topic 1  

A challenging problem for practitioners operating in forensic and psychiatric settings is evaluating 

the credibility of a given symptom presentation (Roma et al., 2019). According to the 5th ed. of the 

Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders malingering refers to the conscious and 

intentional fabrication or exaggeration of symptoms (either physical or psychological) for the 

purpose of attaining an identifiable external incentive. This study will explore the sensitivity of a 

new instrument to evaluate malingering.  

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Marko Biberdzic (Primary) 

Emanuela Brusadelli (Secondary)     

Primary supervisor's 

email address markob@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
ADHD and Personality Pathology: The Importance of Differential Diagnosis 

 

Description of topic 1  Contact supervisor for details 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 
Early Development and Later Implications of Internal Representations of Self and Others 

 

Description of topic 2 

Our early perceptions of self and others are the building blocks for the development of our 

personality. This study has three (3) different components and will produce three separate studies. 

It will include different methods for collecting and analysing data. Three students will be involved 

(one for each study). 

Maximum students 

allowed? 3 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Mark Schira (Primary)  

Wei Shi Koo (Secondary)     

Primary supervisor's 

email address mschira@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
The laminar representation of Retinotopic maps in high-resolution fMRI 

 

Description of topic 1  

The project will analyse detailed Retinotopic maps as they change over cortical lamina/depth, that 

is close to the gray-white boundary or closer to the cortical surface. These layers represent input 

and output areas in visual cortex, suggesting the potential to investigate these domains in alert and 

behaving human subjects.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - PSYC349, willingness to learn computer skills (such as Matlab) is required 

  

Title of Topic 2 The restorative properties of natural scene statistics mediating improved attention and cognition. 

Description of topic 2 

Research has robustly observed that spending time in nature, and even looking at nature passively, 

can facilitate many benefits in human cognition, affect and function. This project will investigate 

whether exposure to natural scene statistics (statistically 'natural' fractals or amplitude spectra) 

mediates increased restoration following resource depletion.  PSYC328/349 recommended. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 



Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Harold Hill (Primary)  

Simone Favelle (Secondary - Topic 2 only) 

Primary supervisor's 

email address harry@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Monocular stereopsis and depth reversal 

 

Description of topic 1  Does motion enhance perceived depth?   

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - Enthusiasm for experimental and stats based subjects. 

  

Title of Topic 2 Recognizing face shape 

Description of topic 2 Can we recognize familiar people from their face shape alone? 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? Yes - Enthusiasm for experimental and stats based subjects. 

  

Title of Topic 3 Faces and names 

Description of Topic 3 How can we better learn people's names? 

Maximum students 

allowed 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? Yes - Enthusiasm for experimental and stats based subjects. 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Michelle Townsend (Primary)  

Brin Grenyer (Secondary) 

Primary supervisor's 

email address mtownsen@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Ambulatory assessment of mood  in young people 

Description of topic 1  
This study will pilot new approaches to understanding mood changes over time using 

psychological, neurobiological and electronic mood diaries. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Brin Grenyer     

Primary supervisor's 

email address grenyer@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Treatment of personality disorders - mechanisms and methods 

 

Description of topic 1  

The Project Air Strategy (www.projectairstrategy.org) has generated treatment outcome and 

process data. Novel hypotheses and quantitative/qualitative methods of analysis can form the basis 

for an original honours study. Limited data collection in hospitals may be possible. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 



Supervisor name/s 

 Sebastien Miellet      

Primary supervisor's 

email address sebastien@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Visual sampling in older pedestrians: An eye-tracking investigation in Virtual-Reality 

Description of topic 1  

Attentional control declines in older age, which has important implications for daily activities. This 

project will investigate how this decline affects visual sampling and decision making in a critical 

naturalistic task: road crossing.   Data are available from two virtual reality (VR) experiments in 

which we tested participants’ spatial planning abilities using the BADS zoo map test (Wilson, 

Alderman, Burgess, Emslie, & Evans, 1996) and their attention switching abilities using the Rogers 

and Monsell attention switching (RMA) task (Rogers & Monsell, 1995). We also measured the 

participants’ average walking speed. To increase the participants’ ability to immerse themselves in 

the scenario and allow them to integrate information across different hemifields, we presented the 

stimuli with a large field of view of 143.1°. We recorded eye movements and crossing decisions 

but we also tracked and recorded head movements. We used a VR setup as it enables participants 

to be repeatedly exposed to a variety of realistic hazardous traffic situations without the threat of 

enduring injury (Schwebel, Gaines, & Severson, 2008; Schwebel, Davis, & O’Neal, 2012; Meir, 

Parmet, & Oron-Gilad, 2013). We included two traffic directions in order to make the task realistic 

and sufficiently taxing for executive functioning.   In the 1st experiment, to disentangle the 

influence of the number of lanes from the influence of the number of traffic directions we included 

only one traffic direction and we manipulated the car speed and the number of lanes, one or two. 

When only one lane was used, it could either be the near or the far lane. This design allows us to 

investigate the effect of complexity on visual exploration and crossing decisions via the number of 

traffic lanes, the effect of speed, and their interaction. The near vs far lane contrast also offered a 

way to explore a potential influence of the distance of the moving vehicle as well as its interaction 

with speed as suggested by Geraghty et al. (2016); Oxley et al. (1997, 2005). The VR environment 

that we used had a restricted field of view on the left-hand side compared to the field of view on 

the right-hand side. This gives us the opportunity to see if OAs struggle with a restricted view of 

the cars in the same way children do (Meir et al., 2013; Ampofo-Boateng & Thomson, 1990). In 

the second experiment, cars always appeared on both lanes and we manipulated the car speed, cars 

travelling from one side or both sides, traffic density, obscured or non-obscured viewpoint, and 

task-irrelevant distractors.   The current project is focused in using these available data to develop 

some mathematical models and algorithms to project the eye-movement recordings from a 3-plans 

coordinate system to the 4D virtual environment. Then to analyse these 4D gaze patterns and link 

them to the series of predictors at hand (age, attention switching, planning, walking speed, vehicle 

speed, traffic density, vehicle position) in order to explain pedestrian decision making and the 

impact of aging / executive decline.  A very strong appetence for mathematical modeling, 

computational approaches, problem-solving, statistics, and programming (Python, Matlab) is 

necessary. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 Walking to school: Drivers and barriers 

Description of topic 2 

Walking to school was common in the 1980s but now carers drive children in record numbers. The 

national rate of active travel to school has declined over the past 40 years from 75 to 25 percent of 

trips. Driving children to school has implications in terms of physical activity. Health professionals 

estimate that more than 70 percent of children and 91 percent of young people do not meet 

minimum physical activity recommendations. Moreover, driving children to school increases road 

traffic, air and noise pollution; and ironically risks for other children who walk to school. In turn, 

this increased risk for pedestrians is a deterrent for carers to let children walk to school, thus 

feeding the vicious circle.  The goal of this project is to develop and run a survey to assess the 

drivers and barriers to letting children walk to school. Ultimately, it is hoped to generate policy and 

infrastructure recommendations to incite walking (and cycling) to school. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 



 

Supervisor name/s 

 Ely Marceau  

Primary supervisor's 

email address elym@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 

Substance use disorder (SUD) and borderline personality disorder (BPD): A qualitative study of 

barriers and facilitators for young people in residential treatment 

 

Description of topic 1  

Comorbid BPD negatively impacts on treatment outcomes in SUD. This project will allow the 

student to collaboratively develop an online qualitative study to be conducted with treatment 

providers at Triple Care Farm, a residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation program for young 

people aged 16-24. 

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - Prior experience in semi-structured interviews and/or qualitative methodology desirable. 

  

Title of Topic 2 
Using words to measure mindfulness: A pilot study of young people in residential substance use 

disorder (SUD) treatment 

Description of topic 2 

Mindfulness is traditionally measured via self-report. This study will allow the student to develop a 

project using archival transcript data of young people in residential SUD treatment to replicate a 

language-based measure of mindfulness using text analysis methodology. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Stephen Palmisano   

Primary supervisor's 

email address stephen@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
What are the relationships between vection, presence and motion sickness? 

 

Description of topic 1  

Illusions of self-motion (known as vection) have been argued to cause visually induced motion 

sickeness and simulator sickness.  However, they have also been argued to enhance feelings of 

"being there" in virtual reality.  This research will examine the costs and benefits of visually 

simulated self-motion (using computer generated displays presented on large external screens). 

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - PSYC328/PSYC349 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Jane Herbert   

Primary supervisor's 

email address herbertj@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Fathers and parenting 

 

Description of topic 1  

Fathers play a significant and unique role in children's development, but they are often left out of 

family research. Students will have a unique opportunity to examine interview data collected on 

fathers’ attitudes towards, and involvement in, parenting during COVID-19. There is also the 

opportunity to collect 1-year follow-up data.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 



Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - PSYC361 prerequisite 

  

Title of Topic 2 Cross-cultural differences in bookreading 

Description of topic 2 

Book-reading is an important parent-child interaction that promotes early development but is a 

culturally defined construct. Students will help develop and conduct an online survey to examine 

shared book reading practices between parents and infants in Singapore. Currently living in 

Singapore or being able to speak Mandarin preferred.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

  

Title of Topic 3 It All Counts 

Description of Topic 3 

Everyday interactions in the home are powerful contributors in early literacy and numeracy 

development, but a lack of time and too many competing demands can be barriers to intervention. 

Students will help develop and conduct a community informed online numeracy intervention for 

parents and their 3-5 years. 

Maximum students 

allowed?  1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - PSYC361 prerequisite 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Sam Moreton   

Primary supervisor's 

email address smoreton@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Serotonergic Psychedelics and Psych-Social Outcomes 

 

Description of topic 1  

Survey-type projects looking at self-reported change in psycho-social outcomes (such as attitudes 

towards nature, empathy) following psychedelic use. Exact research question(s) can be flexible to 

the interest of the student.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 Self-transcendent positive emotions and connectedness to nature 

Description of topic 2 

Do socio-relational emotions like gratitude and compassion that connect people to others also make 

people feel connected to nature? Online experimental studies eliciting emotions and testing effects.    

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Judy Pickard   

Primary supervisor's 

email address jpickard@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Mind the Family - a stepped care parenting intervention 

 



Description of topic 1  

This is part of a larger study that will investigate the effectiveness of an online parenting 

intervention. Smaller parts of the study will investigate parent and child well being and child 

behaviour 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Tim Byron (Primary)  

Samantha Reis (Secondary for Topic 3 only)   

Primary supervisor's 

email address tbyron@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 

Investigating earworms using probe caught experience sampling 

 

 

Description of topic 1  

People very commonly get songs stuck in their heads, but the mechanisms behind the phenomenon 

are still unclear. In this study, experience sampling methodology will be used to investigate 

methods of reducing the duration of earworms. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 3 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 The effect of background music on reading comprehension 

Description of topic 1 
When people are reading, does having music on in the background distract them, or does it 

improve comprehension by putting them in a better mood? 

Maximum students 

allowed? 3 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

  

Title of Topic 3 The influence of music, narrative, and attachment styles on emotional state 

Description of Topic 3 

A growing body of research has investigated the counterintuitive appeal of sad music. This 

research will contribute to this literature by looking at how music, when used as a soundtrack for 

relationship-based and non-relationship-based narratives, affects the emotional states of people 

with different attachment styles. 

 

Maximum students 

allowed?  1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Tracey Woolrych   

Primary supervisor's 

email address woolrych@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 

Cognitive impacts of loneliness on empathy:  Impacts of loneliness on cognitive and affective 

empathy. 

 

Description of topic 1  

This project seeks to test a range of empathic-related tasks and dispositions to map the full extent 

of loneliness on empathy.  Using scales on empathy; measures of empathic accuracy; and a Theory 

of Mind task; this project will look at the ways in which loneliness may impact the empathy 

construct.  

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 



  

Title of Topic 2 
Investigating people’s expectations of other people’s empathy 

 

Description of topic 1 

Empathy processes as a part of social cognition/behaviours are prone to bias, one of which may be 

‘expectations of others’.  We have developed a questionnaire to assess people’s expectations of 

other’s empathy, which requires further testing and refinement, and to explore its relationship to 

cognitive biases and personality factors 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Robert Barry (Primary)  

Frances De Blasio (Secondary - all topics)  

Tim Byron (Secondary - Topics 3 and 4 only) 

Primary supervisor's 

email address rbarry@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Topics in EEG-ERP brain dynamics 

 

Description of topic 1  

This project will assess the associations between event-related oscillations (aka poststimulus EEG) 

and ERP component and behavioural processing outcomes.  Contact the supervisors to discuss 

possibilities. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - Good performance in PSYC329 or equivalent.  

  

Title of Topic 2 Topics in individual differences in EEG/ERPs 

Description of topic 2 

This project will seek to identify electrophysiological correlates of self-report measures (e.g., 

personality dimensions, depression/anxiety, impulsivity, behavioural inhibition/approach systems).  

Contact the supervisors to discuss possibilities.   

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge? Yes - Good performance in PSYC329 or equivalent. 

  

Title of Topic 3  
Comparing the relationship between EEG alpha and skin conductance level (SCL) during rest and 

while listening to musical patterns 

Description of Topic 3 

SCL is a direct measure of arousal, and global alpha usually shows an inverse association with 

SCL during rest.  This project seeks to assess the consistency of this inverse relationship in a 

passive listening condition involving temporally structured musical chord patterns.   

Maximum students 

allowed?  2 

Any assumed knowledge 
Good performance in PSYC329 or equivalent.  A musical background is not necessary, but might 

be helpful. 

  

Title of Topic 4 Exploring EEG correlates of heart rate (HR) during rest and while listening to musical patterns 

Description of Topic 4 
HR is proposed to reflect vigilance and/or stimulus intake, and this project seeks to identify its 

EEG correlates during rest and when listening to temporally structured musical chord patterns. 

Maximum students 

allowed?  2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  

Good performance in PSYC329 or equivalent.  A musical background is not necessary, but might 

be helpful. 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Steven Roodenrys 



Primary supervisor's 

email address steven@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Topics in verbal short-term memory 

Description of topic 1  

A number of projects on this topic are possible.  I am particularly interested in the relationship 

between short-term memory and long-term representations in the language system.  Also 

interference and forgetting in STM. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 3 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  

Yes - PSYC345 is preferable 

 

  

Title of Topic 2 Cognitive biases and social function 

Description of Topic 2 

We have done some research on the intentionality bias and how it might impact social 

wellbeing.  There is scope for looking at this or other biases in relation to social functioning and a 

project would be developed through discussion. 

Maximum students 

allowed?  1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Charlotte Van Schie (Primary)  

Brin Grenyer (Secondary)    

Primary supervisor's 

email address cvschie@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Understanding identity disturbance to target therapeutic change 

 

Description of topic 1  

People with personality disorder experience difficulty understanding themselves and understanding 

others. However, being able to understand ourselves facilitates understanding others and vice 

versa. In this study, we want to investigate how people understand themselves, how this is 

influenced by social interactions and how this relates to personality difficulties. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Stuart Johnstone   

Primary supervisor's 

email address sjohnsto@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
EEG activation in children with sub-threshold AD/HD 

 

Description of topic 1  

This study will examine measures of EEG activation in children with sub-threshold AD/HD, in 

comparison to typically-developing children and children with diagnosed AD/HD.  Two types of 

EEG activation will be considered: (1) resting activation, which is the change in EEG when 

moving from an eyes-closed to an eyes-open resting task, and (2) attentional activation, which is 

the change in EEG when moving from an eye-open resting task to an instructed attention focus 

task.      

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  

Yes - PSYC329 or PSYC352 

 

  

Title of Topic 2 The development of EEG activation in Chinese and Australian children 

Description of topic 1 

This study will examine developmental change in EEG activation in typically-developing children 

from China and Australia.  Two types of EEG activation will be considered: (1) resting activation, 

which is the change in EEG when moving from an eyes-closed to an eyes-open resting task, and (2) 



attentional activation, which is the change in EEG when moving from an eye-open resting task to 

an instructed attention focus task.  Activation underpins our ability to engage effectively in 

cognitive tasks.  

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? Yes - PSYC329 or PSYC352 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Stewart Vella   

Primary supervisor's 

email address stvella@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 
Topics in sport psychology 

 

Description of topic 1  
Topics focused on clutch performance and/or mental health in sport.  

 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Mark Allen (Primary)  

Jessica Mills (Secondary)  

Primary supervisor's 

email address mark_allen@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 

Direct replication of “Does the Dark Triad predict self-perceived attractiveness, mate value, and 

number of sexual partners both in men and women?” 

 

Description of topic 1  

This project will be a direct replication of a recent study that found “dark” personality traits relate 

to components of reproductive success in a sample of university students in Finland. The objective 

is to double the sample size (increase statistical power) and check on the robustness of results in a 

sample of Australian university students.    Borráz-León, J. I., & Rantala, M. J. (2021). Does the 

Dark Triad predict self-perceived attractiveness, mate value, and number of sexual partners both in 

men and women?. Personality and Individual Differences, 168, 110341.   

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 Direct replication of “Altruism predicts mating success in humans” Study 1 

Description of topic 1 

This project will be a direct replication of the first study reported in a 2017 article that found 

altruism and personality traits predict reproductive success in unmarried university students in 

Canada. The objective is to double the sample size (increase statistical power) and check on the 

robustness of results in a sample of Australian university students.    Arnocky, S., Piché, T., Albert, 

G., Ouellette, D., & Barclay, P. (2017). Altruism predicts mating success in humans. British 

Journal of Psychology, 108, 416-435.   

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Rodney Croft (Primary)  

Jessica Mills & Nadia Solowij (Secondary Topic 1 only) 

Matthew MacFarlane & Sarah Loughran (Secondary Topic 2 only) 



Primary supervisor's 

email address rcroft@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Cannabidiol treatment for early-stage dementia  

Description of topic 1  

These projects form part of a clinical trial investigating the effectiveness of cannabidiol (CBD) as a 

treatment for symptoms associated with early-stage dementia. Specifically, the projects will 

evaluate the potential effects of daily CBD administration on affective (e.g. anxiety and depressive 

symptoms) and homeostatic (e.g. appetite, sleep) functioning, via questionnaire measures, in 

individuals with early-stage dementia over a 12-week course of treatment. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  PSYC359 preferred 

  

Title of Topic 2 Effect of noise reduction on in-patient sleep and mood 

Description of topic 1 

Poor sleep is endemic in medical wards, and it is well established that poor and fragmented sleep is 

associated with a number of poor health outcomes. Frequently, medical professionals have used 

pharmacological methods (such as benzodiazepines) for managing sleep in hospital, but this often 

comes with undesirable side effects. This study is designed to test the efficacy of a non-

pharmacological intervention (using earplugs and a facemask at bedtime) for hospital in-patients, 

using a randomised control design over a 7-day interval to test for beneficial effects of the 

intervention on subjective sleep quality, objective sleep time, anxiety and mood..   

Maximum students 

allowed? 1 

Any assumed 

knowledge? PSYC359 preferred 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Laura Robinson     

Primary supervisor's 

email address laurar@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Topics in mental health, substance use treatment and/or occupational health psychology 

Description of topic 1  The specific topic will be developed further with the student. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No  

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Peter Leeson      

Primary supervisor's 

email address pleeson@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 The paradox of expertise. 

Description of topic 1  

There is near universal agreement amongst scientists about issues such as the impact of climate 

change and the benefits of vaccination. Nonetheless, despite the data many people distrust experts 

in these areas. In fact, ‘the experts’ are often seen as less credible than other sources. This project 

will look at factors that influence this distrust of scientific expertise.          

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

  

Title of Topic 2 Attribution and ideology. 



Description of topic 2 

The study of attribution has a long history in psychology. Nonetheless, this work has tended to 

focus on attribution for one’s own behaviours. Nonetheless, the attributions we make for other 

individuals’ social circumstances may play an important role in the ideologies we endorse. Thus 

this project will look at attributions, core beliefs and the links these may have with political 

ideology.    

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge? No 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Vida Bliokas     

Primary supervisor's 

email address vida@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Identifying psychological needs in palliative care patients 

Description of topic 1  Please email supervisor for project description 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 Susan Thomas    

Primary supervisor's 

email address sthomas@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Hormones and mental health 

Description of topic 1  

Stress activates the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis which brings about changes in cortisol and 

a host of other hormones. Over time, stress is a risk factor both for mental and physical health 

problems.  Students will work on a longitudinal study examining relationships between mental 

health and physical health, particularly hormones. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  Yes - Students must have an interest/aptitude in biological psychology. 

 

 

Supervisor name/s 

 

Peter Kelly (Primary)   

Tayla Degan (Secondary) 

Primary supervisor's 

email address pkelly@uow.edu.au 

Title of Topic 1 Mental health / alcohol & other drug treatment 

Description of topic 1  

My program of research is focused on improving treatment within mental health and alcohol & 

other drug treatment settings. I am happy to work with the student to develop a project within this 

area. We have a number of archival datasets that could be used for projects in this area. 

Maximum students 

allowed? 2 

Any assumed 

knowledge?  No 

 


