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School of Health and Society

Honours research proposal
Improving teacher wellbeing
Project Title

Improving teacher wellbeing
This project aims to understand methods to address schoolteacher
Brief description
wellbeing, with the aim of trialling a pilot study.
Supervisor(s)
Dr Anne-Maree Parrish
External Stakeholders Schools and school teachers/principals, NSW Dept of Education
Discipline
Public Health (BPH Hons.)
This research will involve two stages:
What kind of data
i)
a systematic review
and/or research
ii)
a study in the school setting – this will be partly guided by an
methods will it
existing project (data collection in 2022) and the findings
involve?
from the review.

What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. prerequisites, specific
research interests,
personal qualities)

Skills associated with systematic reviews understanding the steps
associated with e.g. PRISMA and systematic reviews.
Data collection skills relating to the school setting (still to be fully
determined based on the outcomes of the systematic review)
Ethics
Project planning

These skills are transferable to any Public Health of Health Promotion
position in both the not for profit sector and Public health/health
promotion sectors

Weekly supervisory meetings, access to resources in the Early Start Food
and Movement lab

A high achieving, motivated individual who is organised, can work as part
of a team and autonomously, has good written skills, is interested in
improving the health and wellbeing of others, is good with people and
respectful of community partners and their interests.
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Honours research proposal
Scientific Fantasy to Medical Reality: Examining the Impact of Science Fiction
Narratives on Public Perception of Healthcare Artificial Intelligence
Scientific Fantasy to Medical Reality: Examining the Impact of Science
Fiction Narratives on Public Perception of Healthcare Artificial Intelligence
The project will analyse existing data from the NHMRC Ideas Grant
1181960 The Algorithm Will See You Now Stakeholder Interviews. The
analysis will draw out metaphors and misconceptions based on science
Brief description
fiction narratives that study participants believe to have real-world
implications on the trust in and development of healthcare artificial
intelligence (AI).
Supervisor(s)
Dr Yves Saint James Aquino
Discipline
Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
The project will involve coding and analysis of interview transcripts using
A Grounded Theory approach. There will be ~70 interviews, ranging from
20-80 minutes (average of 40 minutes), that have been transcribed and
anonymised. The analysis will only focus on sections of the interview
transcript that discuss science fiction narratives (e.g., literary works or
What kind of data
films).
and/or research
The student has the option to do coding using qualitative data analysis
methods will it
software (e.g., NVivo).
involve?
Key steps in the analysis will include mapping all the science fiction
references in the transcripts, systematically examining the ways in which
these references are being used by the participants to take positi ons on
healthcare AI issues, and making explicit underpinning assumptions about
AI itself and the public understandings of AI.
The student is expected to develop skills in empirical methods, specifically
the coding and analysis of interview transcripts.
The student is expected to engage with academic literature relevant to
What key skills and
the findings of the study.
competencies can
The student is expected to hone skills in critical thinking and academic
the student expect
writing by helping draft a manuscript for journal publication.
to develop?
The student is expected to understand the basic knowledge about the
current state of healthcare artificial intelligence.
The student is expected to develop skills in using data analysis software.
The project can help establish vital skills for careers in higher degree
What career
research in social sciences, public health and human services.
pathways and
The project will help the student develop skills in critical thinking and data
employment
analysis that benefit professionals in nearly every area of the workforce.
opportunities might
Research skills and knowledge of data analysis software can help the
value this expertise?
student pursue jobs as analysts and researchers in various industries.
What resources,
I will provide support in developing and completing the honours project
time commitment
within appropriate time frame. I will maintain regular contact (weekly or
and other support
fortnightly) to monitor the student’s progress. I will provide feedback on
are offered by the
any submission to improve the student’s work.
supervisor(s)?
Students who are interested in artificial intelligence and emerging health
Who might be a
technologies, and are enthusiastic to learn about empirical methods,
suitable applicant
philosophical analysis and critical thinking are encouraged to apply.
for this project?
Project Title
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Honours research proposal
Who works ‘from home’ and does ‘remote work’ affect our health?
Project Title

Brief description

Supervisor(s)
Discipline
What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?
What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?

Who works ‘from home’ and does ‘remote work’ affect our health?
The COVID-19 pandemic has driven millions into ‘remote work’ (i.e.
working from home). Some have raised concerns that remote work has
increased levels of social isolation, while others point to potential
benefits such as more time with family; the net impact on physical and
mental health is unclear. Furthermore, the enforced nature of working
from home during a global pandemic is not the same as working from
home by choice, in so far as flexible working arrangements are offered by
some employers.
This Honours project will utilise data already collected from individuals
and families living all over Australia, prior to the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic. The project will examine what groups of people were more
likely to transition into and out of ‘remote work’, with a particular focus
on gender, age, educational and occupational differences. It will also
determine the level of social and health benefit associated with working
from home.
Prof. Thomas Astell-Burt and A/Prof Roger Patulny
Public Health (BPH Hons.)
Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
Epidemiological studies

Skills in social epidemiology, applying statistical models to large datasets.

Public Health research, data analyst, epidemiologist

All data are already available and will be provided to the student.
Supervisors will support the student in the development of the research
questions, and the development and implementation of the data analysis
plan. The student will be encouraged to submit findings for publication in
a suitable journal in an article with the supervisors as co-authors.

Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. pre- Capacity to undertake statistical analyses (e.g. D/HD in introductory
requisites, specific
statistics subject).
research interests,
personal qualities)
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Honours research proposal
How do parenting characteristics influence the dietary intake and physical
activity habits of 5-year-old Aboriginal children
How do parenting characteristics influence the dietary intake and physical
activity habits of 5-year-old Aboriginal children
This project will explore relationships between parenting characteristics
and the dietary intake and physical activity patterns of Aboriginal children
using an existing dataset. These data were collected as part of a
community-based trial involving Aboriginal children and their carers. The
Brief description
trial was conducted from pregnancy to child age 2- to 3-years and
involved motivational interviewing and anticipatory guidance for carers,
combined with preventive healthcare practices for children. The
proposed project will involve the cross-sectional analysis of longer-term
follow up data of these children at age 5-years.
Supervisor(s)
Smithers, Hammersley, Okely
External Stakeholders
Jamieson
Discipline
Public Health (BPH Hons.)
The student will conduct a cross-sectional analysis of long-term follow up
data from an existing study, explore associations between parenting and
the dietary intake and physical activity patterns of the children. The
What kind of data
project will involve searching literature to understand parenting selfand/or research
efficacy, parenting practices, and parent-child relationships, refining a
methods will it involve?
research question around the influence of parenting on children’s dietary
intake and physical activity habits, and conducting a quantitative analysis
that is based on modern epidemiological principles.
Literature searching skills
Use of directed acyclic graphs for a research question
What key skills and
Analysis of data using regression models. If possible, the student may
competencies can the
undertake more sophisticated modelling such as imputation for missing
student expect to
information.
develop?
Interpretation of findings of quantitative data analyses.
Oral and written presentation skills.
What career pathways Any career requiring careful management of data, thoughtful analyses,
and employment
cautious interpretation, and experience with verbal and written
opportunities might
communication of research. This type of expertise is valued in
value this expertise?
government, NGO and academic sectors.
What resources, time
commitment and other Resources are provided by the School of Health and Society. The
support are offered by successful students will meet weekly with the supervisory team.
the supervisor(s)?
This project would be suitable for students who enjoy data analysis, and
is an exciting opportunity for those with a curious mind who love learning
Who might be a
how to do new things! It would appeal to students who have an interest
suitable applicant for
in paediatrics and parenting practices. The project will require students to
this project? (e.g. prebe careful, responsible and persistent. They should also be professional,
requisites, specific
punctual and well-prepared.
research interests,
This project will involve a deep dive into quantitative analyses,
personal qualities)
epidemiological methods and causal inference. You should be proficient
in the use of statistical software. If you don’t love epidemiology, statistics
or analysing data, this project is not for you.
Project Title
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Honours research proposal
Patient experience with telemedicine: A risk reduction approach to COVID-19
management
Project Title

Brief description

Supervisor(s)
Discipline
What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?

What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. prerequisites, specific
research interests,
personal qualities)

Patient experience with telemedicine: A risk reduction approach to COVID19 management
COVID-19 created a ‘new normal’, forcing health systems to use digital
resolutions, like telemedicine, to better manage the pandemic.
Telemedicine removes transportation costs, as well as distance and time
barriers, allowing patients to access timely care, regardless of location.
Necessarily, it became instrumental to access healthcare during COVID-19,
while ensuring physical distancing to protect patients, families, and
healthcare professionals. This study aims to explore perceived usefulness
and acceptability of telemedicine application among clinicians and patients
during COVID 19, and map the barriers and facilitators of the uptake of
telemedicine in primary care settings.
Dr Hassan Hosseinzadeh. There are few potential co-supervisors in this
project. The most suitable one will be selected based on candidate’s
background and needs. Maximum two students can work on this project.
Public Health (BPH Hons.)
This is an online study, which will use both qualitative and quantitative
research methods for data collection. Quantitative data will be collected
using an online survey. Qualitative data will be collected using semi structured interviews by phone or zoom. Data will be collected from
patients and clinicians used telemedicine since COVID-19 in general
practice settings in primary care, NSW, Australia.
Online data collection method, quantitative and qualitative data collection
and analysis, data collection in clinical setting, liaising with primary care
clinicians including GPs, nurses and allied health professionals, writing
papers for publication, problem solving and managing competing priories
in GP settings. Candidate (s) will also have opportunities to expand his/her
professional and career network via working with well experienced
researchers and GP practices across NSW.
Skills and experience learned from this project will be valuable for careers
in primary care, general practice, hospitals, NGOs and government
departments. Digital health including telemedicine is increasingly getting
popular in health sector as such this project can be instrumental for those
who are interested in digital health and working in clinical settings.
I am leading this project, which is an international study involving many
countries. Successful candidate (s) will only work on the Australian part of
the project. I will supervise and work on the project as such there will be
daily contacts for most of weekdays via email, phone and zoom. I wi ll
support the candidate (s) in data collection.
This project is suitable for those who interested in digital and looking for a
career in clinical setting especially in primary car. Candidate (s) should have
a great understanding of data collection and working in clinical settings;
and experience and skills in data collection and analysis in quantitative
data. Experience in qualitative data collection will be considered
favourably. In terms of personal qualities, time management and meeting
deadlines are key for the success in this project.
Successful candidate (s) will be determined after an interview and CV
check.
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Honours research proposal
To Wheel or to Shoulder: Examining the use of roller backpacks in the high
school setting
Project Title

To Wheel or to Shoulder: Examining the use of roller backpacks in the high school
setting.

Brief description

Students carry increasingly heavy backpacks while at school resulting in growing
interest in the effects this has on musculoskeletal pain, posture, and comfort. In
response, Oobobags, a local NSW business, has designed a wheelable school bag as an
alternative. To support bringing this product to market, formative research is required
to examine the feasibility and acceptability of wheeled backpacks among high school
students. This study will provide a comprehensive analysis of student views and
experiences using the Oobobag compared to a shoulder carried backpack and explore
the barriers and facilitators of introducing this alternative into schools more broadly.

Supervisor(s)

Dr Katharina Kariippanon, Dr Robyn Coman, Dr Anne-Maree Parrish

External
Stakeholders

Petia Sevil - Oobobags

(delete irrelevant)

 Public Health (BPH Hons.)
 Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)

What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?

This study will involve both quantitative and qualitative data collection. A survey will
examine student views and experiences across a broad range of areas and the insights
this provides will then guide an in-depth exploration, particularly around the barries
and facilitators of using wheeled backpacks.

Discipline

This project will give the student the opportunity to be involved in all aspects of a
What key skills and research study including reviewing the literature, planning the study, developing survey
competencies can and interview questions, obtaining ethics, data collection, analysis, and interpretation.
the student expect The project will be conducted in collaboration with the industry partner and forms part
to develop?
of a larger study with colleagues from the Faculty of Engineering who will conduct
biomechanical testing of the wheeled backpack.
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities
might value these
expertise?

This project provides the student with the opportunity to work in a diverse,
interdisciplinary team on a real-world problem/solution. Being part of the whole
research project will give the student useful skills including liaising with industry,
recruiting schools/students, survey development and quantitative analysis,
interviewing, thematic analysis, and interpretation. These skills are highly transferable
and relevant to a wide variety of roles in the workforce and will be valued by employers
across research and practice settings.

What resources,
time commitment
and other support
are offered by the
supervisor(s)?

The student will be provided with a desk in Early Start, UOW and will be supported by
regular meetings with the supervisory team. The supervisors will guide the student as
required to conduct all aspects of the research. The supervisory team has extensive
experience conducting research in the school setting and is comprised of academics
from public health and OH&S.

Who might be a
suitable applicant
for this project?

This project is suitable for a student with a broad interest in how researchers and
industry can work together to address a real-world problem with public health
implications. The student should be willing to gain in-depth experience with both
quantitative and qualitative methods and will have undertaken a research methods
subject providing them with some grounding in both methodologies. The student is
expected to work well as part of team but also independently.
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Honours research proposal
Examining Community Knowledge and Attitudes towards Wildlife Crime
Examining Community Knowledge and Attitudes towards Wildlife Crime in
Australia
There is significant international concern about wildlife crime. Broadly,
research efforts have focused on reducing poaching of iconic and
keystone species, protecting endangered species, and identifying criminal
networks, trafficking routes and methods. It is widely agreed that wildlife
crime is lucrative, holds little risk of detection and, in rare prosecutions
penalties are small. As a result of the focus on iconic and keystone species
(such as rhino), there is a geographical emphasis on African and Asian
countries. Comparatively little is known about the extent and nature of
wildlife crime in Australia. What is known is that trafficking does occur,
particularly of Australian wild reptiles and bird species. Beyond this, there
Brief description
appears to be a broad assumption that other forms of wildlife crime (such
as poaching, illegal harvesting and illegal sale) do not occur in Australia, or
occur only rarely. From this starting point, this proposed project aims to
use an anonymous survey methodology to explore Australia community
knowledge about wildlife crime (e.g. what ‘counts’ as wildlife crime,
where does it occur, which species are impacted? etc) and attitudes
towards it (e.g. should wildlife crime be a priority in Australia, is wildlife
crime a problem, should these acts be criminalised? etc). The successful
applicant may also undertake some of the project collaboratively with the
supervisors and a second Honours student specifically exploring wildlife
crime penalties.
Supervisor(s)
Dr Natalia Hanley and Dr Katarina Mikac
Discipline
Social Sciences (BSS Honours)
Data and/or
Secondary collation and analysis of literature about community attitudes
research methods
towards wildlife crime; Anonymous survey for community participants
Project management skills (planning, record keeping, compliance with
What key skills and
ethics requirements, data management); Survey design and survey data
competencies can
analysis; Ability to synthesis literature from a variety of disciplines
the student expect
Ability to effectively communicate research results verbally, and in
to develop?
writing; Working collaboratively in a research team; Working
collaboratively on co-authored publications, where appropriate.
Wildlife crime is managed at state and federal levels by a variety of
What career
organisations including the AFP, Department of Agriculture, Water and
pathways and
the Environment, Australian Border Force, NSW Department of Planning,
employment
Industry and Environment plus very many not-for-profit advocacy and
opportunities might research organisations. There is also significant international interest in
value this expertise? better understanding wildlife crime, the UNODC is a major agency, for
example.
What resources,
Supervisory meetings typically take place fortnightly. Supervisors offer
time commitment
feedback on research design, research instruments, ethics applications,
and other support
project management strategies, drafts of project outputs, advice about
are offered by the
further modes of support (e.g. for data analysis and literature searching)
supervisor(s)?
co-authorship of publications where appropriate to the project.
This project is suitable for an applicant with a social science background.
Who might be a
Applicants who have studied criminology or geography may have
suitable applicant
particularly relevant knowledge. As this is a specialised area not generally
for this project?
studied in detail at undergraduate level applicants who are not from these
disciplines should not be discouraged from applying.
Project Title
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Honours research proposal
Examining Wildlife Crime Penalties in Australia
Project Title

Brief description

Supervisor(s)
Discipline

What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?

What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?

What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are

Examining Wildlife Crime Penalties in Australia
There is significant international concern about wildlife crime. Broadly,
research efforts have focused on reducing poaching of iconic and
keystone species, protecting endangered species, and identifying
criminal networks, trafficking routes and methods. It is widely agreed
that wildlife crime is lucrative, holds little risk of detection and, in rare
prosecutions penalties are small. In Australia there have been attempts
to increase penalties associated with wildlife crime. However,
prosecution rates remain low, and where prosecution does occur the
sentencing outcomes are typically weak.
From this starting point, this proposed project aims to use case and/or
media analysis methodology to understand sentencing responses to
wildlife crime in Australia. The successful applicant may consider
alternative or additional research methods such as qualitative interviews
with Judges/Magistrates in a case study jurisdiction.
The successful applicant may also undertake some of the project
collaboratively with the supervisors and a second Honours student
specifically exploring community attitudes towards wildlife crime.
Dr Natalia Hanley and Dr Katarina Mikac
Social Sciences (BSS Honours)
This project would involve a combination of some of the following
methods (note, not all):
Secondary collation and analysis of literature about wildlife crime
prosecution and sentencing.
Secondary data analysis of sentencing outcomes and/or media articles
about wildlife crime prosecution in Australia
Qualitative interviews
Survey design/data analysis of one discrete subsection of a larger survey.
Project management skills (planning, record keeping, compliance with
ethics requirements, data management)
Case and/or media analysis
Interview design and analysis
Limited survey section design and survey section data analysis
Ability to synthesis literature from a variety of disciplines
Ability to effectively communicate research results verbally, and in
writing.
Working collaboratively in a research team
Working collaboratively on co-authored publications, where appropriate.
Wildlife crime is managed at state and federal levels by a variety of
organisations including the AFP, Department of Agriculture, Water and
the Environment, Australian Border Force, NSW Department of Planning,
Industry and Environment plus very many not-for-profit advocacy and
research organisations. There is also significant international interest in
better understanding wildlife crime, the UNODC is a major agency, for
example.
Supervisory meetings typically take place fortnightly. Supervisors offer
feedback on research design, research instruments, ethics applications,
project management strategies, drafts of project outputs, advice about
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Honours research proposal
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. prerequisites, specific
research interests,
personal qualities)

further modes of support (e.g. for data analysis and literature searching),
co-authorship of publications where appropriate to the project.
This project is suitable for an applicant with a social science background.
Applicants who have studied criminology or geography may have
particularly relevant knowledge. As this is a specialised area not
generally studied in detail at undergraduate level applicants who are not
from these disciplines should not be discouraged from applying.
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Honours research proposal
Understanding the geospatial dynamics of drug markets
Project Title

Understanding the geospatial dynamics of drug markets
Since 1999, the Australian Institute of Criminology has monitored drug
use and drug market activity in Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide
Brief description
and Perth. This project will involve the collation of location-specific ABS
statistical profiles and use secondary quantitative analysis of the AIC’s
DUMA data to explore the geospatial dynamics of drug markets.
Supervisor(s)
Prof. Jason Payne
External Stakeholders Australian Institute of Criminology
 Public Health (BPH Hons.)
Discipline
 Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?
What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. prerequisites, specific
research interests,
personal qualities)





Comprehensive literature review
Collection and collation of geospatial data from the ABS
Secondary analysis of the AIC’s DUMA dataset

Techniques of quantitative descriptive analysis

Competence in quantitative data analysis is a highly valued skill in both
the government and non-government sectors.

Direct supervision on quantitative analysis (2 hours per week)

Criminology Major
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Honours research proposal
'Lifestylisation of pathology': Online advertisements of direct-to-consumer
pathology tests.
'Lifestylisation of pathology': Online advertisements of direct-toconsumer pathology tests.
Direct-to-consumer (DTC) tests are diagnostic and screening tests sold to
consumers without requiring them to have a consultation or referral
from a doctor. The range and variety of DTC tests have become more
accessible, particularly in the online marketplace. There is a concern that
some of these services offer expensive but sometimes unproven or
Brief description
unnecessary tests to consumers that may not benefit them. This study
will critically analyse online websites and social media advertising DTC
pathology tests (3- 4 case studies), with a focus on how tests that may
lead to significant clinical consequences are portrayed as lifestyle and
wellness products for healthy people. It will discuss the broader ethical
and social implications for consumers.
Supervisor(s)
Dr Patti Shih
External Stakeholders TBC
 Public Health (BPH Hons.)
Discipline
 Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
What kind of data
and/or research
Qualitative content analysis (textual and visual) ; In-depth literature
methods will it
search and review
involve?
What key skills and
Web-based searches of relevant advertisements in commercial websites
competencies can the
and social media of DTC testing products; Critical analysis of
student expect to
advertisement, examining the key concepts and messages relayed in
develop?
the textual and visual data
What career
Students will develop key literature and web research skills that will
pathways and
prepare them well for higher degrees by research (e.g. MRes and PhD). A
employment
wide range of government, non-government and industry employers will
opportunities might
value these research and analytical skills.
value this expertise?
What resources, time Regular supervisory meetings; support with qualitative data analysis
commitment and
training; support with developing conceptual and critical analysis of the
other support are
data. The student will also be part of the vibrant ACHEEV and HAS
offered by the
academic community, invited to take part in Centre meetings, Reading
supervisor(s)?
Groups and seminars.
Who might be a
Interested in understanding more about emerging health technologies
suitable applicant for and their online marketing strategies; willing to think critically and
this project? (e.g. pre- outside of the box; interested in tackling controversial issues in health
requisites, specific
such as overdiagnosis, overtesting and medicalisation, and engage with
research interests,
their underpinning theories. Some prior knowledge of web content
personal qualities)
analysis would be advantageous but not essential.
Project Title
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Honours research proposal
Making healthy people sick: is it always good to ‘catch it early’?
Project Title

Brief description

Supervisor(s)
External
Stakeholders
Discipline
What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?
What key skills and
competencies can
the student expect
to develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities
might value this
expertise?
What resources,
time commitment
and other support
are offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant
for this project?

Making healthy people sick: is it always good to ‘catch it early’?
It’s always a good idea to have health checks and find conditions early.
Right? Although the idea of prevention and early detection has been a
mainstay of public health for decades, evidence increasingly and
conclusively shows that this can also do harm. This harm is occurring partly
because the thresholds for detecting and diagnosing conditions are being
lowered, often by expert guideline-setting groups of clinicians who stand to
gain from having more patients. If people are diagnosed without symptoms,
and treated as though they are sick, it’s likely that the treatment might
actually make their lives worse. This is happening in many conditions,
including Gestational Diabetes Mellitus (GDM) and thyroid cancer – so
much so that some have proposed we should change the name of the
lowest risk form of these conditions, to prevent people from receiving
unnecessary treatment. In recent years the Australian Centre for Health
Engagement, Evidence and Values in HAS, and the Centre for Evidence
Based Healthcare at Bond University, have conducted citizens’ juries on
these issues. We asked Australians whether we should still call these
conditions diabetes, and cancer, respectively. The result is four fascinating
two-day debates between groups of Australians about what should count as
a disease, and what the responsibilities of the healthcare system really are.
This project will involve a comparative qualitative analysis of the data from
those juries. In addition to the Hons dissertation, we will aim to support you
to prepare a journal article for submission to a peer reviewed journal based
on your analysis.
Prof Stacy Carter, Dr Patti Shih
A/Prof Rae Thomas, Bond University
 Public Health (BPH Hons.)
 Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
Transcripts of four two-day events where groups of approximately 15
diverse Australians heard expert evidence about GDM or thyroid cancer,
and then debated what these conditions should be called and whether and
how health care systems should reduce harm from unnecessary diagnosis.
Both inductive and deductive qualitative analysis; engaging public
perspectives and public knowledge in healthcare policy decision-making
The data analysis skills and conceptual knowledge gained will set you up
well for a higher degree in research in social sciences and public health. You
will learn critical thinking, literature review and writing skills highly valued
in a range of careers, including in research, policy making, social services
delivery and journalism.
Regular supervision meetings; support with qualitative data analysis
training and developing conceptual and critical analysis of the data. The
student will also be part of the ACHEEV and HAS academic community,
invited to take part in Centre meetings, Reading Groups and seminars.
Having some experience or knowledge of qualitative data analysis would be
useful; being willing to learn these skills; strong commitment to research
ethics, willingness to adhere strictly to data management protocols.
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Honours research proposal
Digital junk food marketing to children: exploring the links between marketing
exposures and socio-demographic characteristics
Project Title

Brief description

Digital junk food marketing to children: exploring the links between
marketing exposures and socio-demographic characteristics
The SoMe (Social Online Marketing Engagement) study captured almost
270 hours of recorded online screen time for young people to assess the
nature and extent of their exposures to digital junk food marketing. The
main findings from this study were recently published
(https://www.jmir.org/2021/7/e28144). Young people were exposed to a
median of 17 food promotions for every hour they spent online on their
mobile devices. The vast majority of these exposures were for unhealthy
foods.
This Honours project will further explore these data to identify geographic
and demographic variations in children’s digital junk food marketing
exposures. For example, analyses will assess associations between
children’s place of residence and exposures to marketing for fast food
delivery services, acknowledging available evidence on the link between
greater social deprivation and greater access to fast food restaurants in
residential areas.

Supervisor(s)

A/Prof. Bridget Kelly and Prof. Thomas Astell-Burt

External Stakeholders
Discipline

 Public Health (BPH Hons.)

What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?

Quantitative data analyses

What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?

Experience / skills in planning for and undertaking statistical analyses on
large datasets.

What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value these
expertise?

Public Health research, data analyst, food policy officer

What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project?

All data are already captured and will be provided to the student.
Supervisors will support the student in the development of the research
questions, and the development and implementation of the data analysis
plan.
Demonstrated capacity to undertake statistical analyses (e.g. D/HD in
introductory statistics subject).
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PrEP access and use among women in Australia
Project Title

Brief description

Supervisor(s)
External Stakeholders
Discipline
What kind of data
and/or research
methods will it
involve?
What key skills and
competencies can the
student expect to
develop?
What career
pathways and
employment
opportunities might
value this expertise?
What resources, time
commitment and
other support are
offered by the
supervisor(s)?
Who might be a
suitable applicant for
this project? (e.g. prerequisites, specific
research interests,
personal qualities)

PrEP access and use among women in Australia
Although PrEP for the prevention of HIV is widely available in Australia
through the PBS, the focus of provision has been very much targeted at gay
and bisexual men as key HIV risk populations. Women have not been
viewed as a significant population. Less than 2% of PrEP patients are
women while they make up more than 10% of new notifications. However
with moves towards elimination of HIV transmission in Australia, and
relative increases in heterosexual HIV acquisition, we need to understand
women’s knowledge, access and experiences of PrEP in order to
appropriately provide information and services.
Assoc. Prof Catherine MacPhail
Nick Medland (ASHM, The Kirby Institute); Limin Mao Centre for Social
Research in Health, UNSW
 Public Health (BPH Hons.)
 Social Sciences (BSS Hons.)
 Social Work (BSW Hons.)
Qualitative interviews and data analysis with patients who will be recruited
through GPs and other health services providing PrEP to women






Familiarity with NVIVO as a qualitative analysis platform
Thematic and content analysis
Interview skills
Development of academic writing
Experience working in a collaborative group




Good preparation for PhD study if this is a planned future pathway
Research positions with health services or community services in the
health sector









Supervisors will meet regularly (weekly) with student and work on coanalysis of the data
Current NHMRC Ideas grant under review to fund this work

Would prefer that this student is female (required) and potentially
slightly older than 4 years out of school (less important)
Specific interest in health delivery and sexual health
Specific interest in qualitative research methods
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EIS Antimicrobial resistance project
NB: This is a public health related project with academic supervisors from the Faculty of Engineering
& Information Sciences. If you're interested in this project, pls contact the Honours Coordinators first
to discuss your eligibility and pre-requisites.

Project details
Title of proposed project: The threat and impact of antimicrobial resistance across the
Illawarra Shoalhaven: trends and evolution of multi-resistant organisms
Is this a new project or an ongoing project? Ongoing.
How many student(s) can this project accommodate? Two. One student each for sub projects
1 and 2.
Does this project require data collection? No. This proposal utilises already existing datasets.
What will the student(s) be expected to do? Literature review, data analysis, write up
COVID Considerations: This project can be completed remotely, if required.
Supervisors: Distinguished Professor Antoine van Oijen, Professor Alberto Nettel-Aguirre,
Professor Marijka Batterham, Associate Professor Spiros Miyakis. Supervisory list to be
confirmed.
Research Aims and Objectives
Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a significant public health and economic concern. Unless
solutions are found to stop the spread of AMR, it is estimated that today’s 700,000 deaths per
year could grow to an enormous 10 million deaths per year by 2050. The use of antibiotics in
both Australian hospitals and communities is high, comparative to other countries, with
prescription rates generally higher in areas of low socioeconomic status. Research has shown
that there are substantial geographic variations in the occurrence of certain organisms and
their associated AMR. Knowledge and awareness of prevalent organisms and their associated
AMR patterns, particularly at a local level, is essential in allowing clinicians to make the most
appropriate decisions regarding antibiotic treatment.
The Illawarra Shoalhaven region’s stable and diverse population base provides an excellent test
bed for research into new ways to tackle AMR. Not only does the Illawarra Shoalhaven boast
regional, rural and metropolitan areas, it has a well-defined and contained coastal strip with a
relatively stable population base. Furthermore, the region has only one Local Health District
(served by one public pathology provider), one University and one major private pathology
provider that services the majority of community pathology testing.
The research outlined in this proposal forms part of a larger project being undertaken by the
Wollongong Antimicrobial Resistance Research Alliance (WARRA). The proposed projects are a
collaboration between UOW, the Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District, NSW Health
Pathology, Southern.IML Pathology and the University of Technology Sydney.
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The subset projects outlined here aim to:
1. Identify trends in antimicrobial resistance over a period of time across the Illawarra
Shoalhaven region, particularly exploring the influence of demographic factors
2. Geospatially map community antimicrobial resistance across the Illawarra Shoalhaven
Research Methods
This research will utilise already existing retrospective observational datasets.
Some experience with quantitative analysis, including use of statistical software packages such
as R is desirable. Students will work closely with experts in the field to conduct appropriate
statistical and geospatial analysis, including setting up spatial and attribute elements
(specifically for Project 2).
Ethics
Ethics approval has been obtained. An amendment will be required for the addition of
investigators. For further information, please contact WARRA Project Officer, Janaye Fish at
Janaye.fish@health.nsw.gov.au.
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