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and the
Sustainable Development Goals
This report showcases current ACCESS research projects and their alignment with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). All projects contribute to multiple SDGs and demonstrate our ongoing
commitment to local and global sustainability. The research showcased in this report covers 12 of
the 17 SDGs (Figure 1). Results from a Publication Activity Report (PAR) are also included. The
results indicate that ACCESS publications in recent years have contributed to all SDGs. The
partners we collaborate with in contributing to the SDGs are also listed. Where specific projects
have included partner collaboration, this is noted by inclusion of the Goal 17 logo in the project
description.

Figure 1. SDGs addressed by current ACCESS projects

REGENERATIVE AGRICULTURE
Regenerative agriculture is a growing worldwide agroecological movement and has the potential to
transform agricultural and grazing systems. While its
biophysical outcomes remain subject to debate, the
social, personal and cultural institutions and process
associated with regenerative agriculture potentially
offer much that is of value for transitions to more
resilient primary production. This project examines the
personal transitions of NSW graziers into forms of
regenerative agriculture and identifies how these
transitions were initiated and sustained.

AGRI-FOOD SYSTEMS
This research aims to understand barriers and enablers for
agricultural skills and knowledge exchange between Pacific
Islander and Australian farmers involved in Australia’s
Seasonal Worker Programme (SWP). This research
analyses the different agri-food systems skills and
knowledges acquired across selected value chains through
interviews and focus group discussions with workers in
Australia and selected PICs. It identifies opportunities for
learning, capacity development and knowledge exchange
between countries to support future food systems
resilience in the Pacific Islands region.
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URBAN FORESTS

SETTLING WELL

Urban forests are fundamental to city liveability,
resilience, and sustainability and trees are increasingly
recognised as contributing to solutions for multiple
contemporary urban challenges such as climate
change, urban heating and cooling, air quality,
connection with nature. This research extends beyond
an evaluation of trees’ contribution to supporting health
and well‐being via the lens of ecosystem services
frameworks to capture their socio‐cultural valuations.
Extending knowledge of the contribution of trees to
good health and well-being will assist municipal
governments to retain and expand urban forests.

Regional humanitarian settlement is a key priority across all
levels of government in Australia. This study provides the
first longitudinal assessment of the impacts of regional
settlement for humanitarian migrants and destination
communities. Its innovative, mixed-method and multi-sited
approach will generate new knowledge of the opportunities
and challenges for sustainable regional settlement.
Expected outcomes include enhanced community,
organisational and government decision-making capacity.
By guiding end-users’ current and future actions, the study
will support the well-being of humanitarian migrants and
contribute to healthy and resilient regional communities.

DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES
The ‘Dementia Friendly Kiama’ project is an ongoing partnership between
UOW, the Kiama Municipal Council, the Kiama community and Dementia
Australia. The research utilises a Community-based Participatory Action
Research framework to explore how different urban landscapes are
perceived and experienced by people living with dementia to inform designs
that are more inclusive and contribute to their health, well-being and qualityof-life. The project is informing the development, implementation and
evaluation of a dementia-friendly community intervention.
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LOW INCOME ENERGY EFFICIENCY
Internationally, the question of how to address rising
energy costs in the transition to more
environmentally sustainable and socially just energy
futures is critical. Energy justice is an urgent political
and ethical issue. In the Australian context, energy
efficiency regulations were introduced in 2003.
Hence, most Australian housing requires large
amounts of energy for both artificial heating and
cooling. With energy justice in mind, this
transdisciplinary project builds understanding of how
to conduct cost-effective upgrades to improve the
energy efficiency of housing stock of lower income
households.

GOVERNING URBAN ENERGY TRANSITIONS
Transitioning energy consumption and provision away
from fossil fuels toward renewable resources is an urgent
priority for cities around the world. Yet the forms of
governance required to facilitate these transitions are not
well developed or understood. Through a focus on top-tier
commercial office space in Australian cities, the project
identifies opportunities for and barriers to transition. It
sheds new light on the limits and potentials of urban
energy transitions and provides an evidence base to
inform policy and governance interventions. The research
broadens understandings of the ways energy systems in
Australian cities can be governed, and sustainably
renewed to facilitate energy transitions and pose critical
questions for the future shape of Australian cities.
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AUTO MAINTENANCE & REPAIR INDUSTRY
Sustaining productive employment for all through
industrial restructuring is a recurrent global challenge.
In Australia, the century-old auto manufacturing
industry closed in 2017 as the last Ford and GMHolden vehicles rolled off assembly lines in Melbourne
and Adelaide factories. Deploying survey and
ethnographic methods, the project investigates the
structural changes and documents transition
experiences among local firms, workshops and
workforces across auto-related businesses. It reveals
the challenges of adjusting to structural change across
auto-service providers, the changing labour processes
and skills training demands; and the policy responses
adopted in other international jurisdictions to suggest
ways to create more equitable economic growth
across the auto-repair and maintenance industries.
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URBAN CULTURE POLICY
Through comparative international case study
research, this project addresses the changing
dynamics of the creative economy and its
relationships with a complex urban manufacturing
sector to nurture sustainable industrialisation and
urban innovation. It considers the performance of
Australian cities in comparison with counterparts in
the United States, UK, China and Germany, on their
efforts to foster and deepen the creative
industries/manufacturing interface through spatial
planning and policy. Relationships between cultural
industries and urban manufacturing are examined.
The project documents how changing industry,
urban development, land use change,
technological, and policy dynamics affect cultural
production and identifies lessons for cities to
develop new inclusive policies around cultural
production and manufacturing.

THE AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE
This project investigates the past, present and future
significance of industrial landscapes and their infrastructural
investments, focusing on one of the Australia’s most significant
industrial precincts, Port Kembla, NSW. Amidst growing debate
over the future of port infrastructures and urban industrial
land, the research builds understandings of how industrial
ports and surrounding communities endure and evolve
overtime. By archiving recent industrial, worker and migrant
histories, new knowledge is developed that will contribute to
resilient industrial port regions and economies, and an
evidence base for future strategic thinking around industrial
port infrastructure.

Credit: Anthony Kerr, BlueScope

MOTORISED MOBILITY USERS
This project provides insights on how people who
are reliant upon motorised mobility devices
(MMDs) negotiate current transport
infrastructure, with a view to reducing
inequalities in access to amenities and services. It
explores the everyday meanings and experiences
of motorised mobility devices (MMDs), to provide
important insight to advocates, suppliers,
regulators, policy makers. The research is
producing an empirical evidence baseline to
inform planning and policy agendas in transport,
disability and health to inform the planning of
infrastructure and the types of MMDs designed
and sold in the future. The research contributes
to reducing inequality by impacting on the lives of
people who rely on MMDs and enhancing their
mobility and their access to amenities, services
and opportunities.
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SMART CITIES: LIVERPOOL
This research examines the aspects of public space in
Liverpool, NSW, that currently work well for residents and
visitors. The research combines smart sensor data
gathered from green spaces, with analysis of their
biophysical features, structural features and amenities,
and qualitative analysis of people’s experience of green
space and the reasons they chose to visit certain areas.
The project enables Liverpool City Council to design
policies that protect existing spaces that work well for
residents and to design new inclusive, safe and
sustainable spaces. This will help to build a resilient
community in Liverpool as it undergoes significant
development and population growth in the coming years.

POST-CARBON HOUSEHOLDS
Industrial and resource regions that have felt the effects
of automation and economic adjustment for decades
now face an imperative to transition out of carbon
intensive industries. This project addresses household
capacities to mediate and plan for this new challenge
which is already reconfiguring working life in regional
Australia. Outcomes include an empirical evidence base
that will enable governments, institutions and
employers to better understand the values and needs
of households in energy-intensive regions, and their
capacities to participate in transitions to more inclusive,
resilient and sustainable futures.

COMMUNITY VULNERABILITY TO DISASTERS
The project examines the potential to build resilience in
regions affected by disaster through active remembering.
Focusing on Australian memories of disaster, the research
explores the often conflicting concepts of ‘remembering a
disaster’ and ‘learning from a disaster’. Although postdisaster discourses reveal a desire to record and preserve
memories at multiple scales, to ensure that individuals,
communities and governments ‘never forget’, this focus
on remembrance often fails to prompt lasting change in
community behaviours or in government policy. This
research examines how active ways of remembering
might contribute to resilience, as well as seeking to
understand the long-term impacts of disaster through the
commemorative processes.

ECONOMIC MIGRATION PROJECT
As migrants and former refugees resettle in new
locations, they often face challenges around social and
economic inclusion. This research engages with the Great
South Coast Economic Migration Project (GSCEMP): a
program that supports African migrants and former
refugees living in Australian cities through voluntary
secondary resettlement to rural and regional areas of the
Southern Grampians and Glenelg Shires, Victoria. The
research documents key learnings of the GSCEMP from
the perspective of relocated families, destination
communities and implementing organisations. It informs
scholarship and government policy around rural and
regional resettlement to underpin inclusive, safe
communities.
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MAKING CITIES SMART
Globally, urban innovation has focused around the idea
of the ‘smart city’ as a way to enhance urban livability,
efficiency and sustainability. This project provides the
first analysis to delineate what is involved in making
cities smart in Australia. It collates evidence on smart
cities’ scope and implementation through a combination
of extensive and intensive case study research to
explore the structure, dynamics and consequences of
smart city governance. By building understandings of
how ‘smart city’ technologies are changing our cities,
their geographies and their governance, the project
provides insights into the promise and limits of
technological approaches to enhancing cities and their
social and environmental sustainability.

MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

MAINTENANCE IN COMMERCIAL BUIDLINGS

This research rethinks sustainable consumption through the
lens of the materials and skills involved in industrial production
and how they can contribute to more sustainable futures. The
project focuses on the Port Kembla steelworks that has
operated continuously for almost 90 years in the regional city
of Wollongong, NSW. Maintenance and repair are central to the
functioning of a large industrial plant, yet are often rendered
invisible in accounts of manufacturing. A close examination of
the workers who keep the steelworks running reveals how
cultures of thrift, care and making-do have flourished in the
regional steelmaking city as the methods, practices, skills and
values of the paid workplace spill out into the garage, shed and
suburban backyard. The research rethinks materials and skills
in ways that contribute to more sustainable futures.

Improving the energy performance of buildings is
key to creating more sustainable processes of
economic production. This interdisciplinary
research team is working with government
agencies and peak industry organisations to build
understanding of the how improved maintenance
of Heat, Ventilation and Air-Conditioning systems—
a major energy consumer—can improve building
energy outcomes, especially in mid-tier buildings. A
large national survey and extensive qualitative work
with building services technicians and facilities
managers provides a rich understanding of
maintenance practices and the current barriers and
opportunities for achieving greater energy
efficiencies. The research informs government
policy towards better energy performance in midtier buildings and contributes empirical data to
support the National Federation Reform Council’s
Trajectory for Low Energy Buildings.
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SAVING THE GREAT BARRIER REEF
Driven by carbon emissions and global
consumption practices, the iconic Australian
coastal landscape of the Barrier Reef
underwent two consecutive mass bleaching
events in 2016 and 2017. This project draws on
interdisciplinary collaboration between human
geographers, artists and coastal scientists to
explore the efficacy of mapping, drawing, storytelling and music to interrogate the
contemporary environmental and social
changes that are altering the Great Barrier Reef
and to communicate about impacts. The
project points to the potential of nontraditional scholarly outputs to communicate
about climate change more broadly.
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HUMAN-SHARK ENCOUNTER
Sustainable use of the oceans involves managing human use of oceans and
relations with non-human ocean dwellers. Sharks have come to be the focus
of intense public and policy debate in recent years. This research examines
the cultures and politics of human-shark encounter and shark hazard
management across multiple dimensions including: the experiences and views
of ocean-users; the effects and effectiveness of shark hazard management;
and the trials and evaluation of novel non-lethal shark hazard management
techniques. New work explores the range of human–shark encounters
through crowdsourced mapping methods. Better understanding these
dimensions is contributing to more sustainable human-ocean relations.
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BIOSECURITY & INVASIVE PLANT MANAGEMENT
This project examines invasive plant management by rural
landholders in Australian peri-urban areas and on rural
lifestyle landholdings. Invasive plant management is a major
activity for many landholders and important in developing
links to and knowledge of their land. Landholders variously
live with, seek to eradicate, or aim to control weeds. How
they do this has implications for landscape scale
environmental outcomes and for pathways to effective
invasive plant management.

WEED MANAGEMENT
Weeds are a major threat to the sustainability of rural
ecosystems and industries. Current policies in Australia call
for communities to act collectively to manage weeds, but
During the summer of 2019/20 Australia suffered
there is little empirical evidence about such processes and
unprecedented wildfires. The fires burnt across 10
their benefits. This project aims to produce pioneering
million hectares, decimating wildlife, forests,
knowledge about how communities collectively manage
agriculture and infrastructure, with 3,000 homes lost.
weeds and the benefits for rural sustainability. It is the first
Amid the crisis, attention turned to Aboriginal fire
extensive comparative case study of self-organising weed
knowledge and practice. Indigenous land management management initiatives. Outcomes include evidence-based
is critical to addressing catastrophic bushfires and
strategies and guidelines that support communities and
ongoing caring for Country initiatives. This project
governments to expand and enhance rural collective action
BIOSECURITY
AND INVASIVE
promotes
an Indigenous-led
approachPLANT
to fire MANAGEMENT
to protect and restore terrestrial ecosystems.
management and contributes to strengthening
Aboriginal cultural burning communities, and their
ability to influence fire management policy. This
research advocates for Aboriginal voices, in particular,
those of women, so they can inform fire management
policy and its implementation.
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CULTURAL BURNING IN NSW
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Partnerships for the Goals:
ACCESS Research Partners

ACCESS works with a variety of partners in research addressing the SDGs. These include:
Research Contract with Dept of Industry, Science, Energy and Resources
Research Contract with CSIRO, Dept of Agriculture, Grains RDC, Cotton RDC
Illawarra LALC, Djungga Aboriginal Corporation (Linkage)
Dept of Home Affairs; Multicultural NSW; Multicultural Australia, AMES (Linkage)
Assistive Technologies Suppliers Australia (Linkage)
Great Lakes Agency for Peace and International Development
Leadership Great South Coast
Regional Development Victoria
NSW Dept of Industry
Transport NSW
NSW Office of Emergency Management
Australia India Institute
NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service
Landcom NSW
Horticulture Innovation Australia
Liverpool City Council
Melbourne City Council
Edminston Jones Architects

Publication Activity Report
This Publication Activity Report (PAR) provides a snapshot of Australian Centre for Culture,
Environment, Society and Space (ACCESS) publication activity related to UN SDGs. 357 publications
were provided in the Tableau list for 2016-2020. Of these, 251 are indexed in Scopus and 155 of
those have contributed to one or more UN SDGs.
Chart 1 shows the proportion of publications contributing to each SDG. ACCESS publications have
contributed to all 16 SDGs (SDG 17 is not mapped in Scopus/SciVal and was excluded from the
analysis).
Please Note: some publications contribute to multiple SDGs based on their content, therefore
proportional counts have been given to these publications

Contribution of ACCESS publications across UN SDGs

Chart 1. Percentage of ACCESS publications 2016-2020 per UN SDG (Source: SciVal, based on Scopus data as at 15 September 2021)

