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2025 UOW MD Admissions Bonus Application Instructions 
This guide provides detailed information about the University of Wollongong (UOW) Doctor of 
Medicine (MD) Admissions bonuses, including eligibility criteria, application processes, and 
submission requirements. Please carefully review and follow the instructions contained in this 
guide, to ensure your application is complete and meets all stated guidelines. 

The UOW MD Admissions bonuses reflect UOW’s values in medical education by recognising 
applicants with experiences that align with these values. Applicants may apply for multiple 
bonuses.  Each bonus will contribute cumulatively to the overall application assessment. 

All admissions bonus requirements are in addition to the standard GEMSAS application process 
– see the UOW Doctor of Medicine website and the GEMSAS Medicine Admissions guide 
(available from April 2025) for details on these steps.  

GEMSAS applications will close at 5:00 PM AEST on Friday 30 May 2025.  

 

1. Access the UOW MD Admissions Bonus Form 

o The UOW MD Admissions bonus form will be available online here and will open 
on Thursday 1 May 2025. 

o You must submit the completed form and all required documents no later than 
5:00 PM AEST on Monday 16 June 2025. 

o Late submissions will not be accepted under any circumstances. 

2. Complete personal identification details in the bonus form  

o The bonus form will request your personal details including name, email 
address, date of birth and contact number. These details, plus your VTAC ID, 
ensure we can match your bonus form with your GEMSAS application.  

o The form will request your VTAC ID number – the VTAC ID number is assigned to 
you once you register your account with GEMSAS. You will need to complete 
that step first, before completing your bonus form.   

o     To register, go to the GEMSAS 
online admissions centre and 
create your account, then check 
in the heading of any email 
received from GEMSAS 
(including the registration 
confirmation) and it will contain 
your  VTAC ID. It will also be 
visible in your account after you 
have registered. 

 

https://www.uow.edu.au/science-medicine-health/schools-entities/gsm/doctor-of-medicine/
https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
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3. Complete each bonus question  

o You must select “YES” for each bonus you are applying for, or “NO” if you do not 
wish to be considered for that bonus.  

o The form will not allow you to proceed until you have chosen an option  

 

4. Attach Supporting Documents 

o Upload supporting documents as specified for each bonus category. 
o You will be permitted to upload one file per bonus category.  
o Ensure that all documents are: 

• Complete and accurate. 
• Certified, where possible. 
• Combined as a single PDF file for each bonus 
• Named according to the file naming conventions for each bonus 

provided in this guide. 
o Documents of different file types or that do not meet the naming conventions 

will not be processed.  
 

5. Submit a single Statutory Declaration  

o Provide one witnessed Commonwealth statutory declaration that includes 
individual numbered paragraphs addressing each bonus you are applying for. 

o Ensure each paragraph contained in your statutory declaration clearly outlines 
your eligibility, using the wording examples provided in this guide PLUS include 
the paragraph on false information (see p25 for more information). 

o Ensure that your statutory declaration is: 

• Complete and accurate. 
• Completed on the correct witnessed Commonwealth statutory 

declaration form 
• Witnessed by an approved person 
• Saved as a PDF file and named according to the file naming conventions 

for statutory declarations provided in this guide. 
o Documents of different file types or that do not meet the naming conventions 

will not be processed.  
 

6. Check all details before submission 

o The Bonus form offers you a summary page to check the details of the 
documents you have submitted. Please check carefully to ensure everything is 
correct or use the GO BACK button to return to a previous section and edit.  

o You must click SUBMIT on the summary page to successfully complete the form 

 

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form


Page 5 of 48  2025 UOW MD Admissions bonus guide V1 
 

7. Complete the bonus form in one sitting  

o For your security, the bonus form will erase your progress if the browser window 
is closed or the session times out. 

o To avoid any issues: 

• Read this guide carefully to ensure you are prepared  
• Check the FAQs for any clarification  
• Feel free to go through the form as a “practice run” without submitting 
• Gather all required information and documentation before starting. 
• Submit the form in a single session. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Shoalhaven River - Shoalhaven NSW (GSM campus and clinical teaching hub) 
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BONUS 1. UOW first Preference Applicant 
UOW welcomes applicants who believe that the MD program at UOW offers the very best in 
medical education. 

 

Bonus 1 eligibility:  

Applicants who select the UOW MD program as their first preference in their GEMSAS 
application.

 

Bonus 1 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions Bonus Form: 

Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for Bonus 1, 
even if Bonus 1 is the only bonus you are applying for. 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: 

Applicants are not required to submit a Commonwealth Statutory Declaration if Bonus 
1 is the only bonus being applied for. 

3. Supporting Documents: 

This bonus is applied automatically to eligible applicants who complete the UOW 
Admissions Bonus Form. No additional supporting documentation is required. 

4. GEMSAS Application: 

Ensure UOW is listed as your first preference school in your GEMSAS application and 
submit the GEMSAS application by the specified deadline. 

 

Fitzroy Falls – Southern Highlands NSW (GSM campus and clinical teaching hub)  

https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
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BONUS 2. Registered Health Professionals 
UOW values interprofessional education and believes that applicants who already have health 
qualifications and are working in a health profession are likely to become doctors who work well 
in multi-disciplinary teams. 

 

Bonus 2 eligibility: 

Applicants must meet one of the following criteria to be eligible for Bonus 2: 

• Applicants from Australia: 

o Hold current, unconditional registration with AHPRA in any health profession. 

o Hold current, unconditional registration as: 

 An Accredited Practising Dietitian with Dietitians Australia (DA). 

 A Certified Practising Speech Pathologist with Speech Pathology 
Australia (SPA). 

 An Accredited Exercise Physiologist with Exercise and Sports Science 
Australia (ESSA). 

• Applicants from Aotearoa New Zealand who hold current NZ registration in an 
equivalent health profession are also eligible. 

• Additional Conditions: 

o Registration must be full and unconditional, active as of 31 May in the year of 
application. Student registrations are not eligible. 

 

Bonus 2 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 2 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration:  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes: 

 Health profession 

 Registration number and organisation (e.g., AHPRA, DA, SPA, ESSA). 

 Date of first registration  

 Expiry date of current registration. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below.  

3. Supporting documents:  
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o Provide a copy of your most recent registration letter or certificate, which 
should be accessible electronically from your registration body.  

4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combine all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file. 

o Use the naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-Bonus2-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., Jane-Smith-Bonus2-SupportingDocs.pdf). 

 

Bonus 2 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample Wording  

• For AHPRA Registrants: 

"BONUS 2 - I declare that I hold a degree in [Health Profession, e.g., Nursing] and hold current, 
unconditional registration with AHPRA as a [Profession, e.g., Registered Nurse]. My AHPRA 
registration number is [Registration Number], and my registration has been active since [Start 
Date of first registration], with current registration valid until [expiry date of registration]." 

• For Other Registrants (e.g., DA, SPA, ESSA): 

"BONUS 2 - I declare that I hold a degree in [Health Profession, e.g., Dietetics] and hold current, 
unconditional registration with [registration body e.g. Dietitians Australia] as a [Profession, e.g., 
Accredited Practising Dietitian]. My DA registration number is [Registration Number], and my 
registration has been active since [Start Date of first registration], with current registration valid 
until [expiry date of registration]." 

 

 
 
 Broken Hill NSW (GSM clinical teaching hub) 
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BONUS 3. Service Commitment 
UOW believes that applicants who have shown a sustained commitment to service and 
demonstrate qualities of persistence, accountability, and professionalism are likely to succeed 
in medicine. 

 

Bonus 3 eligibility: 

Applicants must meet one of the following criteria: 

• Active Volunteering service: 

o Two or more consecutive years of active unpaid volunteering service with one or 
more of the following Australian volunteer services are eligible: 

 Rural Fire Service (RFS) / Country Fire Authority (CFA) or other state rural 
fire services. 

 State Emergency Service (SES). 
 St John Ambulance (SJA) or state rural/remote ambulance services. 
 Surf Life Saving Australia (SLSA). 
 Lifeline Australia. 
 Australian Defence Force (ADF) Reserves. 

o Volunteers must: 

 Be 16 years or older at the time of service. 
 Meet the minimum service standards for their organization (e.g., 25 

patrol hours/year for SLSA, 4 hours/fortnight for Lifeline, 60 hours/year 
for SJA, 20 days/year for ADF Reserves). 

 Count service periods from the commencement of training (for 
organizations requiring preliminary training), provided training progresses 
at the expected pace. 

• Full-Time Emergency / Military Service: 

o Two or more years of full-time continuous service with paid emergency or 
defence services in Australia, including: 

 State and federal police force. 
 Fire and rescue services. 
 Ambulance services. 
 Uniformed ADF members (Australian Army, Navy, Air Force). 

• Applicants from Aotearoa New Zealand with service in equivalent NZ national 
organizations are also eligible. 

• Additional Conditions: 

o The two years of continuous service must be met by 31 May in the year of 
application. 
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Bonus 3 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate Bonus 3. 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes: 

• The organization’s name. 
• Service dates. 
• Total hours served. 
• Your role in the organization. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o Submit a supporting letter from the relevant organization on official letterhead, 
signed by HR, a line manager, or a senior officer, confirming: 

 Dates of service. 
 Total hours served. 
 Your role and responsibilities within the organization. 

4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combine all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file. 

o Use the naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-Bonus3-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., John-Brown-Bonus3-SupportingDocs.pdf). 

 

Bonus 3 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• For Volunteers: 

"BONUS 3 - I declare that I have completed two or more consecutive years of active volunteer 
service with [Organization, e.g., State Emergency Service]. My service began on [Start Date] and 
ended on [End Date, or state ‘is ongoing’ if still active], during which I served a total of [xxx] 
hours. I held the position of [Position, e.g., Volunteer Responder], with responsibilities including 
[briefly describe relevant duties, e.g., ‘providing emergency response support in community 
situations’].” 

• For Emergency / Military service: 

"BONUS 3 - I declare that I have served as a full-time officer in the [ insert appropriate 
emergency service here e.g. Australian Defence Force, NSW Police ]  for two or more 
consecutive years. My service with the [Branch of ADF, e.g., Australian Army] began on [Start 
Date] and continued until [End Date, or state ‘is ongoing’ if still active]. I have held the rank of 
[Your Rank, e.g., Lieutenant] and have been responsible for [briefly describe duties, e.g., 
‘leading a team in operations and training exercises to ensure mission readiness and 
operational support’]." 
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BONUS 4. Full-Time Work Experience 
UOW believes that applicants who have shown a sustained commitment in work environments 
have qualities of persistence, accountability, and professionalism that provide a strong 
foundation for the study of medicine and a career in medicine. 

 

Bonus 4 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Work Duration: 

o Two or more years of full-time paid employment (35 hours per week or more) in 
any field. 

o Work duration must be met by 31 May in the year of application. 

• Flexible Arrangements: 

o Employment across multiple roles and/or employers can be combined to meet 
the duration requirement. 

o Overseas employment may be considered on a case-by-case basis, provided 
appropriate supporting documentation is submitted. 

• Time Calculation: 

o Two consecutive years of full-time work at 35+ hours per week, or 
o A total of 3,744 hours of work completed over a three-year period. 

 

Bonus 4 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 4 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes:  

 Dates of employment. 
 Weekly or total hours worked. 
 Role and/or responsibilities. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

• Submit a supporting letter from each employer, on official letterhead, signed by HR or a 
line manager, confirming:  

 Dates of employment. 
 Weekly or total hours worked. 
 Role and responsibilities. 
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 Address of employment 
4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combined all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file 
o Use the naming convention: 

Firstname-Lastname-Bonus4-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., Trinh-Nguyen-Bonus4-SupportingDocs.pdf).  

 

Bonus 4 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• Single Employer: 

"BONUS 4 - I declare that I have completed two consecutive years (or a total of 3,744 hours over 
three years) of full-time paid employment at [Organization’s Name and Address]. I was 
employed as a [Job Title, e.g., Financial Analyst], working 35 hours per week or more, from [Start 
Date] to [End Date, or state ‘is ongoing’ if still active].” 

• Multiple Employers: 

"BONUS 4 - I declare that I have completed two consecutive years (or a total of 3,744 hours over 
three years) of full-time paid employment at the following organizations: 

• [Organization’s Name and Address]. I was employed as a [Job Title, e.g., Financial 
Analyst], working [xx] hours per week or more, from [Start Date] to [End Date, or 
state ‘is ongoing’ if still active]. 

• [Organization’s Name and Address]. I was employed as a [Job Title, e.g., Financial 
Analyst], working [xx] hours per week or more, from [Start Date] to [End Date, or 
state ‘is ongoing’ if still active]. 

These roles combine to a total of [xxx] hours over the three-year period." 

 

UOW Southern Highlands Campus – Moss Vale NSW (GSM campus) 
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BONUS 5. Rural Work Experience 
UOW is committed to rural medical education and believes that applicants working in rural 
locations have a strong connection to rural communities and that these applicants are more 
likely to practice in rural locations. 

 

Bonus 5 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Work Duration: 

o Two or more years of paid employment (25 hours per week or more) in any 
industry while living and working in a rural location in Australia. 

o Eligible rural locations are defined as MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash 
Model (2019), as verified using the Health Workforce Locator. 

o Work duration must be completed by 31 May in the year of application. 

• Flexible Arrangements: 

o Employment across multiple roles and/or employers may be combined to meet 
the time requirement. 

• Time calculation: 

o Applicants must demonstrate either: 

 Two consecutive years of paid work at 25+ hours per week, or 
 A total of 2,600 hours of work over a three-year period. 

 

Bonus 5 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 5 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes:  

 Dates of employment. 
 Weekly or total hours worked. 
 Role and responsibilities. 
 Rural address of employment. 
 Rural residential address during the employment period. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below.  

3. Supporting documents:   

o Provide a supporting letter from each employer, on official letterhead, signed 
by HR or a line manager. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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o Each letter must confirm: 

 Dates of employment. 
 Weekly hours worked. 
 Rural address of employment. 

o If you have multiple employers, submit a supporting letter for each. 

4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combine all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file 

o Use the naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-Bonus5-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., Michael-Chen-Bonus5-SupportingDocs.pdf). 

 

Bonus 5 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• Single Employer: 

"BONUS 5 - I declare that I have completed two or more years of paid employment, working 25 
hours or more per week (or a total of 2,600 hours over three years), while living and working in a 
rural location defined by the Modified Monash Model as MM2-MM7. My role as a [Job Title, e.g., 
Veterinary Technician] at [Organization’s Name, e.g., Dubbo Animal Clinic] at [Rural Address, 
e.g., 123 Veterinarian Road Dubbo, NSW] was held from [Start Date] to [End Date or state ‘is 
ongoing’ if still active]. My residential address during this period was [Home Address, e.g., 123 
Smith Street Dubbo, NSW]." 

• Multiple Employers: 

"BONUS 5 - I declare that I have completed two consecutive years (or a total of 2,600 hours over 
three years) of paid employment at the following organizations: 

1. [Organization’s Name and Rural Address, e.g., Dubbo Animal Clinic, 123 Veterinarian 
Road Dubbo, NSW]. I was employed as a [Job Title, e.g., Veterinary Technician], working 
[xx] hours per week or more, from [Start Date] to [End Date or state ‘is ongoing’ if still 
active]. My residential address during this period was [Home Address including state 
suburb postcode, e.g., 123 Smith Street Dubbo, NSW]. 

2. [Organization’s Name and Rural Address]. I was employed as a [Job Title], working [xx] 
hours per week, from [Start Date] to [End Date]. My residential address during this 
period was [Home Address including state suburb postcode]. 

3. [Organization’s Name and Rural Address]. I was employed as a [Job Title], working [xx] 
hours per week, from [Start Date] to [End Date]. My residential address during this 
period was [Home Address including state suburb postcode]. 

These roles combine to a total of [xxx] hours over the three-year period." 
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BONUS 6. Rural High School Education 
UOW believes that applicants who were educated at a rural high school have a strong 
connection to rural communities and that these applicants are more likely to return to rural 
locations. UOW also wishes to mitigate inequality of educational opportunities. 

 

Bonus 6 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Attended a rural high school in Australia for at least four school years. 

• The high school must be located in an area classified as MM2-MM7 under the 
Modified Monash Model (2019). (Use the Health Workforce Locator.to verify the 
school’s classification.) 

 

Bonus 6 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 6 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration 

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes: 

 The name of the high school(s). 
 The address of the school(s). 
 The school years and dates of your attendance. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o Provide a supporting letter from the school administration on official letterhead, 
signed by authorized school administration staff, confirming: 

 The name of the high school(s). 
 The address of the school(s). 
 The school years and dates of your attendance. 

o If multiple schools were attended to meet the four-year requirement, a letter 
from each school is required. 

4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combine all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file 

o Use the naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-Bonus6-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., Sarah-Abdallah-Bonus6-SupportingDocs.pdf). 

 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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Bonus 6 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• Single School Attendance: 

"BONUS 6 - I declare that I attended [High School Name], located in a rural area as defined by 
the Modified Monash Model (MM2-MM7), for four or more years, from [Start Date(school year, 
month and calendar year), e.g., Year 7 – February 2012] to [End Date (school year, month and 
calendar year), e.g., Year 12 – November 2017]. The school’s address is [School Street 
Address]." 

• Multiple School Attendance: 

"BONUS 6 - I declare that I attended the following rural high schools, each located in an area 
classified as MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash Model: 

1. [High School Name], located at [School Address]. I attended from [Start Date 
(school year, month and calendar year), e.g., Year 7 – February 2012] to [End 
Date (school year, month and calendar year), e.g., Year 9 – December 2014]. 

2. [High School Name], located at [School Address]. I attended from [Start Date, 
(school year, month and calendar year ) e.g., Year 10 – February 2015] to [End 
Date (school year, month and calendar year), e.g., Year 12 – November 2017] 

 

 
Grafton NSW (GSM clinical teaching hub) 
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BONUS 7. Illawarra Local Resident MM1 
UOW has a commitment to the local communities in which it is located. 

 

Bonus 7 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Residency: Currently live in the MM1 Wollongong area (Helensburgh to Shellharbour), 
as defined by the Modified Monash Model (2019). 

• Have resided in this area for at least five consecutive years immediately prior to 
submitting an MD application. 

• The five years duration of residence must be met by 31 May in the year of application. 

 

Bonus 7 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 7 

2. Commonwealth Statutory Declaration  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration that includes: 

 Confirmation of your five consecutive years of residency in the 
Illawarra region. 

 Your current residential address. 
 (If applicable), previous addresses within the Illawarra region and their 

corresponding dates. 
o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o Submit one or both of the following to verify your residency: 

 A letter from a doctor, university, school, or workplace confirming your 
address for five consecutive years and your current address. 

 An official address summary document from a state licensing authority 
(e.g., Service NSW) or your enrolled university (e.g., UOW) that covers 
the required time period. 

4. File type and naming conventions:  

o Combine all supporting documents for this bonus into one PDF file 

o Use the naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-Bonus7-SupportingDocs.pdf 
(e.g., Alex-McIntyre-Bonus7-SupportingDocs.pdf). 
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Bonus 7 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration required wording example: 

1 Single Address: 

"BONUS 7 - I declare that I have resided in the Illawarra local area MM1 for at least five 
consecutive years, from [Start Date] to present. My current address is [Full Address]." 

2 Multiple Addresses: 

"BONUS 7 - I declare that I have resided in the Illawarra local area MM1 for at least five 
consecutive years at the following addresses: 

• I resided in the Illawarra local area at [Home Address] from [Start Date] to [End Date]. 

• I resided in the Illawarra local area at [Home Address] from [Start Date] to [End Date]. 

• My current address is [Full Address]." 

 

 
Mudgee NSW (GSM clinical teaching hub) 
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BONUS 8. NSW Rural Resident MM2+ 
UOW has a commitment to health service provision for rural NSW. 

 

Bonus 8 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Have resided in a rural area in NSW, classified as MM2-MM7 under the Modified 
Monash Model (2019). 

• Residency must meet one of the following timeframes: 

o Five consecutive years, or 
o Ten cumulative years. 

• Use the Health Workforce Locator.to verify your area’s MM2-MM7 classification. 

 

NSW Rural resident interview guarantee  

A significant number of places in the UOW MD program are reserved for students of rural origin. 
In the past, the vast majority of eligible Rural Entry Pathway applicants who selected the UOW 
MD program as their first preference in their GEMSAS application were successful in receiving 
an offer to study medicine at UOW. We strongly encourage Rural Entry Pathway applicants 
from all states and territories to apply to the UOW MD program as their first preference to 
maximise their chances of selection. 

As the only medical school in NSW awarded Commonwealth funding in 2024 for a rural end-to-
end program, UOW will offer a guaranteed interview to Rural Entry Pathway applicants who 
have a demonstrated rural origin in NSW, select the UOW MD program as their first preference 
in their GEMSAS application, and who meet all minimum admission requirements. 

To be eligible for the NSW rural resident interview guarantee you must follow the instructions 
and apply for: 

• Bonus 1: UOW First preference applicant and  
• Bonus 8: NSW Rural resident MM2+ 

And select UOW as first preference in your GEMSAS application.  

 

Bonus 8 application and supporting documents:  

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 8 

2. Commonwealth statutory declaration 

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration confirming: 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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 The duration of your residency (five consecutive years or ten cumulative 
years). 

 That you have provided valid supporting documents as part of your 
GEMSAS application. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o Evidence of rural residency is submitted as part of your GEMSAS application. 

o No additional supporting documentation is required specifically for UOW to 
apply for this bonus. 

 

Bonus 8 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• Single Period (Consecutive Years): 

"BONUS 8 - I declare that I have resided in a rural area of NSW, as defined by the Modified 
Monash Model (MM2-MM7), for five consecutive years from [start date] to [end date], and have 
provided valid supporting documents to GEMSAS that are true and correct." 

• Multiple Periods (Cumulative Years): 

"BONUS 8 - I declare that I have resided in rural areas of NSW, as defined by the Modified 
Monash Model (MM2-MM7), for a total of ten cumulative years from [date] to [date] and [date ] 
to [date] and have provided valid supporting documents to GEMSAS that are true and correct." 

 

 
Griffith NSW (GSM clinical teaching hub) 

  

https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
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BONUS 9. UOW Graduate and BONUS 10. UOW Graduate + 
Academic Excellence 
UOW believes in the quality of UOW graduates and has a commitment to those graduates 
whether they come from pre-medicine, engineering, arts, or any other UOW degree. 

Additionally, UOW recognizes local academic excellence. 

 

Bonus 9 & 10 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• UOW graduate:  

o For Bonus 9, the applicant must hold a degree from UOW meeting Australian 
Qualifications Framework Level 7 or above, which includes: 

 A three-year FTE undergraduate degree, of which no more than one 
year may consist of credit for prior learning or exchange subjects. 

 A 1.5-year FTE postgraduate degree, of which no more than 0.5 years 
may consist of credit for prior learning or exchange subjects. 

• Academic Excellence: 

o For bonus 10 the applicant must meet all the requirements above AND achieve 
an overall weighted GPA of 6.5 or higher at the time of application as calculated 
by GEMSAS / UOW. 

• Completion Timeline: 

o The degree must be completed by 31 December in the year of application. 
o The degree must have been completed within the last 10 years to be eligible. 

 

Bonus 9 and 10 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonuses 9 and 10 

2. Commonwealth statutory declaration  

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration confirming: 

 The title of the UOW degree. 
 The commencement date. 
 The completion or expected completion date. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o All tertiary study must be declared as part of your GEMSAS application. 
o No additional documentation is required specifically for this bonus. 

https://gemsas.edu.au/gpa-calculations/
https://gemsas.edu.au/gpa-calculations/
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o If you meet the requirements for Bonus 9 – UOW Graduate, your GPA will be 
checked automatically to determine eligibility for Bonus 10 – UOW + academic 
excellence 

 

Bonus 9 and 10 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration required wording example: 

• Completed Degree: 

"BONUS 9 - I declare that I have completed an eligible degree from UOW, namely [Program, e.g., 
Bachelor of Science], which I commenced in [month/year] and completed on [Completion 
Date]." 

• Predicted Completion: 

"BONUS 9 - I declare that I am completing an eligible degree from UOW, namely [Program, e.g., 
Master of Business Administration], which I commenced in [month/year] and is predicted to be 
completed on [Predicted Completion Date]." 

 

 

Ulladulla NSW (GSM clinical teaching hub) 
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BONUS 11. Indigenous Health Graduate 
UOW is committed to the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
and believes that applicants who are working towards increasing their understanding of 
Indigenous Health are more likely to contribute to Cultural Safety in healthcare environments 
and health outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

 

Bonus 11 eligibility:  

Applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Degree Requirements: 

o Hold a postgraduate qualification specializing in Indigenous Health from an 
Australian university. 

o Eligible courses include: 

 UOW Graduate Certificate in Indigenous Trauma & Recovery Practice 
[UOW 2117]. 

 UOW Master of Indigenous Health [UOW 1440]. 
 UOW Master of Public Health (Indigenous Health specialisation) [UOW 

3199]. 
 UOW Master of Public Health Extension (Indigenous Health 

specialisation) [UOW 3051] 

o Other postgraduate qualifications with a primary specialisation in 
Indigenous Health or Indigenous Cultural Studies, especially Indigenous-led 
programs, at Graduate Certificate level or above, will be considered on a case-
by-case basis. 

o For applicants from Aotearoa New Zealand, postgraduate qualifications with a 
primary specialisation in Māori Health or Māori cultural studies are also 
eligible. 

• Completion Timeline: 

o The degree must be completed by 31 December in the year of application. 
o The degree must have been completed within the last 10 years. 

• Credit Limit: 

o No more than 25% of the degree can consist of credit for prior learning 

 

Bonus 11 application and supporting documents: 

1. UOW Admissions bonus form:  

o Complete the UOW Admissions Bonus Form and indicate your application for 
Bonus 11 

2. Commonwealth statutory declaration  

https://www.uow.edu.au/study/courses/graduate-certificate-in-indigenous-trauma-and-recovery-practice/
https://www.uow.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-indigenous-health/
https://www.uow.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-public-health/?major=44717
https://www.uow.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-public-health/?major=44717
https://www.uow.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-public-health-extension/?major=44717


Page 24 of 48  2025 UOW MD Admissions bonus guide V1 
 

o Submit a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration confirming: 

 The title of your Indigenous Health qualification. 
 The awarding university. 
 The completion or expected completion date 

o Refer to the sample wording provided below. 

3. Supporting documents:  

o All tertiary study must be declared as part of your GEMSAS application. 

o No additional documentation is required specifically for this bonus 

 

Bonus 11 Commonwealth Statutory Declaration: sample wording 

• For Australian Qualifications: 

"BONUS 11 - I declare that I have completed/am completing a postgraduate qualification 
specializing in Indigenous Health, namely [Program, e.g., Graduate Certificate in Indigenous 
Trauma and Recovery Practice] from [University name, e.g., UOW], completed on [Completion 
Date] or predicted to be completed on [Predicted Completion Date]." 

• For Aotearoa New Zealand Qualifications: 

"BONUS 11 - I declare that I have completed/am completing a postgraduate qualification 
specializing in Māori Health, namely [Program, e.g., Postgraduate Diploma in Arts (Māori 
Knowledges)] from [University name, e.g., Massey University], completed on [Completion Date] 
or predicted to be completed on [Predicted Completion Date]." 

 

 

UOW Shoalhaven Campus - Nowra NSW (GSM campus) 
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Commonwealth statutory declaration requirements  
Witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration 

• All information for all bonuses must be included in a single Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration, with numbered paragraphs for each bonus, witnessed and certified by an 
approved authority (e.g., a Justice of the Peace or another authority specified under 
statutory regulations). 

• Numbered paragraphs are required, based on the sample wording for each bonus in 
this guide, to provide details for each bonus. For examples of completed statutory 
declaration forms see Appendix 2: Sample completed Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration forms (p29) 

• Your Commonwealth Statutory Declaration must include the following additional 
statement, in addition to the standard official wording: 

I declare that all supporting documents included in this application are true and correct. I 
understand that any false or misleading information provided in this declaration or in my UOW 
MD Admissions application may lead to the immediate cancellation of my application, 
withdrawal of any offer of admission, or exclusion from the MD program. 

• The following types of statutory declarations are not accepted: 
o Unwitnessed digital statutory declarations, such as those generated via the 

myGov website or app. 
o State- or territory-specific statutory declarations. 

• Submitting either of the above in place of a witnessed Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration will result in your bonus points application being deemed ineligible. 

• Your stat dec must be submitted as a PDF file using the following naming convention: 
Firstname-Lastname-statdec.pdf 

 

UOW Wollongong Campus - Wollongong NSW (GSM campus) 

 

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
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Common pitfalls to avoid in the UOW MD Admissions Bonus 
Application 

• Leaving It to the Last Minute 

o The application process involves multiple steps, including completing the form, 
preparing a statutory declaration, and gathering supporting documents. 

o Start early to avoid errors or omissions caused by time pressure. Late 
submissions will not be considered under any circumstances. 

• Using the Wrong Statutory Declaration: 

o Only the witnessed Commonwealth statutory declaration format is accepted. 
State-specific declarations or unwitnessed digital declarations (e.g., myGov) will 
not be processed. To avoid errors, download the correct form from Australian 
Government website 

• Incomplete Information in Statutory declaration: 

o Each paragraph in the statutory declaration must address the eligibility criteria 
for each bonus you are applying for. 

o Include essential details such as: 

1. Start and end dates. 
2. Organisation details and total hours worked or volunteered. 
3. Registration numbers, degree titles or other required identifiers. 

o Refer to the sample wording provided for each bonus in this guide to ensure 
accuracy and completeness.  

o Ensure the statement on false information (p25) is included in your statutory 
declaration. 

• Missing or incomplete documents:  

o If a bonus requires supporting documents, they must be included with your 
submission. 

o If you submit supporting documents but omit the corresponding paragraph in 
your statutory declaration, the bonus will not be awarded. 

o Bonuses requiring both a statutory declaration and supporting documents will 
only be awarded if both components are submitted and match. 

• Late Submission: 

o Complete and submit UOW MD Admissions bonus form and supporting 
documents by 5:00PM AEST on 16 June 2025.  Late applications or documents 
will not be considered.  

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
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Application Checklist: UOW MD Admissions Bonuses 
1. Form Submission: 

UOW MD Admissions Bonus Form must be completed and submitted online by 
5:00PM AEST on Monday 16 June 2025.  

2. Statutory Declaration: (refer to Statutory declaration requirements p25) 

Submit ONE witnessed Commonwealth statutory declaration that includes: 
 Separate numbered paragraphs for each bonus being applied for. 
 The statement on consequences of false information    
 A witness signature from an approved person (e.g., Justice of the 

Peace). 
 Saved as PDF file following the specified naming conventions 

3. Supporting Documents: 

o Gather and upload all required supporting documents (e.g., letters, certificates). 
o If multiple documents are required for a single bonus, combine them into one 

PDF file per bonus. 
o If you have one document to be used to support more than one bonuses, it will 

need to be included in each respective PDF file per bonus. 
o Follow the specified file naming conventions (see each bonus section in this 

guide for details) 
o Where possible, ensure supporting documents are certified by a qualified 

witness. 

4. Final Review: 

o Verify that all information in your statutory declaration, supporting documents 
and UOW MD Admissions bonus form is complete and accurate before 
submission. 

 

Additional notes on incomplete or Incorrect Documentation: 

• Bonus applications with incomplete or incorrect statutory declarations or supporting 
documents will be deemed ineligible and will not be processed. 

• No opportunity will be provided to correct or resubmit documentation after the 
deadline. 

• It is the sole responsibility of applicants to ensure: 
o All required documentation is accurate, complete, and correctly formatted. 
o Submissions are made by the specified deadline of 16 June 2025. 

  

https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
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Appendix 1: Key contacts and resources  
UOW MD Admissions Contacts 

• UOW Doctor of Medicine Website: Visit the UOW MD Website 

• Admissions enquiries Email: md-enquiries@uow.edu.au 

 

Links to Key Resources 

• Witnessed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration Form: Download the Correct 
Statutory Declaration Form or find out more about statutory declarations 

• Health Workforce Locator: Check Your Rural MM Classification 

• GEMSAS Website: Access the GEMSAS Application Portal 

 

Where to Find a JP or Approved Witness for Statutory Declarations or Document 
Certification 

If you need to certify documents or witness a Commonwealth Statutory Declaration, consider 
these options: 

1. University of Wollongong 

• The AskUOW Team offers Justice of the Peace (JP) certification and statutory 
declaration services. Available first Friday of every month, 9 AM – 4 PM at Student 
Central, Building 17. 

2. Local Businesses 

• Many libraries, community pharmacies, local court houses and legal aid or community 
legal centres offer JP services at scheduled times. Contact local facilities to confirm 
availability and operating hours. 

3. Australia Post 

• Some Australia Post branches provide JP services. Call your local branch to confirm 
availability. 

4. Local Council Offices 

• Council offices may have JPs available on designated days. Check your local council’s 
website or contact them directly for information. 

6. JP Public Register (NSW) 

• In NSW, search for a JP in your community using the JP Public Register. For other states 
and territories, search for similar registers or directories online. 

https://www.uow.edu.au/science-medicine-health/schools-entities/gsm/doctor-of-medicine/
mailto:md-enquiries@uow.edu.au?subject=UOW%20MD%20Admissions%20bonus%20question
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.uow.edu.au/student/central/contact/
https://auspost.com.au/
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/legal-and-justice/legal-assistance-and-representation/justice-of-the-peace/finding-a-jp/jp-public-register.html
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Appendix 2: Sample completed Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration forms 
Here are three sample statutory declarations for applicants applying for multiple bonuses. 
These examples show how to structure each paragraph using the wording provided in this guide 
and what the layout might look like when completed. Remember to personalise the wording to 
meet your situation and needs.  

Example 1:  

Mark John Smith is a registered nurse, who has worked for 2 years full time in Broken Hill NSW. 
He is originally from Nowra NSW and studied his Bachelor of Nursing at UOW and graduated 
with distinction. While he was a student, he volunteered with St John Ambulance NSW, 
Shoalhaven Division. Mark has put UOW Graduate School of Medicine as first preference on his 
GEMSAS application.  

Mark will complete his GEMSAS application by the due date. He will submit a UOW Admissions 
bonus form and indicate the bonuses he is applying for.  He will submit a witnessed 
Commonwealth Statutory declaration with wording as advised along with supporting 
documents as required for all of his bonuses and will complete these by the due date.  

Example 2: 

Jane Freda Citizen is an accountant, who has just completed her degree and is now working 
full time. She does not meet the criteria for the work bonuses as she has not been working full 
time for long enough. She grew up in the Illawarra and has a Bachelor of Business from UOW.  
Jane has put UOW Graduate School of Medicine as first preference on her GEMSAS application. 

Jane will complete her GEMSAS application by the due date. She will submit a UOW Admissions 
bonus form and indicate the bonuses she is applying for. She will submit a witnessed 
Commonwealth Statutory declaration with wording as advised along with supporting 
documents as required for all of her bonuses and will complete these by the due date.   

Example 3:  

Alex Zane Grey is a Naval officer who has been in the ADF for 5 years. Alex completed their 
undergraduate degree in Arts (Languages) at UNSW and is completing a Graduate Certificate in 
Indigenous Trauma and Recovery Practice online from UOW. They grew up in Melbourne and 
work in Sydney. Alex has put UOW Graduate School of Medicine as first preference on their 
GEMSAS application. 

Alex will complete their GEMSAS application by the due date. They will submit a UOW 
Admissions bonus form and indicate the bonuses they are applying for. Alex will submit a 
witnessed Commonwealth Statutory declaration with wording as advised along with supporting 
documents as required for all of their bonuses and will complete these by the due date.   

  

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations
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Example 1 

 

 

  

This is the correct 
Commonwealth form.  

NOTE: If this has a state or 
territory name at the top it is an 
incorrect form 

Each paragraph is 
numbered. Each bonus is 

clearly listed 
with its own 
paragraph and 
details 

The required 
false 
information 
statement is 
included 

This last official 
paragraph is 
automatically 
included in the 
Commonwealth 
form 

Mark then took this statutory declaration form to an approved witness, in this case his 
Nurse Unit Manager who as a Registered Nurse can witness the form, and signed it in 
front of her, she completed all her details and signed it also. It is now a complete 
witnessed Commonwealth statutory declaration and ready for submission.  

NOTE: The next part of the form contains details for the person 
making the declaration AND space for the witness details. If the 
form had a QR code in place of the witness details, it is an 
incorrect form.  
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Example 2 

 

  

Each paragraph is 
numbered. 

Again, you can see this is the 
correct Commonwealth form 

Each bonus is 
clearly listed 
with its own 
paragraph and 
details AND 
the required 
false 
information 
statement is 
included Once Jane was with her approved 

witness, she signed this section 
and included her email address  

Jane could have asked one of the accountants at her work to 
witness the form as they are approved witnesses.  However, she 
decided against it and went to UOW the next day they were 
running JP services at Student Central and had the AskUOW 
team witness it for her.  
The JP at UOW signed and completed all their details in this 
section. 

Both Jane and Mark in these two examples are also eligible for 
consideration for Bonus 10 – UOW graduate + academic 
excellence however, as this guide explains, that bonus will be 
applied automatically if they meet the criteria once their GPA is 
calculated by GEMSAS / UOW.  
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Example 3 

 

 

  

Each paragraph is 
numbered. 

Again, you can see this is the 
correct Commonwealth form 

Each bonus is 
clearly listed 
with its own 
paragraph and 
details AND 
the required 
false 
information 
statement is 
included 

Alex signed and completed this section once in front of their approved 
witness, a colleague who is also an ADF officer and approved witness.  

Alex organised a supporting letter from their Commanding officer which 
included details of their military service and made sure it included all the 
details to meet the requirements for both Bonus 4 – Full Time Employment 
AND for Bonus 3 – Service Commitment. As the document met both 
bonuses, they saved it twice to meet the file naming requirements and 
uploaded the same supporting document for each of the bonuses.  

All three of our applicant examples, Mark, Jane and Alex, ranked UOW as 
their first preference application. As per this guide, to be eligible for Bonus 1 
– UOW first preference applicant, they must complete the Admissions 
bonus form and remember to place UOW first in their GEMSAS application. , 
They do not have to include information about Bonus 1 on their statutory 
declaration.  If Bonus 1 was their only Bonus, they would not need to submit 
a statutory declaration at all.  
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Appendix 3: General FAQs for UOW MD Admissions Bonuses 

Frequently asked question Answer 

How do I access the UOW MD 
Admissions Bonus Form? 

The link to the UOW MD Admissions Bonus Form can be 
accessed directly here or via the GEMSAS application form. The 
link will become available when GEMSAS applications open on 
1 May 2025 

Can I save my bonus form and come 
back to it later? 

No, the UOW MD Admissions Bonus Form does not allow 
progress to be saved. If you close the browser window or shut 
down the session, all entered data will be lost. 

To avoid this: 

• Gather all required information and documentation 
before starting the form. 

• Complete the form and upload all supporting 
documents in one session. 

Key Tip: Double-check the list of required documents and 
information for each bonus category before you begin to ensure 
a smooth submission process. Use the application checklist 
(p27) as your final check. 

Can I apply for multiple bonuses? Yes, applicants may apply for multiple bonuses, and all 
bonuses are cumulative. 

Provide a separate numbered paragraph in your statutory 
declaration for each bonus you’re applying for. 

Upload any required supporting documents for each bonus as 
instructed. 

How will I know if a Bonus has been 
applied to my application? 

Bonuses are applied by UOW for eligible applicants who: 

• Complete the required forms. 

• Provide correct and complete documentation. 

• Meet the eligibility requirements. 

You will not receive a separate notification for individual 
bonuses but can confirm your eligibility by ensuring you meet 
all listed requirements. 

Does being awarded Admissions 
bonuses guarantee admission to the 
UOW MD program? 

No, applying for and being awarded bonuses improves your 
application assessment score, but admission is not 
guaranteed. Admission depends on the overall 
competitiveness of your application. 

Where do I access the correct statutory 
declaration form? 

The correct Commonwealth Statutory Declaration form can be 
accessed via the official Australian Government website here  

https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6u3JXOP542EXR30
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/publications/commonwealth-statutory-declaration-form
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Do I need to submit a separate statutory 
declaration for each bonus? 

No, you must only submit one witnessed Commonwealth 
statutory declaration. 

• Provide a distinct numbered paragraph for each bonus 
you are applying for, following the wording examples in 
this guide. 

• Ensure your statutory declaration includes the 
statement on the consequences of false information. 

Who can witness my statutory 
declaration? 

Your statutory declaration must be witnessed by an approved 
person, such as: 

• A Justice of the Peace (JP). 

• Other individuals authorized under statutory declaration 
regulations. 

The witness will certify that the information you provide is 
truthful. Unwitnessed digital (myGov) statutory declarations 
and state- or territory-specific statutory declarations are not 
accepted. 

Can I submit international documents as 
evidence for a bonus? 

Yes, certain international documents are accepted for specific 
bonuses, such as: 

• New Zealand professional registrations. 

• Supporting letters for work experience. 

Ensure the documentation meets the requirements outlined for 
each bonus. 

What happens if I don’t meet all the 
criteria for a bonus? 

If you do not meet the criteria for a specific bonus, that bonus 
will not be added to your application. Your GEMSAS application 
will still be assessed without the bonus points. 

What if I am living overseas? How do I 
complete the Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration? 

If you are an Australian citizen or PR living overseas, you can still 
complete the Commonwealth Statutory Declaration overseas: 

o It must be signed in the presence of a qualified 
witness, such as a consular officer at an 
Australian Embassy, High Commission, or 
Consulate. 

Contact your nearest Australian diplomatic mission for 
assistance. 

What if I am an applicant from Aotearoa 
New Zealand? Do I need to complete an 
Australian Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration? 

Applicants who are citizens of Aotearoa New Zealand may 
complete a witnessed New Zealand Statutory Declaration: 

• It must be made in the official New Zealand statutory 
declaration format. 

• It must be witnessed by a person authorized under New 
Zealand law (e.g., JP, solicitor). 

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/making-commonwealth-statutory-declaration-overseas
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/our-locations/missions/our-embassies-and-consulates-overseas
https://www.dfat.gov.au/about-us/our-locations/missions/our-embassies-and-consulates-overseas
https://www.govt.nz/browse/law-crime-and-justice/making-a-statutory-declaration/
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• A witnessed New Zealand statutory declaration is 
considered equivalent to an Australian Commonwealth 
Statutory Declaration for this application. 

Do I need to get my supporting 
documents certified? How do I certify a 
supporting letter or other documents? 

Ideally, supporting documents should be certified where 
possible. 

• Physical documents: 

o Applicants should attempt to obtain original 
signed letters in hard copy and take the original 
plus a clear copy to an approved witness who 
can verify that the copy is a true representation 
of the original. The same witness can certify 
multiple documents, including the statutory 
declaration. 

o Certified copies should then be scanned and 
uploaded as part of your application. 

• Electronic documents / letters: 

o However, we recognize that obtaining physical 
documents may not always be feasible, and that 
some applicants have experienced difficulty 
obtaining certified copies of electronic 
documents in certain jurisdictions. 

o If obtaining physical documents or certified 
copies is not feasible, uncertified electronic 
documents will also be accepted. 

• Regardless of the type of documentation submitted, 
your Commonwealth Statutory Declaration must 
include the Statement on Consequences of False 
Information (see Point 2 above for the required 
wording). 

What if my document is electronic? Can 
a JP still certify it? 

Yes, JPs can certify printed copies of electronic documents by 
comparing the electronic version with the printed copy to verify 
its authenticity. 

If obtaining physical documents or certified copies is not 
feasible, uncertified electronic documents will also be 
accepted, provided you include the required Statement on 
Consequences of False Information in your statutory 
declaration. 

What if I accidentally submit a state-
based statutory declaration or a myGov 
statutory declaration this year? Will I be 
contacted to correct it? 

No, this year applicants will not be contacted to correct errors 
in their statutory declarations or supporting documents. 

• If you submit a state-based statutory declaration or a 
myGov statutory declaration, your bonus points 
application will be deemed ineligible without further 
notice. 

https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
https://www.ag.gov.au/legal-system/statutory-declarations/about-commonwealth-statutory-declarations/who-can-witness-commonwealth-statutory-declaration#approved-witnesses
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• If you are unsure whether your document is acceptable, 
seek clarification before submission. 

What if my documents are in a language 
other than English? 

Any documents in a language other than English must be 
accompanied by: 

• An official translation from a certified translator. 

• The original document and its translation should be 
submitted together. 

Can I edit my bonus application after the 
submission deadline? 

No, once submitted, the UOW MD Admissions Bonus Form 
cannot be edited. Double-check all information and 
documents before submitting to ensure accuracy and 
completeness. 

What if I realize after submission that I 
made a mistake in my statutory 
declaration or supporting documents? 

If you discover an error before the deadline, contact the UOW 
MD Admissions Team immediately at md-
enquiries@uow.edu.au. Corrections before the deadline may 
be considered, however corrections after the deadline will not 
be permitted. 

Can I submit my application or 
supporting documents after the 
deadline? 

No, late submissions are not accepted under any 
circumstances. All forms and documents must be submitted 
by 5:00PM AEST on Monday 16 June 2025 

What are the consequences of 
submitting false information? 

Submitting false or misleading information in your statutory 
declaration or supporting documents is a serious offense and 
may result in: 

• Immediate cancellation of your application to UOW  

• Notification of the offense to GEMSAS and member 
schools 

• Cancellation of your GEMSAS application 

• Exclusion from the UOW MD program. 

• Potential legal consequences including criminal 
charges. 

Note: Commonwealth statutory declarations are legally 
binding. All information must be accurate and truthful. 

Is there any help available if I have 
questions about the bonus application 
process? 

Yes, you can contact the UOW MD Admissions Team at md-
enquiries@uow.edu.au for assistance. Additionally: 

• Webinars and Admissions Drop-In Sessions will be 
hosted throughout the application cycle. Check the 
UOW MD Admissions website for details or join the MD 
Admissions mailing list here. 

 

 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/a629f11724619ab2/md-enquiries@uow.edu.au
https://d.docs.live.net/a629f11724619ab2/md-enquiries@uow.edu.au
mailto:md-enquiries@uow.edu.au
mailto:md-enquiries@uow.edu.au
https://www.uow.edu.au/science-medicine-health/schools-entities/gsm/doctor-of-medicine/
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Appendix 4: Bonus specific FAQs for UOW MD Admissions 
Bonuses 

 

FAQs for BONUS 1 – UOW first 
preference applicant 

 

Frequently asked question Answer 

If I am only applying for Bonus 1, do I 
need to complete the UOW Admissions 
Bonus Form? 

 

Yes, all applicants seeking the First Preference Bonus must 
submit the UOW Admissions Bonus Form. However, no 
Commonwealth Statutory Declaration or supporting 
documents are required if you are only applying for Bonus 1. 

If I am applying for Bonus 1 and other 
bonuses, do I need to complete a 
Commonwealth Statutory Declaration? 

Yes, if you are applying for other bonuses in addition to Bonus 1, 
a Commonwealth Statutory Declaration will be required. 
Check the requirements for each bonus in this guide. 

What happens if I submit the UOW 
Admissions Bonus Form but do not 
select UOW as my first preference in the 
GEMSAS application? 

The First Preference Bonus will not be applied unless UOW is 
selected as your first preference in the GEMSAS application. 
Ensure your preference is correct before the application 
deadline. 

If I forget to submit the UOW Admissions 
Bonus Form, will I still be eligible for 
Bonus 1? 

No, submitting the UOW Admissions Bonus Form is mandatory 
to receive Bonus 1, even though no additional supporting 
documents are required. 

Can I change my GEMSAS preferences 
after submission to make UOW my first 
preference? 

Changes to GEMSAS preferences are determined by GEMSAS 
terms and conditions. Refer to the GEMSAS guide for more 
information on preferences. 

FAQs for BONUS 2 – Registered health 
professional 

 

I am currently a student in a health 
profession program. Am I eligible for 
Bonus 2? 

No, student registration does not qualify. Applicants must hold 
full, unconditional registration active as of 31 May in the year of 
application. 

I am a health professional not listed in 
the eligibility criteria. Am I eligible for 
Bonus 2? 

No, only the Australian listed professions or equivalent 
professions in Aotearoa New Zealand qualify for Bonus 2. 

What should I do if my registration 
expires before the application deadline? 

Ensure your registration is renewed and remains active through 
31 May of the application year. Submit proof of updated 
registration with your application. 

I am a health professional but affiliated 
with a different body but not governed by 

No, only professions registered under the specified 
organizations or their equivalents in Aotearoa New Zealand are 
eligible. 

https://applygemsas.edu.au/gemsas/#/home
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AHPRA, DA, SPA, or ESSA. Can I still 
apply for Bonus 2? 

I have limited registration or 
conditions/restrictions on my 
registration. Am I eligible? 

No, only applicants with unconditional registration are eligible 
for Bonus 2. Registration with conditions does not qualify. 
Provisional registration (while undertaking postgraduate training 
such as for psychology or pharmacy internship) is acceptable. 

I am in my first postgraduate/internship 
year. Am I eligible for Bonus 2? 

Yes, as long as you hold provisional registration without 
imposed conditions by 31 May and meet the other eligibility 
requirements. 

FAQs for BONUS 3 – Service 
Commitment 

 

I was a child cadet/nipper. Am I eligible 
for Bonus 3? 

No, service as a minor is not eligible for Bonus 3. Only active 
service above the age of 16 years counts toward the bonus. 

My organization is not on the list. Can I 
still apply for Bonus 3? 

Only the specified organizations or their NZ equivalents 
qualify for Bonus 3. If your organization is not listed, you may 
submit documentation, but approval is unlikely. 

What if I have part-time or intermittent 
volunteer service over two years? 

Service must meet your organization’s minimum standards and 
be continuous over two years to qualify. 

My volunteer service includes a 
significant break. Does this affect my 
eligibility? 

Yes, service must be continuous over two years to qualify. 
Significant breaks in service will disqualify you, even if the total 
hours meet the minimum requirements. 

Do I need to provide exact hours for my 
service? 

Yes, both your Commonwealth Statutory Declaration and 
supporting letter from the organization must specify total hours 
and your role to confirm eligibility. 

Can training hours count toward my 
service? 

Yes, for organizations requiring preliminary training (e.g., 
Lifeline, RFS, SJA), service periods are counted from the 
commencement of training, provided training progresses as 
expected. 

Does paid service within these volunteer 
organizations count for Bonus 3? 

No, paid service does not qualify for Bonus 3. This bonus is 
specifically for volunteer roles and unpaid service. Paid 
service is acceptable in the case of full-time 
emergency/military service. 

I am a retired emergency/military service 
member. Am I still eligible? 

Yes, as long as you meet the two-year continuous service 
requirement, and the service was completed no later than 31 
May in the year of application. 

FAQs for BONUS 4 – Full time work 
experience 

 

My work hours varied weekly. How do I 
calculate my eligibility? 

If your hours varied, calculate the total hours worked over the 
eligible period and ensure they meet the required 3,744 hours 
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over three years. Include an explanation in your Commonwealth 
Statutory Declaration and provide supporting documentation, 
such as payslips or timekeeping records, to verify your claim. 

Does overseas employment count? Yes, overseas employment is eligible if appropriate supporting 
documentation is provided. The decision will be made on a 
case-by-case basis. 

I took extended leave during my 
employment. Am I still eligible? 

Yes, provided the total hours worked meet the minimum 
requirements (3,744 hours over three years or two consecutive 
years of full-time work). Leave periods will not count toward the 
total. 

I had a gap between roles. Does this 
affect my eligibility? 

No, gaps between roles are acceptable as long as the 
combined employment meets the minimum time 
requirements / total hours and supporting documentation is 
provided for all roles. 

I work multiple casual or part-time jobs. 
Can I still apply for Bonus 4? 

Yes, provided the combined hours across all jobs meet the 
minimum requirements/ total hours. Submit documentation for 
each role, including supporting letters from each employer. 

What if I cannot obtain a letter from a 
previous employer? 

If you cannot obtain a supporting letter, submit alternative 
evidence, such as: 

• Signed employment contracts. 

• Tax records (e.g., PAYG summaries, tax returns). 

• Payslips or other verifiable records. 

Include an explanation in your Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration detailing why the letter could not be obtained and 
how the alternative evidence supports your claim. Eligibility in 
such cases will be assessed on a case-by-case basis but 
cannot be guaranteed. Submitting an official employer letters 
remains the preferred approach. 

What if I am self-employed? Self-employment is eligible for Bonus 4, if you provide: 

• A Commonwealth Statutory Declaration detailing the 
nature of your work, dates of self-employment, weekly 
or total hours worked, and your primary responsibilities. 

• Supporting documents such as business registration 
certificates, and a supporting letter from your 
registered accountant to verify your employment 
duration and workload. 

Eligibility will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 

Do I need to combine my supporting 
documents if I have multiple employers? 

Yes, all supporting documents must be combined into a single 
PDF file per bonus before submission. Ensure each employer's 
letter follows the specified guidelines. 
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What if I worked part-time for an 
extended period? Can this count toward 
Bonus 4? 

Part-time work can count if the combined hours across the 
eligible period meet the minimum requirement of 3,744 hours 
over three years. You must provide supporting documentation 
for all roles to verify total hours worked. 

My employment includes freelance or 
contract work. Does this count? 

Freelance or contract work is eligible if you can provide 
sufficient documentation, including: 

• A detailed Commonwealth Statutory Declaration 
outlining your work. 

• Supporting evidence such as contracts, invoices, tax 
returns, or a letter from a registered accountant. 

All freelance or contract work will be assessed on a case-by-
case basis. 

I worked multiple roles with the same 
employer. Do I need separate letters? 

No, one supporting letter from the employer can cover multiple 
roles, provided it includes all required details for each role 
(e.g., dates, hours worked, responsibilities). Ensure your 
statutory declaration reflects the same information. 

Does leave without pay (LWOP) or unpaid 
breaks count toward the time 
calculation? 

No, only paid work hours count toward Bonus 4. Leave without 
pay or unpaid breaks will not be included in the total hours 
calculation. 

FAQs for BONUS 5 – Rural work 
experience 

Applicants for Bonus 5 are encouraged to also review the FAQs 
for Bonus 4: Full-Time Work Experience, as they address 
common scenarios such as gaps between roles, extended 
leave, varied work hours, and alternative documentation. 

Can I apply for both Bonus 4 (Full-Time 
Work Experience) and Bonus 5 (Rural 
Work Experience)? 

Yes, you may apply for both bonuses if you meet the eligibility 
criteria for each. Ensure you provide separate paragraphs in 
your Commonwealth Statutory Declaration and upload 
supporting documentation for each bonus. 

What if I lived in a metropolitan area but 
worked in a rural location (MM2-MM7)? 

No, eligibility requires both living and working in a rural 
location. You must provide evidence of your rural residential 
address during the employment period. 

Can I combine casual or part-time roles 
to meet the hours requirement? 

Yes, as long as the combined hours meet the 2,600-hour 
requirement over a three-year period or the equivalent of 25+ 
hours per week for two consecutive years and you were living 
and working rurally in all cases. Provide documentation for 
each role. 

How do I verify if my location qualifies as 
MM2-MM7? 

Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm the classification 
of your work and residential addresses under the Modified 
Monash Model (2019). 

What if I split my time between rural and 
metropolitan locations within the same 
job? 

Only the time spent working and living in a rural location (MM2-
MM7) qualifies for Bonus 5. You must provide clear 
documentation verifying the rural portion of your employment, 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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and you must be living rurally during the time of your rural 
employment.  

What if I cannot obtain a letter from a 
previous employer? 

If you cannot obtain a supporting letter, you may submit 
alternative documentation, such as: 

• Signed employment contracts. 
• Tax records (e.g., PAYG summaries, tax returns). 
• Payslips or other verifiable records. 

Include an explanation in your Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration detailing why the employer letter could not be 
obtained and how the alternative documentation supports your 
claim. 

Eligibility in such cases will be assessed on a case-by-case 
basis, but submitting an employer letter is the preferred 
approach. 

My employment was seasonal or 
dependent on specific rural conditions. 
Can this count? 

Yes, seasonal work can count toward Bonus 5 if you can 
demonstrate: 

• Consistent seasonal employment over the required 
time period with total hours meeting the eligibility 
criteria (2,600 hours over three years or 25+ hours per 
week for two consecutive years). 

• Supporting documentation such as contracts, payslips, 
or letters from your employer. 

• You must have been living rurally at the time of your 
employment. 

Does volunteering, university work 
placements or clinical placements in a 
rural area count for Bonus 5? 

No, Bonus 5 is specifically for paid employment. However, 
volunteer service may qualify for Bonus 3: Service Commitment 
if it meets the criteria for that bonus. 

Does FIFO (Fly-In, Fly-Out) work count 
for Bonus 5? 

Yes, FIFO work can count toward Bonus 5 if the following 
conditions are met: 

• The work location is classified as MM2-MM7 under the 
Modified Monash Model (2019). 

• You have a rural residential address while working on-
site in the rural location. 

Only the time spent living and working in the rural 
location counts toward the required hours. The time spent 
must still meet the eligibility requirements of 2,600 hours 
over three years or 25+ hours per week for two 
consecutive years. 

Day trips or short-term FIFO arrangements, where you reside in 
a metropolitan area or outside MM2-MM7 during the 
employment period, do not qualify. 
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I worked in a rural location but lived just 
outside the MM2-MM7 area and 
commuted. Am I still eligible? 

No, both your work and residential addresses must be 
classified as MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash Model 
(2019). Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm eligibility. 

FAQs for BONUS 6 – Rural high school 
education 

 

What if I attended multiple rural high 
schools to meet the four-year 
requirement? 

You are eligible, provided the schools are located in areas 
classified as MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash Model. 

You must provide a separate supporting letter from each 
school, confirming your attendance and the school’s address. 

What if my high school is no longer 
operational? 

If your high school has closed, include this information in your 
Commonwealth Statutory Declaration. 

Provide any alternative documentation available, such as: 

• Report cards. 
• School records. 
• Enrolment confirmation. 
• Eligibility will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 

What if I attended a rural primary school 
but a metropolitan high school? 

This bonus applies only to attendance at rural high schools 
classified as MM2-MM7. Primary school attendance does not 
qualify. 

How do I verify if my high school is 
located in an MM2-MM7 area? 

Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm the location’s 
classification under the Modified Monash Model (2019). Enter 
the school’s address to check its classification. 

What if my high school was classified as 
MM2-MM7 at the time I attended but isn’t 
any more? 

Eligibility is based on the school’s current classification as 
MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash Model (2019). If it 
qualifies under this system now, you remain eligible. 

What if my high school was on the border 
of an MM2-MM7 area? 

Eligibility for this bonus is based on the school's specific street 
location under the Modified Monash Model (2019). Use the 
Health Workforce Locator.to verify the exact classification of the 
school’s address. 

I completed part of my high school 
education overseas in a rural area. Does 
this qualify? 

No, Bonus 6 is specific to rural high schools located within 
Australia and classified as MM2-MM7 under the Modified 
Monash Model (2019). 

Can I still apply if I attended high school 
in a rural location but less than four 
school years? 

No, the minimum requirement is attendance for at least four 
school years at a rural high school classified as MM2-MM7 
under the Modified Monash Model (2019). 

I attended a boarding school in a rural 
area (MM2-MM7) but my home address 
was in a metropolitan area. Am I eligible? 

Yes, if the boarding school itself is classified as MM2-MM7 
under the Modified Monash Model (2019), you are eligible. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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Does home-schooling / distance 
education / remote schooling in a rural 
location count? 

Yes, home-schooling / distance education / remote schooling 
can count for Bonus 6 if the following conditions are met: 

• The applicant was living in a rural location (MM2-MM7) 
under the Modified Monash Model (2019) during their 
high school years. 

• The applicant provides documentation verifying their 
rural address during this period and details of their 
home-schooling education. Please contact MD 
Admissions team for further advice of acceptable 
documentation in this circumstance. 

I lived in a rural area but travelled to my 
high school in a nearby MM1 area, am I 
eligible? 

No, eligibility for this bonus is based on the school's specific 
street location under the Modified Monash Model (2019) not 
your residential home address. If you lived in a rural area, you 
may be eligible to apply via the Rural Entry Pathway. 

FAQs for BONUS 7 – Illawarra local 
resident MM1 

 

What if I moved within the Illawarra area 
during the five years? 

As long as all addresses are within the MM1 Illawarra area 
(Helensburgh to Shellharbour) and the residency is 
consecutive, you are eligible. Include all addresses and their 
corresponding dates in your Commonwealth Statutory 
Declaration and supporting documents. 

What if I took an extended trip or lived 
elsewhere temporarily during the five 
years? 

Eligibility requires five consecutive years of uninterrupted 
residence in the Illawarra local area. Temporary absences may 
be considered on a case-by-case basis if evidence supports 
continued connection to the area (e.g., maintaining a 
permanent address). 

Can I use multiple sources to verify my 
residency? 

Yes, you may use multiple supporting letters or documents if 
necessary. For example, you might provide an address 
summary from Service NSW for part of the period and a school 
or workplace letter for the remaining time. 

What qualifies as an official address 
summary document? 

Examples include: 

• A statement from Service NSW or another state 
licensing authority showing your registered addresses 
during the period. 

• An address history report from your enrolled university 
(eg UOW) 

• Tenancy agreements for the required period.  

(Note: Utilities accounts will not be accepted) 

What if I lived just outside the MM1 
Illawarra area? 

Only residences within the MM1 Illawarra area (Helensburgh 
to Shellharbour) are eligible. Use the Health Workforce 
Locator.to confirm your address’s classification. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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What if I cannot obtain a supporting letter 
for my address? 

If a supporting letter cannot be obtained, provide alternative 
evidence (e.g., utility bills, tenancy agreements) along with an 
explanation in your statutory declaration. These cases will be 
assessed on a case-by-case basis, but a supporting letter is 
preferred for greater likelihood of approval. 

What if I live in an Illawarra area that is 
classified as MM2-7 such as Tullimbar or 
Kiama NSW ? 

Eligibility for Bonus 7 requires residence in the MM1 Illawarra 
area (Helensburgh to Shellharbour, as defined by the Modified 
Monash Model). 

If you live in an MM2 area like Tullimbar, you are not eligible for 
Bonus 7. However, you may still qualify for other bonuses, such 
as Bonus 5: Rural Work Experience or Bonus 6: Rural High 
School Education or Bonus 8: NSW Rural resident, if you meet 
their respective criteria. 

Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm your area’s 
classification under the 2019 Modified Monash Model. 

What if I attended university outside the 
Illawarra area but maintained my primary 
residence in MM1? 

Yes, you are still eligible if you maintained your primary 
residence in the MM1 Wollongong area (Helensburgh to 
Shellharbour) while commuting to university elsewhere. Provide 
evidence of your Illawarra residential address during this period 
(e.g., address summary, tenancy agreements). 

What if my residential address is on the 
border of MM1 and MM2? 

Eligibility is based on the specific classification of your 
address under the Modified Monash Model (2019). Use the 
Health Workforce Locator.to confirm whether your address falls 
within MM1. Only MM1 addresses are eligible for Bonus 7. 

What if I lived in MM1 for the required five 
years but recently moved outside the 
area? 

To be eligible, you must currently live in MM1 Illawarra and 
have completed five consecutive years of residence within the 
region immediately prior to your application. 

Does owning property in the Illawarra 
region count as residency? 

No, property ownership alone does not meet the residency 
requirements. You must provide evidence of physical 
residence within MM1 Illawarra for the specified five-year 
period. 

FAQs for BONUS 8 – NSW rural resident 
MM2+ 

 

How do I verify if my area qualifies as 
MM2-MM7? 

Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm the classification 
of your residential address under the Modified Monash Model 
(2019). 

What if I lived in multiple rural areas in 
NSW? 

You are eligible as long as your combined residence in MM2-
MM7 areas meets the five consecutive years or ten cumulative 
years requirement.  

Ensure your GEMSAS application reflects all relevant addresses 
and dates. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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What supporting documents are required 
for this bonus? 

Evidence of your rural residency must be included in your 
GEMSAS application as a Rural Entry Pathway applicant.  

No additional documentation is required specifically for UOW 
to apply for Bonus 8. 

What if my area was rural (MM2-MM7) 
but was reclassified as MM1 after I lived 
there? 

Eligibility is based on the current classification of your area 
under the Modified Monash Model (2019). 

If your area is now classified as MM1, it does not qualify for 
Bonus 8, even if it was MM2-MM7 during the time you resided 
there. 

Use the Health Workforce Locator.to confirm your address’s 
current classification.  

What if I lived just outside NSW in a rural 
area classified as MM2-MM7? 

As a NSW based medical school, this bonus is specifically for 
NSW rural residents. Residences outside NSW do not qualify, 
even if they are MM2-MM7 under the Modified Monash Model 
(2019). 

However, a significant number of places in the UOW MD 
program are reserved for students of rural origin. In the past, the 
majority of eligible Rural Entry Pathway applicants  who 
selected the UOW MD program as their first preference in their 
GEMSAS application were successful in receiving an offer to 
study at medicine at UOW. We strongly encourage Rural Entry 
Pathway applicants from all states and territories to apply to 
the UOW MD program as their first preference to maximise their 
chances of selection. 

Can I include short-term stays or 
temporary residences in rural NSW? 

No, eligibility requires long-term residency for either five 
consecutive years or ten cumulative years. Short-term stays or 
temporary residences do not count toward this bonus. 

How do I qualify for the NSW Rural 
Resident Interview Guarantee? 

To be eligible for the interview guarantee, you must: 

• Demonstrate rural origin in NSW (classified as MM2-
MM7 under the 2019 Modified Monash Model). 

• Select UOW as your first preference in your GEMSAS 
application. 

• Meet all minimum admission requirements (e.g., 
GPA, GAMSAT). 

• Apply for both: 

o Bonus 1: First Preference Applicant 

o Bonus 8: NSW Rural Resident MM2+ 

If I am a NSW rural resident who applies 
to UOW as first preference, am I 
guaranteed an offer to study medicine at 
UOW? 

No, the interview guarantee ensures only an interview 
opportunity, not an offer of admission. Selection for a place in 
the MD program will still be based on overall performance in the 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/apps-and-tools/health-workforce-locator/app
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admissions process, Casper score, MMi interview and 
Admissions bonuses.  

Does the interview guarantee apply to all 
Rural Entry Pathway applicants? 

No, the interview guarantee applies only to Rural Entry 
Pathway applicants who are NSW rural residents (MM2-
MM7). Rural applicants from other states and territories are 
strongly encouraged to apply to UOW as  

What if I meet the NSW rural residency 
criteria but do not list UOW as my first 
preference? 

The interview guarantee applies only if you select UOW as 
your first preference in GEMSAS. If UOW is not listed as your 
first preference, you will not be eligible for the interview 
guarantee. 

FAQs for BONUS 9 - UOW graduate and 
BONUS 10 – UOW graduate + academic 
excellence  

 

Does studying online affect my eligibility? No, studying online does not affect eligibility, provided the 
degree was awarded by UOW and meets the other criteria 
(completion timeline and minimum FTE duration). 

What if I completed my degree more than 
10 years ago? 

Degrees completed more than 10 years prior to the application 
year are not eligible for this bonus. 

Can I apply for the bonus if I am 
completing my UOW degree in the same 
year I apply? 

Yes, you may be eligible for the bonus if your degree is 
predicted to be completed by 31 December in the year of 
application. Ensure your Commonwealth Statutory Declaration 
reflects the predicted completion date. 

Do I need to submit additional 
documentation for Bonus 9? 

No, academic qualifications are provided as part of your 
GEMSAS application. No additional documents are required for 
this bonus. 

What if I completed two UOW degrees? 
Can I apply for Bonus 9 twice? 

No, the bonus is applied only once, regardless of the number of 
UOW degrees you hold. 

Are UOW diplomas or certificate 
programs eligible for Bonus 9? 

No, only degrees meeting Australian Qualifications 
Framework Level 7 or above (e.g., bachelor, master) are 
eligible. 

What if my degree was partially 
completed at another institution? 

You are eligible for Bonus 9 as long as: 

• Your degree was awarded by UOW, and 

• It meets the following limits on credit for prior learning 
or exchange subjects: 

o For a three-year FTE undergraduate degree, no 
more than one year may consist of credit for 
prior learning or exchange subjects. 

o For a 1.5-year FTE postgraduate degree, no more 
than 0.5 years may consist of credit for prior 
learning or exchange subjects. 
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Degrees exceeding these limits may not be eligible for Bonus 9. 

What if my UOW degree included a year 
abroad or exchange program? 

Exchange subjects are permitted as long as they do not exceed 
the limits on credit (one year for undergraduate degrees, 0.5 
years for postgraduate degrees). Ensure this is clearly outlined 
in your GEMSAS application. 

What if my UOW degree is part of a 
double degree program? 

You are eligible for Bonus 9 as long as: 

o At least one component of the double degree is 
awarded by UOW. 

o The UOW part of the program meets the 
minimum FTE duration and credit limitations 
outlined in the eligibility criteria. 

Do I need to apply separately for Bonus 
10? 

No, Bonus 10 is applied automatically. If you qualify for Bonus 9 
– UOW Graduate, your GPA will be reviewed to determine your 
eligibility for Bonus 10. 

What if I have multiple degrees? Which 
GPA is used? 

The GPA for your UOW MD application (and for Bonus 10) is 
calculated based on your most recent three years of 
coursework study. Refer to the UOW Doctor of Medicine 
website for more information on GPA calculations. Your overall 
weighted GPA will be used for consideration of Bonus 10.  

How is the weighted GPA of 6.5 
calculated? 

The GPA is calculated using the weighting system applied by 
GEMSAS. For details on GPA calculation, refer to the GEMSAS 
website or the UOW Doctor of Medicine website. 

What if my degree will be completed in 
the same year I am applying? 

Yes, you are eligible if your degree is predicted to be completed 
by 31 December in the year of application and your weighted 
GPA at the time of assessment meets the required threshold. 

Can I qualify for Bonus 10 if I meet the 
GPA requirement but not Bonus 9? 

No, eligibility for Bonus 10 requires meeting all criteria for 
Bonus 9 – UOW Graduate, in addition to the GPA requirement. 

What if my GPA is just below 6.5? Can it 
be rounded up? 

No, the GPA must meet or exceed 6.5 without rounding. 

FAQs for BONUS 11 – Indigenous 
Health graduate  

 

What if my postgraduate course in 
Indigenous Health is not one of the UOW 
recommended courses? 

Programs not listed in the Guide may still be eligible if they meet 
the following criteria: 

o The program is at the Graduate Certificate level or 
higher. 

o It includes a primary specialisation in Indigenous 
Health or Indigenous Cultural Studies, with a 
preference for Indigenous-led programs. 

https://www.uow.edu.au/science-medicine-health/schools-entities/gsm/doctor-of-medicine/
https://gemsas.edu.au/gpa-calculations/
https://gemsas.edu.au/gpa-calculations/
https://www.uow.edu.au/science-medicine-health/schools-entities/gsm/doctor-of-medicine/
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These programs will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
Include all relevant details in your application and statutory 
declaration. 

What if my degree was completed more 
than 10 years ago? 

Degrees completed more than 10 years prior to the application 
year are not eligible. Consider updating your qualifications with 
a current Indigenous Health program to meet eligibility 
requirements. 

Can I qualify if my degree includes more 
than 25% credit for prior learning? 

No, degrees where more than 25% of the program consists of 
credit for prior learning are not eligible. Ensure your 
qualification meets this limit. 

Do I need to apply separately for Bonus 
11? 

Yes, you must indicate your application for Bonus 11 on the 
UOW Admissions Bonus Form and submit a paragraph in your 
Commonwealth Statutory Declaration confirming your 
qualification. 

What if I am completing my degree in the 
same year I am applying? 

Yes, you are eligible if your degree is declared in your GEMSAS 
application and is predicted to be completed by 31 December 
in the year of application. Your statutory declaration must 
include the predicted completion date.  

Does online study affect my eligibility? No, as long as the program is awarded by an eligible institution 
and meets all other requirements, online or distance learning 
does not impact eligibility. 

Are international qualifications outside 
Australia or New Zealand eligible? 

No, only qualifications from Australian universities 
specializing in Indigenous Health / Cultural studies and New 
Zealand programs specializing in Māori Health / Cultural 
studies are eligible. 

What if my program is a general public 
health degree with some Indigenous 
Health subjects? 

General public health degrees are only eligible if you 
completed a formal primary specialisation in Indigenous 
Health. For example, the UOW Master of Public Health 
(Indigenous Health Specialisation) is eligible, but a generic 
public health degree without such an identified specialisation 
does not qualify. 

Can I qualify for both Bonus 9 (UOW 
Graduate) and Bonus 11? 

Yes, you may qualify for both bonuses if you meet the criteria 
for each. For example, completing the UOW Master of 
Indigenous Health could make you eligible for Bonus 9, Bonus 
11, and potentially Bonus 10 if your GPA meets the threshold. 

What if my undergraduate degree was in 
Indigenous Health? 

Bonus 11 is specifically for postgraduate qualifications 
specializing in Indigenous Health at the Graduate Certificate 
level or above. 

Unfortunately, undergraduate degrees in Indigenous Health do 
not meet the eligibility criteria for this bonus. 

For any other questions, contact us on MD-enquiries@uow.edu.au  

mailto:MD-enquiries@uow.edu.au
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