
 

Appendix B 

National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2023 

4.8.1 Research conducted overseas by researchers from Australian institutions must comply with 
this National Statement. 

4.8.2 Local cultural values should be acknowledged in the design and conduct of the research. It 
should be clearly established that such acknowledgement will result in participants being accorded 
no less respect and protection than this National Statement requires. 

4.8.3 As far as is necessary to satisfy the requirements of paragraphs 1.10 to 1.13, the design and 
conduct of the research should reflect continuing consultation with the local participant population 
and the communities to which they belong (paragraph 4.8.19). 

4.8.4 Researchers should inform ethical review bodies in Australia: 

(a) whether, in the country in which they intend to do research, there are ethics approval 

processes that are relevant to that research, and whether any such processes are mandatory 

or voluntary in relation to the proposed research 

(b) how such processes function, the values and principles on which they rely, and whether they 

require reporting of the Australian review body's approval. 

 

4.8.5 Where there are no ethics approval processes in an overseas country, this National Statement 
may provide the only applicable process for ethical approval. In this case, the Australian ethical 
review body should take account of the available resources and means to conduct the research and 
avoid imposing unrealistic requirements, providing always that research participants are accorded 
no less respect and protection than this National Statement requires. 

4.8.6 Some funding or national requirements will direct researchers and review bodies to conform to 
the ethics guidelines of local institutions or to recognised international guidelines or instruments. 
Research conducted under those guidelines or instruments should be approved only if participants 
will be accorded no less respect and protection than this National Statement requires. 

4.8.7 Researchers should have enough experience or access to expertise to enable them to engage 
with participants in ways that accord them due respect and protection. 

4.8.8 When research is to be conducted overseas by a researcher who is subject to academic 
supervision, researchers should inform the Australian ethical review body of how that supervision is 
to be effected so that due respect and protection will be accorded to participants. 



4.8.9 When co-researchers are to be recruited in an overseas country, researchers should inform a 
review body of how the capacity and expertise to conduct that part of the research assigned to the 
co-researchers will be established. 

4.8.10 It is the responsibility of researchers to satisfy themselves that those co-researchers will carry 
out the research in a way that accords participants no less respect and protection than this National 
Statement requires. 

 


