Capability Statement

Supporting regional
communities
The University of Wollongong (UOW) plays
an active role in advancing and championing
social, cultural, environmental and economic
developments in our regional communities.

SUPPORTING REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT

UOW leads positive change by maximising regional assets
to bring benefits to our communities. The University is also
providing our communities with access to tools and support
to create a thriving economic future.

UOW has always served our communities and we are
invested in supporting the development of regional human
capital, economic development and sustainability of regions
across NSW through the provision of our regional campuses.

The Bega Valley Innovation Hub (BVIH) is a unique business
accelerator program run by UOW and the iAccelerate
Innovation Network to help locals grow ideas into viable
businesses.

We have become a national model for multi-campus
universities since establishing the ﬁrst of our regional
campuses in the Shoalhaven in 1993. Since then, the network
has been extended to include Batemans Bay, Bega, and the
Southern Highlands (Moss Vale).

It was established in 2018 by funding from the Federal
Government, UOW, Bega Valley Shire Council, Bega
Cheese and the Bega Chamber of Commerce. It also hosts
outreach programs such as high school start-up camps,
education events to help local businesses understand how
an innovation support system works and training workshops
to help businesses adopt new technologies. UOW Bega has
also contributed to Bega Valley Shire Council’s “Big Ideas”
research and economic development project.

UOW provides the economic leadership to grow and develop
vibrant, prosperous and globally-competitive communities.
After all, regions such as the South Coast and Southern
Highlands are part of the foundations of a prosperous
Australia.
DEVELOPING HUMAN CAPITAL

With an array of outreach and enabling programs, each
regional campus offers a range of undergraduate and
postgraduate degrees, with teaching on-site and via highspeed internet links with Wollongong and other campuses.
The Shoalhaven campus also includes a sub-campus of
UOW’s School of Medicine which is dedicated to training
doctors for regional, rural and remote Australia.
As at 2019, almost 3,000 students have graduated from
UOW’s regional campuses (more than 650 from Batemans
Bay, more than 500 from Bega, 207 from Southern Highlands,
and about 1,600 from Shoalhaven). This doesn’t include the
number of students who completed part of their degree
at these campuses before transferring to Wollongong or
another institution to complete a program of study not
available locally.
First-in-family students make up 62.5 per cent of the UOW
Batemans Bay Campus student population, while 53.5 per
cent of students at UOW Shoalhaven are the first in their
family to attend university.
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UOW Shoalhaven is the site of the UOW Industry 4.0 Hub,
a collaborative environment for students, industry and
entrepreneurs, which is set to position the Shoalhaven at the
forefront of advanced manufacturing.
The hub is aimed at benefitting agribusiness, defence
and manufacturing industries, which are key drivers of the
Shoalhaven economy.
The hub, modelled on the Facility for Intelligent Fabrication
in Wollongong, is equipped with cobots and industrial
robots. Cobots, also known as collaborative robots, are robots
designed to work safely alongside humans, augmenting the
human worker rather than replacing them.
Soon to include a makerspace, the hub is funded by the
Federal government to enhance collaboration between
universities and businesses.
UOW Shoalhaven also partners with Shoalhaven Council,
Shoalhaven Business Chamber, Shoalhaven Professional
Business Association and the Careers Advisors network to
work with local employers on securing work placements
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MIND the GaP (Mental Illness in Nowra District: Goals
and Prevention) is jointly funded by the Commonwealth
Government’s National Stronger Regions Fund. Led by
Shoalhaven City Council and UOW, the initiative address
mental health issues for young people living in the
Shoalhaven.

Meantime, UOW researchers are working on the Blue Futures
project which explores the evolution of maritime clusters
along the South Coast to bring together small and medium
enterprises with similar interests.

MIND the GaP is eager to work alongside the Aboriginal
community and partner with Aboriginal organisations to
address mental health concerns, contributing to improving
the overall social and emotional wellbeing.

INCREASING ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION

UOW has a proud history of working closely with each of our
communities to drive increased participation and attainment
among disadvantaged groups, with more than 1,000
students participating in school outreach programs at each
regional campus every year.
In 2019, UOW Batemans Bay worked with Mogo Aboriginal
Preschool, Mogo Local Aboriginal Lands Council, Milton
Public, Ulladulla Public, and Ulladulla Local Aboriginal Lands
Council to produce children’s books. UOW Batemans Bay is
also running a program in 2020 which works to re-engage
at-risk children with education and has partnered with South
Coast Careers College to offer a free university bridging
program to non-traditional students.
In UOW Bega, more than 100 Indigenous students from the
Bega Valley participated in an outreach program in 2019.
Each regional campus partners with local organisations to
offer scholarships to hard working and talented students
from disadvantaged backgrounds who have been involved in
activities that give back to the community.
ADDRESSING REGIONAL ISSUES

In addition to teaching and research, regional campuses
are now focused on being community service hubs.
Examples of this in Nowra are Noah’s Shoalhaven children
and families centre, and MIND the GaP. These demonstrate
how UOW – with our partners – provides teaching and
research-integrated services that address the needs of local
communities.
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Current activity includes a research project focused on
developing bespoke Suicide Prevention Community
Gatekeeper Training with the goal to assist in reducing the
overall incidence of suicidal behaviour and suicide in local
Aboriginal communities.
UOW Shoalhaven also partners with schools in the region
to coordinate the Shoalhaven Aboriginal Year 12 Graduation
Celebrations which recognise the achievements of Aboriginal
students in schools from Kiama to Ulladulla.
Meantime, UOW Bega runs an annual “Youth Hack” with
the region’s year 10 students to apply design thinking and
problem-solving skills to youth-identified community issues.
IMPROVING HEALTH AND WELLBEING

The Nursing Clinical Learning Facility at UOW Bega has been
established to help augment the supply of trained nurses into
regional healthcare systems and support further professional
training opportunities. It includes a nursing simulation lab
and related education spaces that support the South East
Regional Hospital in Bega.
Meantime, the Ngarruwan Ngadji: First Peoples Health and
Wellbeing Research Centre has UOW researchers focused
on the health and wellbeing of South Coast Indigenous
communities, working with Shoalhaven, Bega and Batemans
Bay campuses to address issues such as Indigenous life
expectancy and suicide rates.
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for graduates. UOW Southern Highlands partners with the
Southern Highlands Careers Advisers network to work with
local employers on securing work placements and graduate
employment. UOW Batemans Bay works closely with
employment agencies Campbell Page and Max Employment
to offer access programs to their clients.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

The UOW Community Investment Program facilitates
community collaborations that build strong communities.
Our collaborations within this program in the Shoalhaven
include the Bundanon Trust, and sponsoring both the
National Indigenous Football Championships at the Shoalhaven
Sporting Complex, and the Wreck Bay Football Club.
Our Community Engagement Grants Scheme links researchers,
teachers and professional staff at the University with community
organisations to work on mutually beneficial projects.
Regional campuses sponsor and support local sporting
teams and events. For example, UOW Southern Highlands
at Moss Vale is a major supporter of the annual Southern
Highlands Writers Festival and UOW Batemans Bay has
sponsored two local Indigenous touch football teams at the
Koori Knockout competitions.

Facilities are provided free of charge and at reduced cost
as meeting and training venues for various community
organisations including South Coast Writers Centre, Southern
Highlands Community Hospice, South East Regional Hospital
and Sapphire Coast Aged Care.
STANDING WITH OUR COMMUNITIES

UOW’s commitment to our regions is demonstrated by
the assistance we have provided to communities in the
South Coast and Southern Highlands during Australia’s
bushfire crisis.
During the bushfires, our regional campuses opened their
doors as places of refuge alongside the main community
evacuation centres. More than 300 displaced people stayed
at UOW Batemans Bay, including evacuees from a nearby
retirement village. UOW Bega offered shelter to impacted
staff, students and the community as well as providing a
place to sleep to members of the RFS, EMS and ADF.
Working with Moss Vale and Rural Chamber of Commerce
and the Southern Highlands Key Stakeholders Group, UOW
staff participated in emergency meetings to formulate
bushfire recovery planning strategies in the Southern
Highlands, particularly focussing on relief for local businesses
which had been severely impacted due to the fires.
During the fire crisis, staff at our regional campuses voluntarily
supported our communities while also defending their own
homes and attending to the safety of their loved ones. We are
now focused on projects to assist recovery and resilience.

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS DURING PANDEMIC

Students at UOW have been greatly impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. UOW is committed to helping our
students through these challenging times.
In April 2020, we introduced the Financial Assistance Grants
Scheme. The scheme provides currently enrolled onshore
domestic and international students most in need with the
opportunity to access emergency funding (that does not
have to be paid back) to ease some of the financial burden
experienced as a result of the pandemic and the bushfire
crisis.
Grants are available for impacted onshore domestic
and international students enrolled at any one of UOW’s
Australian-based campuses, including UOW College
Australia. As at 1 July 2020, 3,510 students have been eligible
for the grants.
In Session 2, UOW extended a remote study bursary to all
domestic and international full fee-paying students who are
not enrolled in Commonwealth Supported Places.
BUILDING STRONG CONNECTIONS

UOW’s regional campuses continue to build strong local
community and business connections.
UOW Batemans Bay works closely with the Batemans Bay
Chamber of Commerce, while UOW Southern Highlands
is a foundation member of the Southern Highlands Key
Stakeholders Group and is a member of the Moss Vale and
Rural Chamber of Commerce.
UOW Shoalhaven is a member of the Shoalhaven Business
Chamber, the Shoalhaven Professional Business Association,
the Shoalhaven Young Professionals Association, and the
Nowra Aboriginal Education Consultative Group. UOW Bega
partners with Bega Valley Shire Council, Bega Cheese and
the Bega Chamber of Commerce to deliver the Bega Valley
Innovation Hub.

As part of this effort, UOW’s Global Challenges Program is
dedicating up to 50 per cent of funds to interdisciplinary
projects addressing disaster response in our communities
impacted by the fires.
The Bega Valley Innovation Hub has launched the Phoenix
Program to assist business recovery after the bushfires and
the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Our regional campuses also work with libraries to host
fundraising events for communities and sponsor prizes for
school presentation events.

UOW provides the economic
leadership to grow and
develop vibrant, prosperous
and globally-competitive
communities.

