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For many years, the University of Wollongong 
(UOW) has been helping communities in the 
Pacific to more effectively manage maritime 
security, improve food and economic security, 
incorporate sustainable fishing operations 
and improve the management of coastal and 
inshore fish resources.
We are also working to help provide solutions to other issues 
affecting the Pacific, including climate change, sustainable 
economic development, education, and building resilient and 
healthy communities.

Initiatives at UOW’s Australian National Centre for Ocean 
Resources and Security (ANCORS) are helping to improve the 
wellbeing of Pacific Island countries. ANCORS is Australia’s 
only multidisciplinary university-based centre dedicated 
to research, education and training in ocean law, maritime 
security, and natural marine resource management. 

ANCORS provides authoritative policy development advice 
and other support services to government agencies. The 
Centre’s Fish in Sustainable Food Systems research program 
focuses on addressing food security challenges through 
improved fisheries management, distribution and fish-based 
innovations. 

The ANCORS Ocean Nexus program studies the 
management of human interaction with the Pacific marine 
environment, while the Ocean Law and Policy program 
concentrates on improving marine legislation in the Pacific.

The majority of work in the Pacific carried out by UOW’s 
Centre for Critical Human Rights Research is in New 
Caledonia and the Solomon Islands. Centre researchers 
address a broad range of issues, including food security in the 
Solomon Islands, and language use and language attitudes 
in New Caledonia. The Centre, which brings together 
humanities and social sciences researchers, is also involved in 
providing a greater understanding and awareness of Pacific 
communities in Australia.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Lack of economic diversification, remoteness from major 
trade centres, and strong gender inequalities characterise 
many of the Pacific Island nations. UOW recognises that 
sustained development progress requires long-term 
partnerships that encourage regional collaboration and 
economic empowerment.

Blue economy: Since 2012, ANCORS has been collaborating 
with WorldFish and the Pacific Community on research 
for development projects in the Pacific region.  Current 
projects focus on community-based fisheries, food security, 
livelihoods and governance. These projects are funded from 
a range of sources, but predominantly through the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). ANCORS 
also provides capacity development for fishery agency staff 
from the Pacific. This has been funded through the DFAT 
Australian Award Fellowships. Research projects within 
ANCORS encompass diverse aspects of the blue economy 
including sustainable development of fisheries in the Pacific, 
and the viability of deep seabed mining in the Pacific.

Market engagement: Work is being undertaken to examine 
the challenges of community sustainability in the emerging 
market economy of the Solomon Islands. This research looks 
at the ways in which Solomon Islanders from Savo Island 
engage with the Honiara Central Market, the largest fresh 
food and vegetable market in the Solomon Islands. It includes 
collecting data on produce sold and income earned by 
farmers. 

FISHERIES AND FOOD SECURITY

Securing the sustainable supply of coastal fish is recognised 
as a critical priority by national governments and their 
regional organisations to provide needed economic, cultural 
and nutritional benefits into the future.

Coastal fisheries: Work by UOW researchers within ANCORS’ 
Fish in Sustainable Food Systems research program is 
helping to build a stronger, coordinated approach to coastal 
fisheries across the Pacific. Projects in this space are being 
supported by the Australian Government through the 
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Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR). UOW 
researchers lead an international coalition operating in 
partnership with regional and national agencies. The project 
is the largest presence UOW has in the Pacific region and 
is a central element in Australia’s long-term investment in 
sustainable fisheries for food security in the region. Main 
objectives include: improving and scaling out community-
based fisheries management in Kiribati, the Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu; improving the opportunities and viability of 
livelihood innovations and diversification; increasing social 
and gender equity in coastal fisheries management and 
livelihoods; and promoting food and nutrition security in the 
Pacific.

Postgraduate training: To address fisheries governance 
challenges and build capacity and training in the Pacific, 
a partnership has been formed between ANCORS and 
the Solomon Islands National University. Launched in 
October 2022, this partnership will collaborate to co-develop 
postgraduate training in sustainable fisheries management 
and international fisheries negotiations, and provide 
mentoring and support for early careers researchers from the 
Pacific Islands.

International tuna study: The 10 island states of the Western 
and Central Pacific – Cook Islands, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tokelau and Tuvalu — are so 
reliant on their tuna fisheries for economic development and 
food security that they are considered “tuna dependent”. 
From 2019-2021, UOW was part of a consortium of institutions 
and organisations – including Conservation International, the 
Pacific Community (SPC), the Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries 
Agency (FFA), and the Parties to the Nauru Agreement 
Office (PNAO) – involved in a study that combined climate 
science, ecological modelling and economic data to provide 
a comprehensive analysis of the impact of climate change 
on Pacific tuna stocks and on the small island states that 
depend on them. The study was published in Nature 
Sustainability in 2021, and is informing the development of a 
large Global Climate Fund grant proposal to support Pacific 
Island adaptions to climate change.

Social innovations: Researchers from ANCORS and 
WorldFish are coordinating a consortium including the 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources in Solomon 
Islands, the Directorate General of Fisheries, Aquaculture 
and Marine Resources in Timor-Leste, and the Centre for 
Sustainable Communities at the University of Canberra in a 
project that maps fish and fish products as they circulate in 
community economies. It is developing ways to improve fish-
based livelihood innovations for the many people involved 
in distribution practices, and food and nutrition security in 
Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. Novel technologies and 
social innovation for hygienic handling, processing and sales 
are key areas of opportunity to enhance livelihoods.

OCEAN GOVERNANCE

ANCORS provides strategic and technical advice to 
delegations across the Pacific Islands as it participates 
in regional fisheries management negotiations and the 
development of a new global treaty to conserve biodiversity 
on the high seas. The centre studies and develops innovative 
solutions to support sustainable and equitable ocean 
governance and resolve political stalemates over benefit 
sharing.

UOW is working to help provide 
solutions to issues affecting 
the Pacific, including climate 
change, ocean governance, 
sustainable economic 
development, education, and 
building resilient and healthy 
communities.
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Ocean Nexus program: In April 2020, the Nippon Foundation 
launched its new international research partnership 
dedicated to supporting the development, implementation 
and maintenance of sustainable and equitable ocean 
management and communities. The Ocean Nexus program, 
led by the University of Washington, is an international 
research partnership focused on developing evidence-based 
approaches for a sustainable and equitable ocean and society 
by creating fellowship programs, engaging in interdisciplinary 
research, developing innovative ocean networks, and 
effective science communication. UOW’s scope is global, but 
with particular focus on the Pacific Islands region.

Climate justice: In collaboration with researchers at the 
Pacific Community, Conservation International and the 
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency, ANCORS is studying 
the potential impacts of climate change on Pacific Island 
states that depend heavily on the region’s tuna fisheries. 
Climate-driven redistributions of tuna productivity 
could significantly disrupt regional economies, reducing 
critical revenue that fund Pacific hospitals, schools and 
infrastructure, and undermining sustainable management 
goals. 

Illegal fishing: ANCORS has a formal collaboration with the 
Japanese Fisheries Research and Education Agency (FRA) 
and the global non-profit organisation Global Fishing Watch 
to investigate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fishing. This collaboration is funded by the marine foundation, 
Oceans 5, and brings together satellite technology and 
machine learning with research and policy expertise, to 
strengthen fisheries governance, build transparency, and 
support a sustainable future for the Pacific region’s fisheries.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT

Climate change is a risk multiplier that exacerbates 
vulnerabilities in health, water, food, infrastructure and 
economic systems in the Pacific. 

GeoQuEST Research Centre: An interdisciplinary team 
from the Faculty of Science, Medicine and Health and the 
Faculty of Engineering and Information Sciences is focusing 
on environmental and climate change. The centre brings 

together researchers in atmospheric chemistry, geography 
and geology, and environmental science and environmental 
engineering. Teams are carrying out a detailed investigation 
of sugarcane production at Seaqaqa, Vanua Levu and Fiji, 
including fertiliser use and management, nutrient efficiency 
and impact of farmer activity. Members of the centre are also 
investigating the factors that affect reef vulnerability in Isabel 
Province, Solomon Islands.

Waste management: ANCORS has been contracted under 
the Commonwealth Litter Programme (CLiP) to examine 
policy options for waste management using the Polluter Pays 
and Extended Producer Responsibility principles. The CLiP 
research found nappies and organic material make up most 
of household waste. As a result, Vanuatu has taken steps 
towards banning disposable nappies and other items.

Pollution control: UOW has established a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the South Pacific Regional Environment 
Program. This program includes climate change resilience, 
environmental governance, island and ocean ecosystems, 
and waste management and pollution control. UOW research 
within this program includes scientific studies of Pacific 
Island lagoons and estuaries, marine pollution and soil 
resources, and waste management issues with particular 
emphasis on examining the agricultural use of waste 
materials.

MARITIME SECURITY

ANCORS provides advice and training on ocean issues and 
maritime security to over 50 countries and its maritime 
security capacity-building programs focus on three maritime 
regions: Southeast Asia, the Indian Ocean, and the South 
West Pacific.

Security exercises: ANCORS facilitates Maritime Security 
Desktop Exercises on behalf of the Australia Border Force 
and Maritime Border Command and this work has included 
an exercise held in Suva for the Government of Fiji. Such 
exercises are designed to improve understanding and the 
application of the Law of the Sea Convention, as well as 
facilitate maritime coordination and cooperation between 
agencies and departments.
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CONTACT

Canio Fierravanti 
Director, Government and  
Community Relations 
University of Wollongong 

Ph: (+61) 2 4221 5931 
E: caniof@uow.edu.au 

The University of Wollongong attempts to ensure the information contained in this publication is correct at the time of production (February 
2023); however, sections may be amended without notice by the University in response to changing circumstances or for any other reason. 
Check with the University for any updated information. UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG CRICOS: 00102E
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UOW WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK 
WITH GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY PARTNERS 
TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL OUTCOMES

HEALTHY AND RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

UOW works closely with Pacific communities and partner 
organisations to improve health outcomes and resilience of 
communities. Under the Pacific Catalyst partnership, UOW 
is also helping to shape institutional and legal mechanisms 
to ensure the rights of Pacific Islanders are recognised and 
supported.

Pacific food systems: A UOW-led international partnership 
funded by ACIAR is addressing a wide range of issues in 
the production, trade, acquisition and consumption in the 
Pacific region. Researchers at ANCORS’ Fish in Sustainable 
Food Systems are working with the Pacific Community (SPC), 
WorldFish, CSIRO and the Charles Perkins Centre at the 
University of Sydney to characterise Pacific agri-food systems, 
recommend action to improve local food environments, and 
support national policies to promote healthier and more 
diverse diets for residents. 

SUPPORT FOR TONGAN ATHLETES

In 2022 UOW was awarded a PacificAus Sports Competitive 
Grant to support promising young Tongan rugby players. 
Selected Tongan students will receive high-performance 
professional training through the UOW Crusaders Global 
Rugby Program while they pursue studies at the University. 
The UOW Crusaders Global Rugby Program is a professional 
rugby training program that UOW students can undertake 
alongside their studies. 

Fisheries law enforcement: UOW has been selected to 
facilitate a specialist International Fisheries Law Enforcement 
course, due to our reputation for expertise in the international 
law of fisheries management. The course has been attended 
by fisheries officials from the Marshall Islands, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Samoa, and Vanuatu.

EDUCATION AND STUDENT MOBILITY

UOW works to ensure that Pacific Islanders can develop the 
skills they need to lead a productive life, promoting economic 
growth and enabling mobility of skills and qualifications.

Institutional linkages: A Memorandum of Understanding 
has existed since 2009 between UOW and the University of 
New Caledonia (UNC) to include activities such as academic 
visits, joint research activities and publications, and exchange 
of undergraduate students. In 2022, UOW and the Fiji 
National University signed an agreement to collaborate and 
work together to enhance the student experience at both 
universities and assist in their learning. UOW also has links 
with the South Pacific Regional Environment Program.

New Colombo Plan: UNC has hosted several UOW students 
for their summer French language school, as well as for a 
multi-year, cross-disciplinary project led by UOW faculty 
members. Students have attended the UNC for language 
study, international studies, history, and science with a focus 
on impact on society. The studies are designed to emphasise 
language as a vehicle for understanding cultural differences, 
raising awareness of how current society is influenced by 
history. UOW has also sent New Colombo Plan Scholars on 
study abroad programs to the University of South Pacific in 
Fiji. UOW students have participated in a short-term mobility 
program in Fiji through third-party provider Project Everest.

Fish in Sustainable Food Systems PhD program: To date, 
nine PhD candidates and 10 Masters candidates from the 
Pacific are undertaking or have completed studies supported 
by the ANCORS coastal fisheries, food systems and fisheries 
innovation projects. Their studies will increase scientific 
capacity in the region.

Clinical placements: In the final year of the UOW medical 
degree, a number of students opted to undertake their 
elective clinical placement in the Pacific region pre-
pandemic. The Solomon Islands has been a popular choice 
for student electives in the past and with the resumption 
of international travel, links are expected to be rekindled 
between the local hospital and clinic and the UOW Graduate 
School of Medicine.

VANUATU LINK BENEFITS 
STUDENTS

In many developing nations 
across the Indo-Pacific 
region, people depend 
heavily upon small-scale 
coastal fisheries for 
nutrition, food security 
and livelihoods. The Fish in 
Sustainable Food Systems 
program at ANCORS aims 
to improve the wellbeing 
of those people and regularly has a cohort of about 10 
PhD students working in the space of coastal fisheries 
management.

One of these students is Jeremie Kaltavara and he is on 
track to be the first person from Vanuatu to gain a PhD 
in fisheries at UOW. This milestone is due in part to the 
long-term partnership between ANCORS and the Vanuatu 
Fisheries Department. 


