Capability Statement

Supporting Pacific
communities
The University of Wollongong (UOW)
understands the broader regional role that
Australia plays in supporting the Pacific.
Ranked in the top 200 universities in the world, UOW leads
the way in producing quality, accessible research that leads to
positive economic and social outcomes.
For many years, UOW has been helping communities in
the Pacific to more effectively manage maritime security,
improve food and economic security, incorporate sustainable
fishing operations and improve the management of coastal
and inshore fish resources.
We are also working to help provide solutions to other issues
affecting the Pacific, including climate change, sustainable
economic development, education, and building resilient and
healthy communities.
Initiatives at UOW’s Australian National Centre for Ocean
Resources and Security (ANCORS) are helping to improve the
wellbeing of Pacific island countries. ANCORS is Australia’s
only multidisciplinary university-based centre dedicated to
research, education and training on ocean law, maritime
security, and natural marine resource management. It
provides authoritative policy development advice and other
support services to government agencies.
The Centre’s Fish in Sustainable Food Systems research
program focuses on addressing food security challenges
through improved fisheries management, distribution and
fish-based innovations. The Fisheries Governance program
studies the management of human interaction with marine
environment, while the Ocean Law and Policy program
concentrates on improving marine legislation in the Pacific.
UOW’s Global Challenges Program harnesses the expertise of
world-class researchers to address complex problems, with
many researchers focusing on the Pacific under the themes
of Building Resilient Communities and Sustaining Coastal
and Marine Zones. Projects within these themes are working
to improve the resilience of communities against inequality
and discrimination, and support the development of a more
integrated approach to addressing undernutrition in children
and obesity in adults.
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The majority of work in the Pacific carried out by UOW’s
Centre for Critical Human Rights Research is in New
Caledonia and the Solomon Islands. Centre researchers
address a broad range of issues, including food security in the
Solomon Islands, and language use and language attitudes
in New Caledonia. The Centre, which brings together
humanities and social sciences researchers, is also involved in
providing a greater understanding and awareness of Pacific
communities in Australia.
More than 180 citizens of the Pacific Islands are UOW alumni
(graduates, exchange and honoraries). Many of these alumni
have experienced great success with the Australian Awards
Scholarships. The most popular areas of study include
Forensic Accounting, Fisheries Policy and research at the
doctorate level. In 2019, there were 82 students from Pacific
island countries studying onshore at UOW.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Lack of economic diversification, remoteness from major
trade centres, and strong gender inequalities characterise
many of the Pacific island nations. UOW recognises that
sustained development progress requires long-term
partnerships that encourage regional collaboration and
economic empowerment.
Blue Economy: Since 2012, ANCORS has been collaborating
with WorldFish and the Pacific Community on research
for development projects in the Pacific region. Current
projects focus on community-based fisheries, food security
and governance. These projects are funded from a range of
sources, but predominantly through the Australian Centre
for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and the
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). ANCORS
also provides capacity development for fishery agency staff
from the Pacific. This has been funded through the DFAT
Australian Award Fellowships. Research projects within
ANCORS encompass diverse aspects of the Blue Economy
including sustainable development of fisheries in the Pacific,
and the viability of deep seabed mining in the Pacific.

Market engagement: Work is being undertaken to examine
the challenges of community sustainability in the emerging
market economy of the Solomon Islands. This research
looks at the ways in which Solomon Islanders from Savo
Island engage with the Honiara Central Market, the largest
fresh food and vegetable market in the Solomon Islands.
It includes collecting data on produce sold and income
earned by farmers. Agriculture has been identified as the
most important sector of the Solomon Islands economy as it
sustains over 85 per cent of the country’s rural economy.
FISHERIES AND FOOD SECURITY

Coastal fisheries: Work by UOW researchers is helping to
build a stronger, coordinated approach to coastal fisheries
across the Pacific. Framed within the regional strategy A
New Song for Coastal Fisheries – Pathways to Change, research
is focused on understanding and testing the structures,
processes and capacity to implement and sustain national
programs of community-based fisheries management
in Kiribati, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. By order of
magnitude, The Pathways project is the largest presence
UOW has in the Pacific region. The five main objectives of
the Pathways project are: to strengthen Pacific institutions
to implement the New Song for coastal fisheries; to improve
and scale out community-based fisheries management
in Kiribati, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu; to improve
the opportunities and viability of livelihood diversification;
to increase social and gender equity in coastal fisheries
governance; and to promote food and nutrition security in
the Pacific. The ACIAR and DFAT project is led by ANCORS
and works with national agencies in Kiribati, Vanuatu and the
Solomon Islands, Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC)
and research organisations such as WorldFish. This project
is geared to have significant outcomes and produce high
quality research output.
Since 2014, Pathways and its precursor project (led by
WorldFish) have engaged with 134 communities and
established new fisheries management plans in 44 sites
with a further 18 under development. This work stands to
potentially benefit a population of over 30,000 residents in
these sites.
A new fishery monitoring protocol in Kiribati and Vanuatu
is measuring the ecological benefits of Community-based
Fisheries Management (CBFM) for the first time. Results are
showing more diverse captures and improved availability of
key species in project sites. The project has contributed to
new coastal fisheries regulations in Kiribati, coastal fisheries
strategic plans in Vanuatu and Kiribati, and a national CBFM
scaling strategy in the Solomon Islands.
Pacific Catalyst: To address fisheries governance challenges
in the Pacific, a partnership has been formed between
UOW, the University of the South Pacific (USP), Duke
University, Environmental Defense Fund and iTuna Intel. The
partnership is known as Pacific Catalyst and supports the
Pacific region’s ongoing work to enhance the sustainability
and value of marine resources while promoting employment
opportunities and food security.
Launched in 2017, this partnership provides a coordinated
approach to capacity building and regional leadership
development. Some of the outcomes envisaged include:

uow.edu.au

–

–
–
–

–

I mproved understanding of rights-based
management approaches and their adaptability to the
Pacific Islands context.
Better management outcomes for nearshore/coastal
fisheries.
Strengthening of subregional management programs.
Development of policies and solutions to management
challenges that are durable and support long-term
sustainability of the region’s fisheries.
Training the next generation of fisheries managers,
economists and social scientists in the region, with
support for the University of South Pacific to become
the hub of fishery management education and training
in the Pacific region.

Pacific Catalyst provides long-term policy guidance
and training to fisheries managers, scientists, students,
policymakers, community leaders and fishers.
OCEAN GOVERNANCE

ANCORS provides strategic and technical advice to Pacific
Islands delegations as they participate in regional fisheries
management negotiations, and the development of a new
global treaty to conserve biodiversity on the high seas.
ANCORS studies and develops innovation solutions to
support sustainable and equitable ocean governance and
resolve political stalemates over benefit sharing.
Ocean Nexus program: In April 2020, the Nippon
Foundation launched its new international research
partnership dedicated to supporting the development,
implementation and maintenance of sustainable and
equitable ocean management and communities. The
Ocean Nexus program, led by the University of Washington,
establishes inter-disciplinary teams from international
research institutions to collaborate on a 10-year program of
studies, courses and fellowships. The Ocean Nexus Program is
an international research partnership focused on developing
evidence-based approaches for a sustainable and equitable
ocean and society by creating fellowship programs, engaging
in interdisciplinary research, developing innovative ocean
networks, and effective science communication. Our scope is
global, but with particular focus on the Pacific Islands region.
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Securing the sustainable supply of coastal fish is recognised
as a critical political priority by national governments and
their regional organisations to provide needed economical,
cultural and nutritional benefits into the future.
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Illegal fishing: ANCORS has a formal collaboration with the
Japanese Fisheries Research and Education Agency (FRA)
and the global non-profit organisation Global Fishing Watch
to investigate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)
fishing. This collaboration is funded by the marine foundation,
Oceans 5, and brings together satellite technology and
machine learning, with research and policy expertise, to
strengthen fisheries governance, build transparency, and
support a sustainable future for the Pacific region’s fisheries.
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENT

Climate change is a risk multiplier that exacerbates
vulnerabilities in health, water, food, infrastructure and
economic systems in the Pacific.
GeoQuEST Research Centre: An interdisciplinary team
from the Faculty of Science, Medicine and Health and the
Faculty of Engineering and Information Sciences is focusing
on environmental and climate change. The centre brings
together researchers in atmospheric chemistry, geography
and geology, and environmental science and environmental
engineering. There is particular interest in pollutant transport
and transformation. Teams are carrying out a detailed
investigation of sugarcane production at Seaqaqa, Vanua
Levu and Fiji, including fertiliser use and management,
nutrient efficiency and impact of farmer activity. Members of
the Centre are also investigating the factors that affect reef
vulnerability in Isabel Province, Solomon Islands.
Waste management: Waste management is a particular
challenge in Pacific island countries. ANCORS has been
contracted under the Commonwealth Litter Programme
(CLiP) to examine policy options for waste management
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using the Polluter Pays and Extended Producer
Responsibility principles. With limited landfill area available,
the export of waste from the Pacific will continue to be an
important issue for future generations. The CLiP research
found nappies and organic material make up most of
household waste. As a result, Vanuatu has taken steps
towards banning disposable nappies and other items.
Pollution control: UOW has established a Memorandum of
Understanding with the South Pacific Regional Environment
Program. This program includes climate change resilience,
environmental governance, island and ocean ecosystems,
and waste management and pollution control. UOW research
within this program includes scientific studies of Pacific
island lagoons and estuaries, marine pollution and soil
resources, and waste management issues with particular
emphasis on examining the agricultural use of waste
materials.
MARITIME SECURITY

ANCORS is one of the world’s largest ocean policy, law and
maritime security research centres. The Centre provides
advice and training on ocean issues and maritime security to
over 50 countries and its maritime security capacity-building
programs focus on three maritime regions: Southeast Asia,
the Indian Ocean, and the South West Pacific.
Security exercises: ANCORS facilitates Maritime Security
Desktop Exercises on behalf of the Australia Border Force
and Maritime Border Command and this work has included
an exercise held in Suva for the Government of Fiji. Such
exercises are designed to improve understanding and the
application of the Law of the Sea Convention, as well as
facilitate maritime coordination and cooperation between
agencies and departments.
Fisheries law enforcement: UOW has been selected to
facilitate a specialist International Fisheries Law Enforcement
course, due to our reputation for expertise in the international
law of fisheries management. The course has been attended
by fisheries officials from the Marshall Islands, Papua New
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Samoa, and Vanuatu.
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Climate justice: In collaboration with researchers at the
Pacific Community, Conservation International and the
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency, ANCORS is studying
the potential impacts of climate change on Pacific island
states that depend heavily on the region’s tuna fisheries.
Climate-driven redistributions of tuna productivity
could significantly disrupt regional economies, reducing
critical revenue that fund Pacific hospitals, schools and
infrastructure, and undermining sustainable management
goals. Our collaborative research works with Pacific experts
to model and forecast potential impacts, and support the
development of innovative and flexible management systems
that mitigate climate impacts.

EDUCATION

New Caledonia link: A Memorandum of Understanding has
existed since 2009 between UOW and the University of New
Caledonia (UNC) to include activities such as academic visits,
joint research activities and publications, and exchange of
undergraduate students.
New Colombo Plan: UNC has hosted several UOW students
for their summer French language school, as well as for a
multi-year, cross-disciplinary project led by UOW faculty
members. For three consecutive years, about 20 UOW
students have attended the UNC for language study,
international studies, history, and science with a focus on
impact on society.
The studies are designed to emphasise language as a vehicle
for understanding cultural differences, raising awareness of
how current society is influenced by history. UOW has also
sent three New Colombo Plan Scholars on study abroad
programs to the University of South Pacific in Fiji. UOW
students have participated in a short-term mobility program
in Fiji through third-party provider Project Everest.
Clinical placements: In the final six months of the UOW
medical degree, students are able to undertake a clinical
elective in the Pacific. Since 2010, 47 students have chosen to
do so, with the most popular destination being the Solomon
Islands. Interest in placements in the Solomon Islands has
increased due to links between Graduate Medicine honorary
clinical academics and a local hospital and clinic.
HEALTHY AND RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

UOW works closely with Pacific communities and partner
organisations to improve health outcomes and resilience of
communities. Under the Pacific Catalyst partnership, UOW
is also helping to shape institutional and legal mechanisms
to ensure the rights of Pacific Islanders are recognised and
supported.
Healthy I-Kiribati: Within the A New Song, Pathways
project, UOW researchers are collaborating with a range of
institutions on an initiative that links fisheries governance
and human health in Kiribati. Healthy Reefs, Healthy I-Kiribati
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seeks to understand how coral reef health and effective
management can benefit human health. The long-term
aim of the initiative is to contribute to improved wellbeing of
I-Kiribati from Tarawa to the outer islands. This collaboration
directly supports the Kiribati Vision 20, which recognises
the fundamental importance of good health to realising
economic and social ambitions.
Improved nutrition: UOW is working with the Secretariat
of the Pacific Community (SPC), WorldFish, CSIRO and
the Charles Perkins Centre at the University of Sydney to
characterise Pacific agri-food systems, recommend action
to improve local food environments, and support national
policies to promote healthier and more diverse diets for
residents. Recognising that local, informal markets are
the backbone of rural economies and food networks, the
collaboration is analysing the roles of women and men in the
dynamics of bringing food to market and buying and selling
the produce.
Global Challenges: Global Challenges researchers at UOW
work within the themes Building Resilient Communities
and Sustaining Coastal and Marine Zones which both
include projects focused on the Pacific region. Much of
this work aims to improve the resilience of communities
against inequality, discrimination and vulnerability. The
project Mapping Indigenous Communities is examining
what activities indigenous communities in New Caledonia
are engaging in to sustain their cultural heritage despite
facing rapid changes. Researchers are investigating patterns
of language use and language attitudes in New Caledonia,
where French comes in contact with indigenous Melanesian
languages, and Tayo, a local French Creole and English the
global language of the Pacific.
Fish, Food Security is addressing undernutrition in children
and obesity in adults. It examines both direct benefits of fish
consumption to nutritional status as well indirect benefits to
nutritional status and food security improvements in fishing
livelihoods. The goal of this research will be to inform the
development of more effective and integrated interventions
to reduce household food insecurity, strengthen fisheries
and coastal management and further prevent noncommunicable diseases across the Pacific region.
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UOW works to ensure that Pacific Islanders can develop the
skills they need to lead a productive life, promoting economic
growth and enabling mobility of skills and qualifications.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Pacific Islander culture is integral to preserving and
protecting the natural and cultural resources of the region
and both are currently threatened by rapid economic, social
and environmental changes.
Indigenous heritage: Headquartered at UOW, the ARC
Centre of Excellence in Australian Biodiversity and Heritage
(CABAH) brings together 20 institutions and museums
worldwide to unlock the history of Australia, Papua New
Guinea and eastern Indonesia from 130,000 years ago
until the time of European arrival. The training program at
CABAH is fostering young researchers, with an emphasis on
Indigenous participation and support for female researchers.

UOW is working to help provide
solutions to issues affecting
the Pacific, including climate
change, sustainable economic
development, education, and
building resilient and healthy
communities.

Pacific archaeology: Research at UOW funded by the
Australian Research Council is helping to understand early shell
working in the Pacific, providing clues to settlement patterns.
Transpacific connections: Research at the Centre for
Colonial and Settler Studies focuses on connections between
New Zealand, Australia and Fiji. One of the Centre’s projects
examines the transformation of the Pacific Ocean as a
medium of mobility, connection and competition as rapidly
changing technologies of transport bridged the expanse
between Australasia and North America from the second half
of the 19th century.

UOW WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK
WITH GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY PARTNERS
TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL OUTCOMES
CONTACT

Canio Fierravanti
Director Government Relations
University of Wollongong

Ph: 02 4221 5931
E: caniof@uow.edu.au
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Supporting Pacific communities

This project includes researchers from three UOW faculties,
working with WorldFish and the Secretariat of the Pacific
Community (SPC).

