Capability Statement

Sporting
partnerships
The University of Wollongong (UOW) has
solid partnerships across a number of codes
and local sports competitions that strengthen
relationships within the wider community.
These partnerships also help develop programs which
combine sport with a world-class education to prepare
sportspeople for life after their playing careers.
The University has a proud sporting history, with many
students going on to compete at elite level. The Wollongong
Campus is also a training base for several professional teams,
including the St George Illawarra Dragons in Australia’s
National Rugby League competition.
UOW is providing more opportunities for people to further
their education by extending our reach through sport and
other sectors of the community.
We value the role that sport plays on our campuses and in the
development of healthy and resilient people.
UOW’s global sports programs invite players with promising
ability and potential to Wollongong. Players benefit from
professional coaching delivered by some of the world’s best
teams in their chosen sport, while gaining a world-class
education.
UOW has chosen to partner with clubs of the highest
quality, renowned for developing talent through authentic
and personalised coaching experiences maximising every
participants potential, not just as a player but as a confident
individual.

their academic timetable, and they will have opportunities
for selection to compete at a local, national and international
level (through the UOW football team).
With five days a week training, regular gym schedules and
other services provided, the Global Football Program will give
players the best opportunity to develop. With the regional
connections assembled, the program can give students the
best chance of training and playing with reputable teams of
all ability in the Illawarra region.
The program has dedicated staff in the areas of individual
strength and conditioning programs, customised fitness
programs, and specialist goalkeeper coaching.
Tottenham Hotspur played two matches as part of the
International Champions Cup (ICC) in Singapore and Shanghai
in July 2019. Alongside these matches, to support the
promotion of the UOW Tottenham Hotspur Global Football
Program, UOW offered coaching sessions with Tottenham
Hotspur’s leading international coaches to high school
students in each location.
Tottenham Hotspur is renowned across the globe for
developing talented young players for both Club and country.
This includes current first team players such as Harry Kane,
Dele Alli and Harry Winks. The club enjoys a strong and
growing presence in Australia and has nine official supporters
clubs including Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and
Perth.
CRUSADERS RUGBY PROGRAM

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR FOOTBALL CLUB

UOW will also foster the next generation of rugby talent in
the region through a new partnership with Super Rugby
champions the Crusaders.

The UOW Tottenham Hotspur Global Football Program is the
first of its kind, bringing together one of the world’s bestknown football clubs and one of the world’s best modern
universities.

The UOW Crusaders Global Rugby Program is an innovative
player development program that will bring Crusaders
coaches to UOW’s Wollongong Campus. This program will be
offered from 2021.

The program is a unique opportunity for students to study
at UOW’s Wollongong Campus while also developing their
football skills with training provided by coaches from English
Premier League (EPL) club Tottenham Hotspur.

The program will be taught by Crusaders coaches with
experience at the highest level and will cover all aspects of
rugby development.

It is open to applications from Australian and international
undergraduate and postgraduate students. As part of the
program, participants will undertake up to 20 hours of Global
Football Program content each week for 36 weeks around
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Open to male and female Australian and international
undergraduate and postgraduate students at UOW or UOW
College, the program will foster the next generation of
Rugby Union talent, helping participants achieve excellence
on the field and in the classroom. As part of the program,
participants will undertake up to 20 hours of training each
week for 36 weeks while they study, with training scheduled
around their academic timetable. They will also have
opportunities for selection to compete at a local, national and
international level.
The UOW Global Sports Program Manager, along with the
coaching staff, will assist participants in finding a local club
that is suitable for their level. UOW has built relationships with
many clubs in the region and will be able to find a club for all
levels of ability.
The Crusaders are world-renowned for their coaching success
and have a long history in player and coach development
with their Crusaders Academy in Christchurch and Nelson
New Zealand. The academy allows the Crusaders to mould
potential recruits into the best professional players they can
be. The club’s proven record at producing exceptional talent
speaks for itself: in each of the last three World Cup cycles,
the Crusaders have produced more All Blacks than any of the
other New Zealand Super Rugby sides.
The Crusaders’ highly successful International Rugby
Academy sees players and coaches coming to the academy
from all over the world including Japan, Argentina, Brazil,
South Africa, the United Kingdom and Canada.
BRADMAN FOUNDATION PARTNERSHIP

In 2020, UOW signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Bradman Foundation with the intention of developing a
global cricket program.
The Bradman Foundation is based in Bowral, New South
Wales. It owns and operates the Bradman Museum and
International Cricket Hall of Fame and manages Bradman Oval
where the young Don Bradman first learned to play the game.
The Bradman Foundation, a non-profit charitable trust,
was established in 1987 with the full support of Sir Donald
Bradman AC to promote cricket as a valuable cultural and
sporting force within the community.
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UOW has previously combined as education partner with the
Bradman Foundation to establish the Bradman Foundation
scholarship which was launched by cricket legend Adam
Gilchrist AM in India in 2012. Gilchrist has been UOW’s Global
Brand Ambassador since 2008.
The scholarship was part of a wider partnership agreement
between UOW and the Bradman Foundation to educate,
inspire and develop young people.
Many UOW students are from some of the largest cricketaspiring nations such as India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka and Nepal.
ELITE ATHLETE PROGRAM

The Elite Athlete program was relaunched at UOW in 2019
and is designed for students who take part in high-level
sporting activities and require support competing nationally
and internationally.
UOW is committed to helping these athletes perform to
their best ability academically while studying at UOW and at
the same time performing as an elite athlete in their chosen
sport.
UOW has signed a new Elite Athlete Education Network
(EAEN) Agreement with the Australian Institute of Sport. This
makes UOW an endorsed member of the EAEN, which helps
to support UOW elite athletes for the duration of their course
study.
The program is designed to make it easier for athletes to
transition from elite sport to a career they are passionate
about by providing the qualifications and skill sets needed.
The program at UOW currently has just over 50 athletes, of
which 17 are part of our Graduates of League Program. The
remainder are made up of cricket, swimming, athletics, alpine
ski racing, NPL, netball, triathlon, NBL, gymnastics, cycling,
surf lifesaving and archery. The Elite Athlete program also has
athletes representing Australia from non-categorised sports
such as ultimate frisbee, Oztag and mountain biking.
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The University has a
proud sporting history,
with many students going
on to compete at elite level.

Emily Arthur represented Australia at the 2018 Winter
Olympics in snowboarding and will represent Australia at the
2022 Winter Olympics. She is currently studying as part of the
Elite Athlete program.
A range of supports are available to registered elite athletes,
including the opportunity to apply for $30,000 worth of
scholarships, sponsored by the National Australia Bank.
This sponsorship began in 1987 and is one of the longest
running programs of its type. UOW offers a number of
sports scholarships and presents annual awards to students
excelling in sport.
GRADUATES OF LEAGUE

The Graduates of League (GOL) is a peer mentoring
program established to increase university entry, retention
and completion rates of elite athletes and professional
sportspeople.
The program was piloted in 2012, with the support of UOW,
the NRL and three NRL clubs and was relaunched in August
2019 with the signing of a new five-year MOU with the
National Rugby League (NRL).
The UOW GOL program provides contracted rugby league
athletes with assistance in applying and enrolling in their
preferred university program; peer mentoring each week
of the university semester; and university administration
support throughout their studies.
UOW GOL has supported 74 rugby league student-athletes
from five clubs and employed 93 peer mentors. As at June
2019, UOW GOL has celebrated 24 graduations on campus.

community programs, internships, promotions and facility
use. It also highlights the mutually beneficial relationship, and
opportunities, between the two organisations.
In 2018, UOW was announced as a foundation partner for the
Dragons’ inaugural NRL Women’s Premiership team, one of
four teams to compete in the elite NRL Women’s Premiership
competition.
There are currently eight Dragons players enrolled at UOW
studying a broad range of degrees, while UOW students
have the opportunity to gain practical experience within the
Dragons organisation.
The partnership between UOW and the Dragons
demonstrates that teaming sport and education encourages
students to strive and achieve across both disciplines. It
has been particularly relevant for those from Indigenous
and low socio-economic backgrounds who aspire to higher
education.
This has been achieved and demonstrated through the
partnership in the delivery of programs in primary and high
schools across the region.
UOW also played a key role with the Dragons in the
establishment of the Club’s inaugural Reconciliation Action
Plan (RAP) in 2018.
ILLAWARRA DIVISION RUGBY LEAGUE

In 2018, UOW College Australia and the Illawarra Division
Rugby League (IDRL) announced a joint sporting scholarship
aimed at assisting local rugby league players or volunteers in
achieving their education goals.

ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGONS

As part of a two-year agreement, UOW College is providing
financial support up to the value of $20,000 in course fees
to individuals demonstrating sporting success or significant
community service accomplishments.

National Rugby League team St George Illawarra Dragons
and UOW have a long-standing association, which has
mutually benefitted both organisations and the wider
community.

The scholarship is designed to recognise a player or volunteer
at the grassroots level who has demonstrated sporting
success or significant accomplishments in community
service for their club.

The Dragons and UOW initially formalised their association
through a Memorandum of Understanding in 2009.
This partnership has centred on collaboratively pursuing
positive outcomes through research, scholarships,
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Tayla Preston represented Australia in NRL in 2019 and is part
of the Elite Athlete program and studying at UOW.

WOLLONGONG WOLVES FOOTBALL CLUB

Wollongong Wolves Football Club and UOW College
Australia have joined forces in a player scholarship to help the
club sign talented Japanese midfielder Takeru Okada.
Takeru is the third international player brought to Wollongong
through a scholarship program with UOW College.
Following the initial signing of Yuzo Tashiro in 2017 and
Takuya Nozawa in 2018, UOW College has continued its
support for the club by providing Takeru with a scholarship
to participate in its General English Language course over a
period of 48 weeks.
Takeru’s role involves speaking at UOW College events,
welcoming new students and helping UOW College Australia
extend its international reach. He is also involved in the Wolves’
educational programs, which includes assisting players to
continue their education and have a career outside sport.
Meantime, UOW College Australia sponsors the team UOW
Motorsport and Greenacres Disability Services event Mountain
to Mountain Challenge.

Education pathways and financial support for academicallyfocused footballers are at the heart of a partnership
agreement between UOW and Southern Districts Rugby Club.
The partnership provides for a range of joint initiatives of
mutual benefit, including ongoing education pathways
advice for members of the club at both senior and junior
levels and opportunities for internships and work experience
for UOW students.
UOW also provides the Southern District Rugby Club
Scholarship to high-achieving players. The scholarship
contributes $3,000 towards the tuition fees of students who
are representing the Southern Districts Rugby Club.
SUPPORT FOR SOUTH COAST BLAZE NETBALL

UOW has developed a partnership with Netball Australia to
support South Coast Blaze, which debuted in the Netball
NSW Premier League in 2020.
The team’s inclusion in the competition has also been backed
by Illawarra, Kiama and Shoalhaven netball associations and
the Illawarra Academy of Sport.
The Blaze joins other new team Capital Spirit with the eight
existing franchises who also compete across both the Opens
and Under 23s divisions: Central Coast Heart, ERNA Hawks,
GWS Fury, Manly Warringah Sapphires, North Shore United,
Panthers, Sutherland Stingrays and UTS Sparks.
WORLD-CLASS TRAINING FACILITIES

UniActive at UOW is home to some of the best sporting and
fitness facilities in the Illawarra and meets the training needs
of individuals and sporting teams.

In 2019, there were over 645,000 visits to UniActive facilities.
Gym member visits over the 12 months from December 2018
totalled 300,000, of which 60 per cent were students, 15 per
cent community and 25 per cent UOW staff/alumni/non-UOW
students.
The High Performance Training Area in the Sports Hub is
home to a range of NSW Institute of Sport athletes, St George
Illawarra Dragons and the Illawarra Cutters rugby league team.
UOW ALUMNI SPORTING GREATS

Many sporting greats are UOW alumni and include:
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Melissa Asthon-Gerard (triathlon)
Brett Sayer (sailing)
Lachlan Chisholm (athletics/running)
Melissa Eastwood (indoor hockey)
Melissa Hoard (skeleton racing)
Michelle Jones (triathlon)
Tristan Knowles (wheelchair basketball)
Flynn Ogilvie (field hockey)
Branka Pupovac (wheelchair tennis)
Jenna Santoromito (water polo)
Mia Santomorito (water polo)
Jessica Smith (swimming)
Shantelle Thompson (Brazilian jiu-jitsu)
Tristan White (field hockey)
Michelle Wu (triathlon)

There is a Sporting Hall of Fame at UniActive, which features
more than 150 items of sporting memorabilia donated by
alumni and the UOW sporting community, including a
1988 bobsled race suit and Winter Olympic uniform from
Australia’s first ever bobsled team, along with medals won by
UOW students at the 2003 World University Games.

UOW demonstrates that
teaming sport and education
successfully encourages
students to aspire to tertiary
education and prepares
sportspeople for life after
their playing careers.

UOW WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK
WITH GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY PARTNERS
TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL OUTCOMES
CONTACT

Canio Fierravanti
Director Government Relations
University of Wollongong

Ph: 02 4221 5931
E: caniof@uow.edu.au
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SOUTHERN DISTRICTS RUGBY CLUB

It is recognised as a NSW Institute of Sport regional training
facility and has been used by the St George Illawarra Dragons
NRL team, Sydney Swans AFL team, the NSW Waratahs, the
Matildas Football Federation Australia team, as well as many
international and national swimming and triathlon squads
and visiting sports teams.

