Capability Statement

A global leader in
discovery and learning
The University of Wollongong (UOW) is a
global community of learners, researchers,
leaders and experts. We are leaders in
discovery and learning, working to transform
the world we live in.
We look at challenges, solutions, and promote interdisciplinary
approaches to sustainability. We focus on the needs of our
communities and empower people to achieve their goals.
A research-intensive university, UOW’s network of campuses
provides the grounding and global outlook required to address
issues of importance across all of our communities. We are
investing to enhance our campuses and align our facilities
to changing centres of population and emerging research
priorities.
In addition to our Australian metropolitan and regional campuses,
we deliver world-class teaching to students in the United Arab
Emirates, Hong Kong, China, Malaysia and Singapore.
UOW has formal agreements with more than 400 overseas
institutions in 46 countries spanning research collaborations,
teaching collaborations, credit arrangements, articulation
arrangements, study abroad and exchange programs and
offshore program delivery.
As the Australasian member of the University Global
Partnership Network (UGPN), UOW’s strong international
outlook is demonstrated by partnerships with peers and
industry, government and community-based organisations
across the world.
Ranked in the top 200 universities in the world, UOW
provides solutions that support emerging businesses and
transform existing industries by helping them to adopt
advanced technologies and innovative systems. We create
environments where entrepreneurship and innovation can
thrive so that research can be transferred into commercial
products and services.
A dynamic university recognised for our innovative spirit and
agility, UOW plays a fundamental role in driving social and
economic change in communities across NSW and Australia.
Generating over $2.5 billion in gross output annually, we are
leading locally by competing globally.
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Strategic partnerships between the University, entrepreneurs,
industry, business and government are accelerating
innovation and our transformative projects are reshaping
communities, research, education, healthcare and industries
for the future.
As part of the NUW Alliance (University of Newcastle,
University of NSW and UOW), we are helping to establish an
expanded innovation network to create new jobs and new
industries for NSW and Australia more broadly.
The NUW Alliance, together with Western Sydney University,
have signed a Statement of Intent with the NSW Government
to deliver a world-class higher education and research
presence in Western Sydney.
The proposed ‘Multiversity’ is planned to specialise in STEM
(science, technology, engineering and mathematics) and be part
of the Western Sydney Aerotropolis precinct at Badgerys Creek.
The four universities plan to create a ‘multiversity’ campus
with strong links to local industry, tailored vocational
education and training, and STEM-focused schooling.
With our communities, the University looks ahead to create
a positive future from the new opportunities that will arise
during challenging times ahead.
LEARNING AND THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE

UOW alumni form a vibrant global community of more than
160,000 leaders and innovators from 179 different countries.
UOW is upskilling employees, encouraging lifelong learning,
and producing graduates with the competencies required for
the jobs of the future.
We deliver student-centred, intellectually challenging
programs to the highest standard in technology-rich and
immersive teaching environments.
Our academic excellence is recognised globally and our
programs are relevant and industry-related with a strong
focus on encouraging creative and critical thinking, problemsolving and the development of leadership skills.
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The University has extensive partnerships across private,
public and community sectors locally, nationally and
internationally that facilitate work-integrated learning
experiences. The UOW Work-integrated Learning Plan
(WIL) was launched in 2017 with programs co-developed by
industry partners.
Hundreds of organisations are involved in supporting
students through opportunities in WIL, from Wodonga to
Bega, Canberra, the Southern Highlands, Nowra and Sydney.
In 2019, more than 1,730 students completed a subject that
involved an industry-based project, while more than 4,270
students completed a professional experience placement.
Programs such as WIL and the iAccelerate Centre business
incubator and accelerator are some of the effective ways
through which UOW is developing the human capital of our
communities and closing the gap between the demand for
and supply of skills in labour markets.
UOW has been recognised among the world’s best
institutions for teaching excellence, receiving a Spotlight
Award in the 2018 Global Teaching Excellence Awards. UOW is
the only Australian university to have been listed as a finalist
for the prestigious Global Teaching Excellence Award for two
consecutive years.
We are rated Australia’s leading public university for
undergraduate student experience (Quality Indicators for
Learning and Teaching 2020) and consistently rate in the top
200 universities in the world for the quality of our graduates
(QS Graduate Employability Rankings 2020).
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UOW has notched up 21 years of five-star ratings for our
educational experience in the Good Universities Guide
and ranked above all other NSW universities in five key
benchmarks in the 2021 edition.
UOW is committed to increasing access to higher education
and we have a proud history of working closely with our
communities to drive increased participation and attainment
among underrepresented groups.
In 2018, Australia’s higher education regulator, the Tertiary
Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA) confirmed
UOW’s accreditation for the maximum allowable period of
seven years to 2025, without conditions. TEQSA praised the
institution for our quality assurance performance, our staff,
and our commitment to Indigenous participation.
UOW is a leader in health research and education and offers
the only medical school in Australia with an admission
process that specifically targets students from rural and
regional backgrounds.

UOW is recognised
nationally and internationally
for the quality and impact
of our education, research
and engagement.

A global leader in discovery and learning

Our students are provided with an expanding workintegrated learning program and mobility opportunities such
as the Global Leaders Development Program (GOLEaD) to
enrich their experiences and build lifelong networks. There is
also the UOWx program, which is a co-curricular learning and
recognition initiative that records student experiences - such
as volunteering - that have contributed to their personal and
professional development.

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS DURING PANDEMIC

Students at UOW have been greatly impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. In addition to adjusting to online
learning, many are also dealing with the financial struggle
following job losses.

UOW is committed to helping our students through these
challenging times. In April 2020, we introduced the Financial
Assistance Grants Scheme. The scheme provides currently
enrolled onshore domestic and international students most
in need with the opportunity to access emergency funding
(that does not have to be paid back) to ease some of the
financial burden experienced as a result of COVID-19.

UOW’s Innovation Campus – an award-winning research
and commercial precinct – is home to a number of
our research institutes working in the development of
“intelligent” innovative materials with the potential to
regenerate damaged human nerves, the development
of superconductors that make energy transmission more
efficient, new techniques for sustainable building design,
maritime law and security, and innovative approaches to
health service delivery and policy.

Grants are available for impacted onshore domestic
and international students enrolled at any one of UOW’s
Australian-based campuses, including UOW College
Australia. As at 1 July 2020, 3,510 students have been eligible
for the grant.

The iAccelerate Centre is the Illawarra’s purpose-built business
incubator and accelerator and is a national leader in supporting
start-ups. The Centre fosters growth and innovation in
established companies, and provides pathways for researchers
to commercialise their ideas.

In Session 2, UOW extended a remote study bursary to all
domestic and international full fee-paying students who are
not enrolled in Commonwealth Supported Places.

Construction will soon begin on the Health and Wellbeing
Precinct at the Innovation Campus. At the heart of UOW’s
Health and Wellbeing Strategy, the Precinct is a project of global
interest as it will be Australia’s first intergenerational universityled community: a place for living, working, learning and growing
in an environment that supports complete physical, social and
mental health and wellbeing.

RESEARCH IMPACT

Researchers at UOW are taking on antimicrobial resistance
by tackling superbugs and stimulating nerves to prompt
conversations between vital organs to cure disease. They
are working to build resilient communities and achieve food
security in the Pacific. They are improving childhood learning
outcomes, rewriting the history of human evolution and
developing new battery technology for a more sustainable
future.
Research in next-generation manufacturing at UOW spans
3D printing, high-strength alloys, better battery materials,
bionic implants and nanomaterials, along with innovative
building materials. Researchers are also developing innovative
machinery like 3D printers, high productivity welding systems,
metal forming systems and autonomous robots.
Our initiatives are helping small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) engage with our researchers to develop
new technologies, innovative products and services, improve
business capabilities and engage in regional industry
collaboration.
UOW was ranked 31st in the world for social and economic
impact in the Times Higher Education University Impact
Rankings 2020. The rankings measure universities’ social
and economic impact based on their success in delivering
outcomes addressing the United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

The Precinct will include a primary and community health
clinic which offers truly integrated patient-centred healthcare,
aged care and retirement living facilities, and research and
teaching programs.
UOW’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy also includes
Molecular Horizons: A centre for molecular and life sciences.
Completed in 2020, the research facility houses a suite of
revolutionary technology including Australia’s most powerful
biological electron microscope. Such advanced technology
will help researchers in their work to solve challenges such as
developing new forms of antibiotics and curing cancer.
UOW’s major research entities include: the Australian
Institute for Innovative Materials (AIIM), Early Start, the
Illawarra Health & Medical Research Institute (IHMRI), SMART
Infrastructure Facility, Molecular Horizons, the Sustainable
Buildings Research Centre (SBRC), and the Australian
National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security (ANCORS).
For more details visit uow.info/research-institutes

UOW WELCOMES THE OPPORTUNITY TO WORK
WITH GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY PARTNERS
TO DELIVER EXCEPTIONAL OUTCOMES
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For our international students, the added stress of being
away from friends and family has also presented an
emotional challenge.

UOW’s Global Challenges Program encourages and develops
interdisciplinary research to help drive social, economic and
cultural change locally which is translatable across the globe.
From Wollongong, Vietnam, Brazil, Jakarta, Kiribati, Bhutan
to Antarctica, Global Challenges projects are far reaching
and its networks continue to multiply, with 600 researchers
collaborating on over 100 interdisciplinary projects.

