THE ANCHOR
A quarterly newsletter
I S S U E

2 6

O C T — D E C

2 0 2 0

Message from the Director
INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
The Malabar
exercises: India

1

Malabar exercises,
cont’d

2

Vale Sam Bateman 3
Retirements:
Myree Mitchell
Robin Warner

4

Nordic report
AOSIS report
Blue economy
virtual conference

5

2020 is not a year likely to be
recalled fondly in many quarters,
with the disruption and damage
wrought by the COVID-19
pandemic following close on the
heels of a devastating bush fire
season, which saw Wollongong
shrouded in smoke for many
weeks. The interruption of
international travel has forced a
change in ANCORS operations,
seeing an extensive travel
schedule for most staff effectively
erased by the middle of March.
ANCORS staff have embraced

the virtual, and in doing so we
have been able to engage in
conferences, participate in
international meetings, and
deliver education and training to
people all over the world.

different way of operating, that
will certainly be with us in 2021,
and is likely to remain to some
This was fortunate, as it has
meant the Centre’s finances were degree even when international
travel becomes possible again.
not substantially affected by the
Nevertheless, the impact of the
COVID downturn that has
COVID pandemic upon our
caused difficulties for the
friends and colleagues around
university sector, and we enter
the world has been of great
2021 in a strong financial
concern, and I wish everyone
position.
better days, in the form of a safe
It has also given us a window to a and happier 2021.
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This article, originally titled “Rebirth
of the quadrilateral Malabar:
Promises and portents for India”, is
first published in The Interpreter,
the Lowy Institute’s online policy
blog, on 28 Oct, 2020.
It is written by ANCORS PhD
Student Mr Prakash Gopal.
Lying at the south-eastern
extremity of the Indian
peninsula, the Malabar is a
serene, idyllic region at the
confluence of the Arabian Sea,
the Bay of Bengal and the Indian
Ocean. This region was once
the historical gateway for
maritime trade between India
and the rest of the world, until
the arrival of the Portuguese in
the 15th Century.

Long before the age of steam
and large cargo vessels,
maritime trade links extended
far and wide from the Malabar
region. It is therefore only fitting
for this region to have lent its
name to a series of naval
exercises that has “open and
prosperous Indo-Pacific” as its
guiding purpose.
blueprint of the future navy.
The Malabar series of naval
exercises started off in 1992 as
a modest, one-day exercise
between ships of the Indian and
US navies. Since then, it has
evolved into a complex annual
fixture with ships, aircraft and
submarines of the Indian, US
and Japanese navies exercising
alternately in the Indian and the
Western Pacific Oceans. In

2007, the exercise was
conducted twice, with the
second edition being
a multilateral naval exercise that
saw participation from Australia,
Japan as well as Singapore.
After much speculation and
anticipation, India extended an
invitation to Australia to
participate in the 2020 edition
of the Malabar exercise,
scheduled in November. While
Japan has been a permanent
participant in these exercises
since 2015, the decision to
invite Australia to complete the
Quad at Malabar is one that
India has been extremely
cautious in making.
(continued next page)
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Indian navy capability, continued
(Continued from p1)

HMAS Adelaide participates
in Exercise Malabar 2007, in
the Bay of Bengal. Caption
text: The Interpreter. Photo:
Department of Defence.

“As a country that
aspires to be a
regional power of
consequence,
India needs to be
able to make
tough choices in
defence of its
strategic
interests.”

Besides the possible economic
repercussions of antagonising
China – a risk common for all
Quad members – India is the
only Quad member that shares a
land border with China. This
border – the world’s longest
unsettled boundary – has
witnessed military escalation in
recent months at a scale not
seen since the last war fought
between these countries, in
1962.
The possibility of China using its
significant military advantage to
“punish” India for this
decision must weigh heavily on
India’s security and foreign
policy establishments. The
measured and somewhat belated
decision to include Australia in
Malabar 2020, however,
indicates India’s unwillingness to
allow the fear of Chinese
reprisal to constrain its
sovereign choices.
Recent moves to revive the
Quad and its collective
participation in the 2020 Malabar
exercise are undoubtedly in
response to China’s contentious
actions in the region. To that
extent, there is a dominant antiChina narrative that underpins
these decisions. But the larger
strategic motivation is also to
strengthen a collective response
to one state’s unilateral actions
that are detrimental to good
order and stability in the region.
From encroachment and
militarisation of features in the
South China Sea, to its increased
naval presence in proximity of
the disputed Senkaku/
Diaoyu islands, and the growing
provocations of its fishing militia
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across the region, China’s
actions in the maritime
Indo-Pacific have not been
adequately or effectively
countered.

spectacularly to Chinese
coercion, it is important for
India to stand strong. As a
country that aspires to be a
regional power of
Attempts to appease China have consequence, India needs to be
able to make tough choices in
only led to increased
defence of its strategic
belligerence and a disdain for
interests. By revitalising the
diplomatic avenues. India’s
recent experience in this regard maritime security dimension of
has been particularly unpleasant, the Quad, India has shown a
as Prime Minister Modi’s efforts willingness to confront
adversity. The manner in which
in establishing a personal
it develops and leverages all
rapport with President Xi
facets of its national power will
Jinping have failed to yield
determine its capacity to stay
desirable outcomes for India.
the course.
An expanded Malabar and
increased collaboration between
Quad countries may not reverse
or remedy India’s complex
issues with China. However, it
demonstrates India’s willingness
to discard its traditional
hesitation for multilateral
security cooperation under the
pretext of strategic autonomy.
India’s strategic interests are
being threatened by China, and
it has finally chosen a course of
action that may best serve to
defend those interests.
China’s reaction to the inclusion
of Australia in exercise Malabar
has so far been surprisingly
muted. Leaders of the four
Quad countries would be
prepared, however, for a strong
pushback from Beijing.
For India, the Himalayan winter
of 2020–21 may be particularly
challenging, as China is likely to
exert considerable pressure
along the long, mountainous
border. In all probability, Beijing
will use its significant diplomatic,
economic and military means to
derail this quadrilateral reunion.
Thirteen years after the first
version of the Quad succumbed
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Vale Commodore Professor Sam Bateman
School of International Studies
(RSIS) at Nanyang Technological
University, Singapore. He
remained an advisor to the
Maritime Security Programme at
RSIS for almost two decades,
splitting his time between
The Law of the Sea Australia and Singapore each year.
While his time in Singapore
courses
reduced over the years, he was
established by
Professor Bateman, first delivered still presenting seminars at RSIS in
his eightieth year.
in 1994, have been offered
continuously (with updates) ever
Sam’s deeply held sense of
since and remain popular today.
purpose was always evident. He
They have even been delivered
devoted his career to maritime
online as part of UOW’s short
security - both directly through his
courses offerings during the
naval service and then more
COVID-19 pandemic.
broadly as an internationally
renowned educator, academic,
Sam completed his PhD at the
University of NSW while Director commentator and strategic
advisor.
of the then Centre for

Prof Sam
Bateman was
honoured at
ANCORS’
25th
Anniversary
dinner last
year. Photo:
P. Jones

This article is originally an October
23, 2020 media release written by
Dist. Professor Stuart Kaye and
Andrew Herring at URL:
www.uow.edu.au/media/2020/valecommodore-professor-sam-batemanam-ran-rtd.php.
It is with sadness that the
University of Wollongong (UOW)
marks the passing of former
founding director of the Australian
Centre for Ocean Resources and
Security (ANCORS), Professor
Sam Bateman AM in Queensland
on Sunday 18 October 2020, aged
82.
Sam Bateman joined UOW after
retiring from the Royal Australian
Navy in 1993 at the senior rank of
Commodore, establishing the
Centre for Maritime Policy in
1994 as a joint venture between
the Navy and the University.
Aimed at providing academic
analysis and education in maritime
affairs, the centre quickly found
success largely due to Sam’s
extensive contacts and previous
studies within the Navy. His
initiative nurtured a partnership
that continues today.
The Centre for Maritime Studies
was renamed the Australian
Centre for Ocean Resources and
Security (ANCORS) in 2005 and
in its 26 years has educated

hundreds of naval
officers and other
maritime
professionals,
including the
current Chief of
Navy.

Maritime Policy and became a
prolific author, writing and editing
many books and academic journal
articles on maritime strategic
issues, particularly focused on the
East, South-East and South Asia
regions. Professor Bateman’s
written work will continue to
influence scholars in the field for
many years to come.
Professor Bateman established
links with several foreign
universities while at UOW,
building relationships that have
flourished and endured.
After retiring from the University
of Wollongong in 1999, Professor
Bateman stayed connected to the
University and ANCORS as an
Honorary Professorial Fellow for
the rest of his life.
In retirement, Professor Bateman
remained active in academic
affairs, beginning what proved to
be a long and productive
association with the S. Rajaratnam

Professor Bateman remained in
high demand as a conference
speaker, media commentator and
advisor right up to the time of his
passing. His contribution to UOW
and ANCORS was celebrated at
ANCORS’ 25th anniversary dinner
in October 2019.
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Myree Mitchell retires
After 26 years, and having been
at the heart of ANCORS since
its foundation as the Centre for
Maritime Policy, ANCORS’
Administrator Mrs Myree
Mitchell retired at the end of
November 2020.

ANCORS Director
Prof Stuart Kaye and
Myree share a laugh at
a recent farewell tea.
Photo: R. Davis.

During Myree’s tenure, first
CMP and then ANCORS grew
steadily. She absorbed the
increasing activity with
enthusiasm, good humour and
attention to detail. She always
took great pride in her work,
being thorough and efficient,
while at the same time
developing an idiosyncratic filing

system from scratch that
could be relied upon to locate
virtually any document
generated during the Centre’s
history within a matter of
minutes.

It was not for nothing that she
was nicknamed the “mother”
and then the
“grandmother” (after the birth
of her first grandson Louis) of
the Centre.

Myree acted as a source of
support and comfort to a
generation of PhD and
Masters students who studied
at ANCORS. Many were from
overseas and often far from
home, and she provided
reassurance and a level head
to help solve the problems
which, when amplified by
home-sickness, seemed
insurmountable.

Myree’s contribution to
ANCORS was honoured at the
25th Anniversary celebration in
2019. She will be keenly missed
by everyone at ANCORS, but as
she and Len will remain in the
Illawarra in retirement, there
should be opportunities for
visiting the Centre on a
regular basis.

Professor Robin Warner retires
Robin Warner retired from the
University on 27 November
2020. She joined ANCORS in
2007 after enjoying successful
careers with Royal Australian
Navy and the Commonwealth
Attorney-General’s Department.

After 7 years with the
Attorney-General’s
Department, during which time
she also completed a PhD at the
University of Sydney, Robin
made the move to ANCORS to
pursue an academic career. She
was immediately successful,
In the former role, she was a
serving officer for more than 20 securing an Australian
Postdoctoral fellowship with the
years, rising to the rank of
Captain within the Legal Branch. Australian Research Council,
with a project working on
She held a number of posts,
including the ADF’s Director of mitigating the impacts of climate
change on the oceans.
International Law, in which her
efforts did much to highlight the This work also helped to steer
fundamental importance of
Robin’s research course into
international law to operations. the future, with engagement
She also was Head of the ACT
with the then new United
Navy legal panel, one of the
Nations-sponsored initiative to
busiest Reserve panels in
protect areas of the ocean and
Australia, providing valuable
seabed beyond national
support to Defence Legal.
jurisdiction (BBNJ process).

Professor
Robin Warner
retires
after a long and
accomplished
career in the
Navy,
government,
and
academia.

In Robin’s second career, with
the Attorney-General’s
Department, she was appointed
an Assistant Secretary in the
International Law section, having
responsibility for all Australia’s
extraditions, incoming and
outgoing. The responsibility
attaching to such a significant
area of law is obvious.
THE
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Her writing and conference
presentations in this field had
immediate impact, and she was
quickly seconded by DFAT to
join Australia’s delegations
through the various phases of
the process. Robin’s work
within and around the BBNJ
process has been highly
influential and she has been

much in demand at conferences
and workshops around the world.
Robin has been an outstanding
legal educator and researcher,
and she has positively influenced
the lives of many students,
including successfully supervising a
number of PhDs. She was
appointed Deputy Director of
ANCORS in 2015, and has been a
source of wise counsel to her
academic colleagues throughout.
Demonstrating her adaptability
and level head, she also served
short and effective terms as Head
of the School of Humanities and
Social Inquiry and Associate Dean
(Research) of the Faculty of Law,
Humanities and the Arts, filling
vital positions while wider
reorganization was taking place.
Robin will continue her
association with ANCORS in
retirement. She has been
appointed an Honorary
Professorial Fellow of the
University, and will still supervise
her current PhD students and
engage in other projects with the
Centre from time to time.
- Dist. Prof. S Kaye
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Nordic report outlines elements of a new global agreement for plastics

ANCORS Lecturer Dr Karen
Raubenheimer is the lead author
of a recently launched report
Possible elements of a new global
agreement to prevent plastic
pollution. It is co-authored by
UMass Boston’s Niko Urho.
The report was requested by the
Nordic Ministerial Declaration of
April 2019. It has been submitted
as a potential global response

option to be
considered in
discussions by the
fourth meeting of the
Ad-hoc Open-ended
Expert Group on
Marine Litter and
Microplastics (AHEG
-4). These
discussions will feed into the fifth
meeting of the UN Environment
Assembly to be held in February
2021 and February 2022.
A floating
plastic bag in
a UK
harbour.
Photo:
seegraswiese,
Wikimedia
Commons

The report builds on growing
momentum for international
action to combat plastic pollution
and provides the first details of what
the objectives, strategic goals and
implementing mechanisms of a

possible new global agreement could
be. It recognises marine litter as a
symptom of this complex problem,
instead focusing on the design of
plastic products across the global value
chain, thus going beyond simply closing
the gaps in the current international
and regional legal framework.
Four strategic goals and three core
commitments are suggested, and a
number of supporting measures are
also discussed.
The report and thematic summaries
covering the suggested core
commitments, amongst other
materials, can be viewed at
www.nordicreport2020.com.
-Dr K. Raubenheimer

AOSIS report investigates science capacity in small island developing states
A report for the Alliance of Small
Island States (AOSIS), Science in Small
Island Developing States: Capacity
Challenges and Options relating to
Marine Genetic Resources of Areas
Beyond National Jurisdiction, was
launched on 24 November by
Ambassador Janine Felson of
Belize, the Deputy Chair of AOSIS.
The report was led by ANCORS/
Nippon Foundation Ocean Nexus
Post-Doctoral Fellow Dr Harriet
Harden-Davies and consultant Dr
Marjo Vierros, alongside an expert
advisory panel including: Judith
Gobin (Professor, University of West

Indies), Marcel Jaspars (Professor,
University of Aberdeen), Angelique
Pouponneau (CEO, Seychelles
Conservation and Climate
Adaptation Trust) and Katy Soapi
(Research Scientist, Fiji).
The report investigates the scientific
capacity challenges facing Small
Island Developing States in relation
to marine genetic resources of
areas beyond national jurisdiction
and proposes options to address
such challenges through a new treaty
for biodiversity beyond national
jurisdiction.

The launch event featured comments
from the Deputy Permanent
Representative of Norway, and the
Permanent Representatives of Portugal
and Kenya to the United Nations,
alongside a distinguished panel of
experts.
Press release: www.aosis.org/2020/11/24/
international-framework-for-laws-governingdeep-sea-depends-on-the-technologicalreadiness-of-small-island-states/

Summary for policymakers:
www.aosis.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/
Summary-for-policymakers-_final-formattedv1.pdf

- Dr H. Harden-Davies

ANCORS co-hosts blue economy and finance virtual conference
In November, ANCORS cohosted a virtual conference, Blue
Economy and Blue Finance: Towards
Sustainable Development and Ocean
Governance. The conference was
jointly hosted by the Asian
Development Bank Institute
(ADBI), Ocean Policy Research
Institute, The Sasakawa Peace
Foundation (OPRI-SPF) and Ocean

Affairs Council (OAC).
A number of ANCORS staff and
students participated in the twoday conference. Director
Professor Stuart Kaye gave one of
the opening remarks and Prof
Alistair McIlgorm, Dr Karen
Raubenheimer and PhD Student
Dominique Benzaken were
discussants in separate topical

sessions relating to blue economy
co-benefits and synergies, policies to
support circular economies for
plastic waste, and sustainable finance,
respectively. Dr Michelle Voyer
chaired a session on Blue Economy
governance.
The presentations will now be
collated into a ADBI a special journal
issue or book for release in 2021.
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Alumnus appointed Human Rights Commissioner of Maldives
In September, ANCORS
Alumnus Dr Ahmed
Dr Abdulla was Adham Abdulla was
one of three
appointed Human Rights
people recently Commissioner at the
appointed to the Human Rights Commission
Human Rights
of the Maldives. His letters
Commission of
of appointment were
the Maldives.
administered by the
Photo: President’s President of the Maldives
Office Maldives
His Excellency Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih.
Dr Abdulla obtained his

PhD in Law from ANCORS in
2012, and in a recent email to
the Centre he credits his time
at ANCORS as having played
an important role in
supporting him to reach this
professional milestone.
Congratulations Dr Abdulla,
and all the best in this
important new role.
For the official press release,
see: presidency.gov.mv/Press/
Article/23642

ANCORS research features strongly in UOW SDG Report
Part of this article is from a
December 2 UOW media
article by Ben Long at URL:
www.uow.edu.au/media/2020/
report-details-uows-contribution-toun-sustainable-developmentgoals.php

sustainable future for everyone.

Below Water.

The University of Wollongong
(UOW) has released a report
summarising how its activities
and initiatives are contributing
towards the achievement of the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).

Research projects supporting
SDG 2 include: fish, food and
security; sustainable food
systems and fisheries in the
Pacific islands; communitybased coastal fisheries
management in the Pacific
UOW’s commitment to the
Islands, and regenerative
SDGs was recognised in the
Times Higher Education University agriculture in Australia.
ANCORS activities, and its
Impact Rankings 2020, where it
existence as an UOW institute,
was ranked 31st in the world
based on its success in delivering dominate UOW’s performance
outcomes addressing the SDGs. in support of SDG 14.

The 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,
adopted by all United Nations
Member States in 2015,
provides a shared blueprint to
achieve a better and more

ANCORS research and
researchers feature prominently
in 3 of the 17 SDGs, according to
the report: SDG 2: Zero Hunger;
SDG 6: Clean water and
sanitation, and SDG14: Life

As an SDG educational
signatory, UOW is a member of
the Australia, New Zealand and
Pacific Network of the
Sustainable Development
Solutions Network (SDSN).

Finally, ANCORS researchers
are supporting SDG 6 in a
project that looks at novel
ways to reduce micro-plastic
pollution.

Announcement: 2021 AMSA Postgraduate scholarship
The Australian Maritime Safety
Authority (AMSA) is Australia's
national agency responsible for
maritime safety, protection of
the marine environment, and
maritime aviation search and
rescue.
The AMSA Excellence in
Maritime Policy Postgraduate
Scholarship will be awarded to
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a student undertaking the oneyear Master of Maritime Policy
to analyse the legal, political
and operational factors that
contribute to the development
of the law of the sea and
maritime policy, with the aim of
devising solutions to gaps in
legal and policy frameworks.
Scholarship applicants must be

an Australian Citizen or
Australian Permanent
Resident.
The closing date for
applications is
21 February 2021.
For more information, go to
URL: https://
scholarships.uow.edu.au/
scholarships/search?
scholarship=2181.
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ANCORS sends off 2020 Masters cohort with farewell tea
2020 was a particularly
challenging year for ANCORS
Masters students, all of
whom are international.

Prof Alistair
McIlgorm
with the
2020
Masters
cohort.
Photo: R.
Davis

them on their way with a small
farewell tea in November.
All the best to (pictured, left):

- Jasmina Giouba
- Constance Rambourg
- Ravi Tissera
- Chaidech Chantarasena
- Anantha Tharmalingam
- Adi Murdianto
Fortunately, social
- Matthew Ellis (Not Pictured,
gathering restrictions
Grad Cert).
have eased sufficiently
A belated congratulations to
that ANCORS was able to
Roddy Allisop (not pictured),
congratulate them for their hard who graduated mid-year with
work and dedication and to send a Masters in Fisheries Policy.
However, they rose to
the challenge and tackled
a number of COVIDrelated adversities to
complete their studies.

Upcoming courses and events
ANCORS’ professional short courses
are still running in 2021!
However, they are now all being
delivered online, in response to health
and travel restrictions related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
There are five courses on offer:
-Fisheries Management
-International Fish Trade
-International Fisheries Law
-Law of the Sea
-Maritime Regulation and Enforcement

All courses will run online for three weeks each starting:
-1 March 2021
-3 May 2021
-2 August 2021
-1 November 2021
To register, or for more information, go to URL:
www.uow.edu.au/ancors/courses-degrees/short-courses/
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Innovation Campus
University of Wollongong
Squires Way, North Wollongong
NSW 2522, Australia
Phone: +61 2 4221 4883
Fax: +61 2 4221 5522
Email: anica@uow.edu.au
Web: www.ancors.uow.edu.au
Find us online: www. ancors.uow.edu.au
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/groups/6670195

We want to hear from
you!
Send your articles, comments
and suggestions to the Editor:
brookec@uow.edu.au

Who We Are
ANCORS is Australia’s only multidisciplinary university-based centre dedicated to research, education and training on ocean
law, maritime security and natural marine resource management. We also provide authoritative policy development advice
and other support services to government agencies in Australia and the wider Indo-Pacific regions, as well as to regional and
international organizations and ocean-related industry.
Disclaimer
The views expressed by Newsletter authors are their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of ANCORS or of UOW more broadly.

Announcements and Celebrations
All the best to you and yours this holiday season, and
best wishes for a happy, healthy and productive 2021!
Happy Birthday to Myree, Anna, Aurélie, Dirk, Itty, and
Candice!
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Want to receive this Newsletter? Subscribe to our electronic mailing list at http://eepurl.com/bysM-v

