
 
You are invited to a Legal Intersections Research Centre Seminar 

This Prison Where I Live: Uncovering Gender and Identity in the Carceral 
 

Date: Wednesday 21 May 2014 
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Location: Research Hub, Building 19, Room 2072B 
RSVP: Online by 19 May 

Refreshments will be served 
Free event 

LORANA BARTELS, Associate Professor, University of Canberra 
 
Abstract: This paper will paint the contemporary picture of Indigenous women in custody in Australia. It 
presents and analyses data available on prisoner numbers, imprisonment rates, age, sentence length, offence 
type and recidivism. The paper then considers some of the characteristics of Indigenous women in Australian 
prison, including their physical and mental health, their role as mothers, and their exposure to family violence. 
The implications of Indigenous women’s (over) representation in prison and the circumstances of their 
detention are also examined. 
 
Biography: Lorana Bartels is an Associate Professor in the School of Law and Justice at the University of 
Canberra and an Honorary Associate Professor in the Faculty of Law at the University of Tasmania. She holds 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Laws and Master of Laws degrees from the University of NSW, a Doctor of 
Philosophy from the University of Tasmania and a Graduate Certificate in Legal Practice from the College of 
Law. Lorana has previously worked in a range of criminal justice research and policy positions at the Australian 
Institute of Criminology, Australian National University, NSW Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, NSW 
Attorney-General’s Department and NSW Public Defenders Office. She is a member of the ACT Law Reform 
Advisory Council, the ACT Law Society Criminal Committee and the Australian and New Zealand Society of 
Criminology Committee of Management. Her key research interests are sentencing law and the treatment of 
women and Indigenous people in the criminal justice system. 

ELENA MARCHETTI, Professor, University of Wollongong 
 
Abstract: There were 11 Indigenous females who died in custody and whose deaths were investigated by the 
Australian Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC).  The RCIADIC is one of the most 
comprehensive inquiries conducted about Indigenous Australians, and it is often cited to support the 
introduction of Australian Indigenous justice policy reforms.  This paper describes the lives (as both victims and 
offenders) of the 11 females whose deaths were investigated by the RCIADIC.  The inquiry was initially 
established to examine if the state’s practices in prisons and watch-houses contributed to the 99 deaths, which 
were investigated. This paper will document how the deceased females arguably became invisible as both 
victims and offenders in favour of the Indigenous males who had died in custody, despite the fact that the 
inquiry attempted to include a racialised perspective.  The paper concludes by comparing the 
recommendations of the Manitoba Aboriginal Justice Inquiry, a Canadian inquiry that took place around the 
same time as the RCIADIC, and which, at the time, was able to adequately consider the difficulties facing 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1P_0TA4Gd2tdrsC9bCJowssWEoX7-_ytv7zYT4xwUn3c/viewform?usp=mail_form_link


Canadian Aboriginal women when confronted by Manitoba justice system.  This intersectional race and gender 
analysis illustrates that without proper consideration the needs of racialised women will remain unmet when 
having to contend with criminal justice and legal processes. 
 
Biography: Elena Marchetti joined the Faculty of Law at the University of Wollongong as a Research Professor 
in May 2011.  In 2009, Elena (with Professor Kathleen Daly and Dr Jackie Huggins) was awarded a five-year 
ARC Discovery Grant and Research Fellowship to research the use of Indigenous sentencing courts in 
sentencing partner violence offenders.  Elena’s other research interests include Indigenous and feminist 
critiques of justice processes, and access to justice for minority groups.  She has extensive knowledge of 
speciality courts, particularly those involving Indigenous offenders and is the author of a number of articles, 
chapters and reports in the areas of Indigenous justice, and intersectional race and gender analyses of legal 
processes. 

LUIS GOMEZ ROMERO, Lecturer, University of Wollongong 
 
Abstract: Michel Foucault once wrote that justice and punishment are the oldest problems ever addressed by 
political philosophy. They certainly are among the most difficult and complex political problems: while the 
power to punish expresses ultimate authority, it also reveals a gap between ideal and pragmatic in political 
orders. Punishment is an attempt to reconcile disordered realities or citizens with an ideal orderliness that is 
imposed over the bodies and minds of those who are punished. Punishment therefore provides a strong 
catalyst for reflection upon the prerogatives of state power and the vulnerabilities of citizens before this 
power. The potential of punishment for mirroring the whole political order constitutes prison –supposedly the 
most benevolent form of punishment that political modernism could conceive– in a central political and 
jurisprudential theme. 
 
Prison can be defined as a combination of scarcity in space and abundance in time. These ontological 
coordinates set penitentiary discipline as particularly hostile to any form of art: the ordinary rhythms of prison 
life are determined by the noise of metal clashing against metal or pungent voices of command contained and 
multiplied between solid grey walls. Poetry in prison is therefore an authentic revolutionary activity whose 
affection for pure linguistic forms disrupts penitentiary normalcy and subverts its disciplinary backdrop. 
Spanish poet Miguel Hernández, who served in the Republican Army during the Spanish Civil War, fully 
accomplished this rare revolutionary feat. In 1939, Hernández was captured and imprisoned by Francisco 
Franco’s fascist regime. He continued writing in prison until his death from tuberculosis in 1942. Hernández’ 
poetry continues to challenge today the very idea of the carceral through a deeply ethical expression of care 
that disrupts traditional masculinity by refusing to silence the voice of the poet for the love of his wife and his 
infant son. 
 
Biography: Luis Gómez Romero joined the School of Law at the University of Wollongong in June 2013. Prior 
to this, Luis developed a postdoctoral research project at the Institute for the Public Life of Arts and Ideas 
(IPLAI) at McGill University (2011-2012). In 2009, Luis finished his Ph.D. in jurisprudence at the Universidad 
Carlos III de Madrid with a dissertation titled “Fantasy, Dystopia, and Justice: Harry Potter's Saga as an 
Instrument for Teaching Human Rights.” Before commencing his academic career, Luis contributed with 
several political organizations in defining the terms of a reform of penitentiary regimes in Mexico (1999-2001). 

 
 


