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SugarGlider at UOW. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

A number of nocturnal animal species can be seen at
the Wollongong Campus.

BIRDS
Tawny Frogmouth

Tawny Frogmouth (Podargus strigoides) is active at
night but can be seen during the day. They are well

camouflaged and their diet consists of insects such as

moths as well as worms and snails.

Tawny Frogmouth. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

Southern Boobook Owl

The Boobook owl (Ninox novaeseelandiae) feed on
insects and small mammals. They have a distinctive
“Mopoke” call.

Southern Boobook Owl. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

Barn Owl

Barn Owls (7Tyto alba) feed mostly on small mammals
as well as insects, frogs and lizards.

Barn Owl. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

MAMMALS
Brush-tailed Possum

Brush-tailed possums (7richosurus vulpecula) are
common. They are the size of a domestic cat with a
bushy tail and sharp claws for climbing trees. They
are most active at night and feed on leaves, flowers
and fruit and use their front paws to hold their food.
They are very territorial.

Brush-tailed Possum. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle
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Sugar Glider

Sugar Gliders (Petaurus Breviceps) are about the size
of a rat with blue- grey fur and a dark stripe down the
middle of its back. They are able to glide about 50

metres and feed at night on nectar, pollen and insects.

Sugar Glider. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

Brown Antechinus

The Brown Antechinus (4ntechinus stuartii) is a
marsupial mouse. Its tail is the same length as it’s
body and is sparsely haired. They eat insects, spiders
and centipedes.

Brown Antechinus. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle
Grey Headed Flying Fox

Grey Headed Flying Fox (Pteropus poliocephalus) is
a vulnerable species. It feeds on nectar, pollen and
fruits.

Grey Headed Flying Fox. Photograph courtesy of A Wardle

INTRODUCED SPECIES

There are also introduced species that are known to
visit the campus including the Rusa Deer and the
European Fox. Rusa Deer are herbivores that are
native to Indonesia and cause considerable
environmental damage in Australia. European Foxes
are carnivores that prey on ground nesting birds and
mammals and were introduced to Australia in 1800’s.

References
Birdlife Australia (nd) Birds in Backyards website.

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (2014) Brush-tailed Possum webpage.
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/TheBrush-tailedPossum.htm_Accessed
18/09/2017

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (2014) Gliding Possums webpage
/www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/GlidingPossums.htm_Accessed 18/09/2017

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (2014) Grey-headed flying fox- profile
webpage www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10697.
Accessed 18/09/2017

Australian Museum (2017) Brown Antechinus webpage
https://australianmuseum.net.au/brown-antechinus. Accessed 18/09/2017

Contact

Facilities Management Division
Environment Unit

environment team@uow.edu.au

Website:

environment@uow.edu.au
Facebook: UOWSustainability

UNIVERSITY
OF WOLLONGONG
AUSTRALIA

The University of Wollongong attempts to ensure the information contained in this publication is correct at the time of production (July 2020); however, sections may be amended
without notice by the University in response to changing circumstances or for any other reason. Check with the University for any updated information.

UNIVERSITY OF WOLLONGONG CRICOS: 00102E
Printed on 100% recycled paper.


mailto:environment_team@uow.edu.au
https://australianmuseum.net.au/brown-antechinus
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspeciesapp/profile.aspx?id=10697
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/GlidingPossums.htm
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/animals/TheBrush-tailedPossum.htm

	Nocturnal Animals at UOW
	BIRDS
	Tawny Frogmouth
	Southern Boobook Owl
	Barn Owl
	Barn Owls (Tyto alba) feed mostly on small mammals as well as insects, frogs and lizards.

	MAMMAls
	Brush-tailed Possum
	Brown Antechinus
	Grey Headed Flying Fox

	Introduced Species


