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IEA EBC Annex 96 

Grid-Integrated Control of Buildings 
 
 

3rd Expert Meeting 6th – 7th Oct 2026 
 
 

University of Wollongong, Australia 

 

Venue: LKM Theatre, AIIM (Australian Institute for Innovative Materials) Building, Innovation Campus, 6 
Puckey Ave, North Wollongong, NSW 2522 
 

 Contact Information of Hosts and Organizers: 

Professor Zhenjun Ma 
Director of Sustainable Buildings Research Centre 
University of Wollongong, NSW 2500 
Tel: + 61 02 4221 4143 
Emai: zhenjun@uow.edu.au 

Ms Rachael Hornby 
Administration Assistant 
University of Wollongong 
Tel: +61 2 4239 3789 
Email: icdies-admin@uow.edu.au 
 

 
 

Summary Agenda 
 

  

6th Oct  9:00 – 18:00 
 

• Overview talks 

• Australian industry session 

• A96: Working Sessions  

• International developments 

• Annex Dinner 

7th Oct, 8:30 – 16:00 
 

• A96: Working Sessions  

• Summary and next steps 

• ICDIES conference networking event, lab tours (optional) 
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Tuesday 6th Oct, 2026 (09:00 - 18:00) 

 

Registration & coffee  8.30 onwards 

Introductory Plenary  9:00 – 10:30 

9:00-9:10 Welcome & administrative matters                        Zhenjun Ma UOW, Australia 

9.10-9.15 Meeting introduction and agenda                           Subbu Sethuvenkatraman, CSIRO Australia 

9.15-9.30 Introductions  

9:30-9:45 Overview of IEA EBC                                             André Neto Bradley, IEA EBC UK Exco member 

9:45-10:00 Annex 96 overview and status                                   Rongling Li DTU, Denmark 

10:00-10:30 Energy use and flexibility in buildings –   

 A policy perspective                                                 Stanford Harrison, DCCEEW Australia 

10:30- 11:00 Coffee break 

Australian developments in grid integration and flexibility    11:00 – 12:30 

 

11:00-11:30 Australia’s electricity system transition journey: Hamish Mckinze, Grattan institute  

 

11:30-12:00 Price signal-based flexibility : learnings from Ausgrid pilot Project Edith : Andy Dunne, 
Ausgrid  

  

12:00-12:30 Standardisation and interoperability in Australia: Peter Kilby, Drafting lead AS5438 

12:30-13:30  Lunch Break 

Working Session 1 :                 13:30 – 15:00  

Activity B2/B3: Grid Emulators and Common Exercise Gregor Henze and Zoltan Nagy 

15:00-15:30  Coffee Break 

Working Session 2 :                   15.30 :16.45    

Activity D3: Flexibility Industry Roadmap                                                Josef Haber and Ioannis Paraskevas 

 

International developments in grid integration and flexibility    16:50 – 17:50  

 

16:50-17:20 The potential for distributed heating and cooling loads to provide scalable flexibility to  
power markets , Olivier Sartor, Voltalis, France  

17:20-17:50 How Mercury Consortium Unlocks Trusted Demand Flexibility On A Global Scale:   

   Alan O’Donnell, Mercury Consortium  

 

18 :00  :   University shuttle bus /make your own way to restaurant 

18:30  - 21.00  Dinner at Harbourfront Seafood Restaurant, 2 Endeavour Dr, Wollongong (pre booking 

required) 

=== End of Day 1 === 
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  Wednesday Oct 7th, 2026 (08:30-16:00) 
 
 
Working Session 3:   8:30 – 10:30   

 

Activity A1: Reference Scenarios & Market Fit                                            Hussain Kazmi 

Activity A2: Information Models Dimitrios Rovas 

Activity A3: Device Communication Fatima Amara 
 
10:30 – 11:00 coffee Break 

 
Working Session 4 :   11:00 – 12:15  
 

Activity B1: Stochastic Forecasting and M&V                                  Shahab Tohidi and Hussain Kazmi 

Activity D1: Case Studies and Dissemination                                    Virginia Gori 

Activity D2: Owner & Occupant Experience Rui Yuan and Richard Carmichael 
Activity D3 : Industry roadmap exercise learnings  Josef Haber and Ioannis Paraskevas 

 
12:15 – 13:15  Lunch Break 

 
Working Session 5 :  13:15 – 15:15 

 

Activity C1: Flexibility Technologies  Zhenjun Ma 

Activity C2: Site Assessment Tools  Laurent Georges 

Activity C3: Time of Use Carbon Assessment Emilio Palacios-Garcia 

Activity C4: Testing in Test-bed Buildings                                                   Sara Willems and Burak Gunay 
 
 15:15 – 15:30  Coffee break  

 

Concluding  Session       15.30 to 16.00 

15:15–15:35 Subtask leaders summary (5 min each) Subtask Leaders 
15:35–15:50 Closing comments/ Other updates  Subbu Sethuvenkatraman 
       
16:00  Close/ICDIES registration /lab tours 
 

=== End of Meeting === 
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Appendix A: LOGISTICS FOR THE MEETING 

Registration 

Register and pay for the events at: https://conference.uow.edu.au/digital-intelligence-for-energy-

systems/#d.en.391234 

Costs/ payment instructions 

Payment for the various events is via the registration website. 

Event Price* 

Registration fee: Annex 96 Expert Meeting  AUD200 

Optional Dinner AUD130 

IEA Annex 96 + ICDIES 2026 Early Bird (15 July 2026- Midnight AEST) AUD800 

IEA Annex 96 + ICDIES 2026 Standard AUD900 

* GST exclusive 

Meeting Venue 
 

Venue for Meetings (all two days)  

The meetings will be hosted at Leon Kane-Maguire (LKM) Theatre, AIIM (Australian Institute for Innovative 
Materials) Building, Innovation Campus  

Address: 6 Puckey Ave, North Wollongong, NSW 2522. 

 

Venue for Dinner (6 October 2026) 

The dinner will be held at Harbourfront Seafood Restaurant, 2 Endeavour Dr, Wollongong NSW 2500. You 
can take the free Gong Shuttle Bus (Route 55C) from the Innovation Campus to the Wollongong Harbour 
stop, followed by a short 3-minute walk to the restaurant. More details can be found in the below section.  

Local Transport from Wollongong Hotels to UOW Innovation Campus 

The most convenient public transport option from hotels in Wollongong to the UOW Innovation Campus is 
the Free Gong Shuttle Bus, routes 55A and 55C. 

https://annex96.iea-ebc.org/
https://conference.uow.edu.au/digital-intelligence-for-energy-systems/#d.en.391234
https://conference.uow.edu.au/digital-intelligence-for-energy-systems/#d.en.391234
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The Free Gong Shuttle operates as a loop service connecting Wollongong city centre, Wollongong railway 
station, Wollongong Hospital, UOW main campus, Fairy Meadow, local beaches, and the UOW Innovation 
Campus. Delegates staying in Wollongong city centre or near Wollongong railway station can walk to the 
nearest Free Gong Shuttle stop and take either route 55A or 55C, depending on the direction and timing of 
the next service. A Screenshot showing details of bus stops can be found towards end of this document. 

Delegates should alight at the Innovation Campus stop on Squires Way, then follow the campus signage to 
the meeting venue. 

Service frequency: Weekdays: approximately every 10 minutes from 7.00 to 18.00 and every 20 minutes 
from 18.00 to 22.00. The timetable can be found via https://www.premierillawarra.com.au/shuttle.html. 

Alternative options: Taxi and rideshare services, including Uber, Illawarra Taxi Network, and 13cabs, are also 
available for travel between Wollongong hotels and the Innovation Campus. The journey from central 
Wollongong is usually short, typically less than 10 minutes. For those who prefer to walk, the Innovation 
Campus is approximately a 30–40-minute walk from Wollongong City Centre. 

 

Visitor Information 
Travel Logistics: 

The nearest international airport to Wollongong is Sydney Kingsford Smith Airport (SYD). You should arrange 
your flights to Sydney, Australia, using the airport code SYD, and ensure you hold a valid visa before entering 
the country. It is also recommended to review the current travel requirements and any recent travel 
advisories before departure. 

Upon arrival in Sydney, you can reach Wollongong by train, or private airport transfer, or by taxi. 

By Train 

Trains operate to and from Sydney Domestic and International Airport stations between 5:00 am and 
midnight, seven days a week. The train stations are located directly beneath the airport terminals and can be 
accessed by following the airport signage. 

Steps to reach Wollongong 

https://annex96.iea-ebc.org/
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• Take the train from Sydney Airport and change at Wolli Creek Station or Central Station. 
• From Wolli Creek or Central Station, transfer to a South Coast Line train towards Port Kembla, 

Dapto, Kiama, or Bomaderry. Alight at North Wollongong Station or Wollongong Station, depending 
on the location of your hotel. 

• If you arrive at Wollongong Station, walk to Crown Street and take the free Gong Shuttle Bus 55A or 
55C to the stop nearest your hotel. 

• If you arrive at North Wollongong Station, you can take the free North Gong Shuttle to the University 
of Wollongong’s main campus on weekdays and then use the free Gong Shuttle Bus 55A or 55C to 
your hotel. 

• To catch a train, you will need to get an Opal card or purchase an Opal single ticket. You can also 
pay using a contactless credit or debit card or mobile device to pay an Adult Opal fare. 

Note: The Transport for NSW Trip Planner provides scheduled train times. Search for a journey from the 
“International Airport” or “Domestic Airport” to “North Wollongong Station” or “Wollongong Station”. 
Alternatively, using Google Maps is convenient and precise while commuting on public transport. 

Private airport transfer - Leisure Coast Limousine Service 

You can book your travel to Wollongong prior to your arrival by Airport Transfer Service provided by Leisure 
Coast Limousine Service  

For more details, please visit Leisure Coast Limousine website (https://www.getuthereshuttles.com.au/). 

Accommodation suggestions in Wollongong 

Wollongong has a variety of accommodation to suit every traveller, from modern hotels and serviced 
apartments near the city and beaches to boutique and coastal stays. Many are close to the University of 
Wollongong, the Innovation Campus, cafés, restaurants, and the waterfront. We have negotiated exclusive 
discounted rates with the following hotels. These special rates are available when you book using the 
designated ICDIES 2026 conference booking arrangements. More details can be found on the ICDIES 2026 
conference website. 

• Novotel Wollongong Northbeach, https://www.novotelnorthbeach.com.au/, Address: 2/14 Cliff Rd, 
North Wollongong NSW 2500. Just 2.0 km to the meeting venue, with convenient access to the free 
Shuttle Bus 55A (approximately 4 minutes to the Innovation Campus). Use code: 2610SECOND.  

• Sage Hotel Wollongong, https://www.nexthotels.com/sage/wollongong, Address: 60-62 Harbour St, 
Wollongong NSW 2500. 3.8 km to the meeting venue, with convenient access to the free Shuttle Bus 
55A (approximately 15~20 minutes to the Innovation Campus).  Use code: PAR20 

• Quest Wollongong, https://www.questapartments.com.au/properties/nsw/wollongong/quest-
wollongong, Address: 59-61 Kembla Street Wollongong New South Wales 2500. 3.1 km to the 
meeting venue, with convenient access to the free Shuttle Bus 55A (approximately 15 minutes to the 
Innovation Campus). Use code: Events 

• Other accommodation options can be found on the ICDIES 2026 conference website. 

Visas 

To find out whether, depending on your citizenship, country of long-term residence and the duration and 
reasons for your stay, you need a visa to enter Australia, see the Australia Government Department of 

https://annex96.iea-ebc.org/
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Home Affairs website at https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/ or check with your local Australian Embassy or 
other diplomatic representative before your travel. 

The rules change regularly, so you should check you have the most up to date information for your trip. 
Visa processing times can be lengthy, so we strongly encourage all participants to apply as early as 
possible. 

To obtain a visa support letter, please contact: 

Ms Rachael Hornby 
University of Wollongong 
Tel: +61 2 4239 3789 
Email: icdies-admin@uow.edu.au 
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