
UTS CRICOS 00099F  
23618 DECEMBER 2020  
IMAGES: KWA NGUYEN

F
O

LD
F

O
LD

FOLD

FOLD

Get in touch
uatuni.uts.edu.au 
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(02) 9514 1084

For parents and carers

Guide to higher education



How to pay for university
The cost of university will depend on:

 – The course your child wants to take

 – What scholarships they are eligible for

 – Whether they are considered a local or 
international student

Universities list tuition fees on their website, or 
will send out information by mail.

Commonwealth Supported 
Places
If your child is an Australian citizen, Australian 
permanent resident, or a New Zealand citizen, 
their degree will be subsidised by the Australian 
government. This is called a Commonwealth 
Supported Place (CSP).

The student pays the remainder of the tuition 
fees in a ‘student contribution’. There are 
student loans available to cover these tuition 
fees – see HECS-HELP below.

If your child is classed as an international 
student, their tuition fees will be higher and they 
will not be eligible for certain scholarships or 
the government’s HECS-HELP scheme. You can 
check your child’s residency status through the 
Australian Department of Home Affairs.

HECS-HELP loans
If your child is an Australian citizen, permanent 
resident, humanitarian permanent resident, or is 
enrolled in a CSP, they can also apply to borrow 
the amount of their student contribution through 
HECS-HELP (Higher Education Contribution 
Scheme-Higher Education Loan Program).

This loan doesn’t need to be repaid until your 
child is earning above a certain amount. There 
are no fees or interest on the loan.

Visit studyassist.gov.au to find out more.

What happens after Year 12?

What’s the ATAR?

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Ranking (ATAR) is a number 
between 0 and 100. It represents the rank of your child’s HSC 
results compared to all students who sat the HSC that year. 
Universities use the ATAR to determine which students they take 
into their courses.

What university courses are 
on offer?

Find out at: uac.edu.au 

Centrelink benefits

To find out if your child is eligible to receive Centrelink payments and support, visit the Centrelink 
website, or your local Centrelink office.

Choosing the best option
What your child does after finishing high 
school should be based on what jobs and 
careers they are considering, what they are 
interested in, and what they are good at. 

Students do not need to have a career 
in mind when they finish school. Many 
people switch between different careers 
throughout life.

Help your child choose what’s best for them 
by encouraging them to:

 – Talk to others about their options

 – Explore what jobs and careers connect 
with their interest and abilities

 – Seek out work or volunteer opportunities

 – Look at courses in areas they are 
interested in 

 – Keep an open mind

How to apply for university
Your child will need to apply through the 
Universities Admissions Centre (UAC).

You can apply online at uac.edu.au

Your child can choose up to five degrees they 
want to study. They will be offered a place in 
the first degree for which they meet the ATAR 
requirement. Before applying, your child must 
know the name of the degree they want to apply 
for and the universities that offer them.

Important

 – Applying via UAC is essential in order to 
attend a university in Australia.

 – Once your child has applied, they can edit 
their application – add or remove courses – 
up until the application deadline.

 – There is an application fee when you apply 
through UAC. Ensure your child’s application 
is submitted on time, as there is an additional 
fee for late applications.  

 – If your child misses out on applying this year, 
they can apply with the same ATAR mark the 
following year.

There are three options 
for higher education in 
Australia:
1. University study

University courses will let your child earn a 
bachelor’s degree in their field of choice. Many 
jobs require a degree to apply, from engineering 
to teaching to law. Most courses take three to 
five years to complete. We encourage your child 
to complete their HSC and apply for university 
after high school.

2. Vocational Education and Training 
(VET) study

VET courses are offered by TAFE and some 
private colleges. They will see your child 
graduate with a certificate or diploma. A VET 
qualification is usually designed to prepare 
students with skills to work in a specific industry.

3. Apprenticeships and cadetships

Apprenticeships combine work experience 
with a Certificate of Proficiency or Completion 
(through registered training organisations like 
TAFE). Cadetships are combined employment 
and training programs offered to school leavers 
by large organisations and companies such as 
the Australian Defence Force, or the Police and 
Emergency Services.

Getting into uni
If your child missed out on the degree they wanted, there are still 
options available. 

Admissions pathways are an alternative way to be considered for 
entry into a university degree that assesses criteria other than an 
ATAR i.e. TAFE qualification, STAT test, Limited ATAR or study at 
another university.

Admission schemes acknowledge different experiences and 
circumstances that have impacted your child’s ability to achieve the 
ATAR they need for a degree. Admission schemes apply adjustment 
points to your child’s ATAR or other qualification rank to increase their 
chances of selection into a degree.

Educational Access Schemes (EAS) help students that may have 
been impacted by disadvantage. This could be financial hardship, 
sickness, or English language difficulties. Check to see if your child is 
eligible to apply to university through EAS by visiting the UAC website 
uac.edu.au/eas

At UTS, if your child is eligible for EAS through UAC they can receive 
up to 10 ATAR adjustment points through our scheme – inpUTS. 

If you think your child may be eligible for one of these admissions 
pathways or schemes at UTS, please get in touch to find out how to 
apply. Contact us at equity@uts.edu.au or 9514 1084.

Scholarships
A scholarship is financial support offered to 
students who qualify under certain criteria. They 
can cover all or part of their university fees, and 
some also cover costs such as accommodation. 
Scholarships are not loans and do not have to 
be repaid.

Scholarships fall into two categories:

 – Equity scholarships – available to students 
who are struggling to meet the cost of 
studying at university or those who have 
experienced disadvantage.

 – Merit scholarships – available to students 
who show high achievement in academic 
study. 

Visit the UAC website to find out about the types 
of scholarships that may be available for your 
child. UTS also has a searchable online database 
of scholarships should your child choose to 
study with us – uts.edu.au/scholarships


