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Council. During this time he served on a number of committees. He
was a foundétion member of the Union Board of Management and continyed
to serve on this body until the end of last year. ‘

Edgar Beale was appointed a member of the Council of the University
of Wollongong on its inception on lIst January, 1975, He was e1ECted
Dgputy Chairman of that first University Council. Today he, Cﬂntlnues
to serve on Council; he is also the Chairman of Council' 5 Ceremonlals
Committee and itg Buildings and Grounds Committee and a member of j,.
Legislation Committee,

Edgar Beale has given generously of his tim; and professional
knowledge in the service of the University; he ha; also won esteep
for his historical studies. His life of the Australian explorer
Edmund Kennedy has been acclaimed as an important contribution to
the body of Australisn history. Further, he islacknowledged as one
of the leading authorities on the history of the Illawarra region op
which he has publlShEd many Papers and articles. Indeed, he speaks
with' conviction on SIgnlficant aspects of local history. Those who
are aware of it will recall in particular his spirited explanation
of the origin of the name "Wollongong", He has heen a megber of the
Illawarra Historical Society Council for about thirty years. During
that time: he has had Papers published in severai historieal journals

as well as in the Australian Encyclopaedia and the Australian Dictionary

of Biography. He recently wrote the text for Rigby's Illawarra
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Sketchbook whi;h was released late in 1976 and has already sold
out,

Edgar Beale has long been active in many community aéd
cultural activities. He is a member and past Pre51dent of Legacy;
he is the President of the ABC Concert Subscribers' Commlttee'
President of the Wollongong Symphony Orchestra Management Commlttee
and Honorary Secretary of the Illawarra Grammar School Counc1l

Deputy Chancellor, it is with pleasure that I Present to you
Edgar Bealé, a man who has given unstintingly of his time and energies
in the service of the now University of Wollongo;g, a2 man who is an
acknowledged historical authority particularly of fhis Illawarra
region which his family helped in no small way to settle, and a man
who has worked for the social and eultural advancement of this area,

for admission to the degree of Doctor of Letters, Honoris Causa.



