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Chancellor, I present t o you Sir Ian ~1unro ~1cLennan . 

Chancellor , today t he University honours Sir Ian as a man who, 

over a period of almost half a century , has made outstanding 

contri buti ons to the industria l and public life of Australia . 

Aft er graduating in El ectrical Engineering in 1932 from the 

University of ~1clbourne, Sir Ian joined the Broken Hill Proprietary 

Company Lt d . in 1933 a s a Cadet Engineer . His steady rise to eminence 

included several years of service at t he Port Kembla Steelworks and 

residence in the Illawarra . He became General Manager of B.H . P. in 

1950 , a Director in 1953, Managing Direct or i n 1967, and Chairman in 

1971 , an office which he relinquished on 30th November last year . 

An i ndication of the breadth of Sir Ian's professional interests 

is shown by his member ship of a wide r ange of institutions 1-li th in 

Australia, t he U.S.A . and Great Britain . These include : Austral ian 

Institute of Mining and Metallur gy , Institution of Engineers Aust ral ia, 

Inst i t ution of Production Enginee rs, Australian Institute of Management , 

Austra l i a n Institute of Met a ls, Institute of Directors , American 

Insti tute of Mining, Metallurgical and Petroleum Engineer s , a nd the 

Metals Society (Gr eat Britain) . An indi cat ion of the stature of his 

attainment is given by his appointment as foundation President of the 

Australian Academy of Technological Sciences. 
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Sir Ian's standing 1vi thin the busi ness community is indicated by 

his Chairmanship of BHP-GKN Hold i ngs Ltd., of the Australia and Ne1v 

Zealand Banking Group Ltd . and of Tubemakers of Australia Ltd., his 

membership of the International Council of ~!organ Guaranty Trust 

Company of Ne1v York and a Directorship of ICI Australia Ltd. 

Sir Ian has thus distinguished himself in his career as a leader 

of industry in Australia and, in particula.r, in the f i e l ds of mining 

and metallurgy . This distinction h"as recognised by the Queen when he 

was made a Knight Commander of the British Empire (KBE) in 1963 "For 

Services to Industry". 

The University of Wollongong 01ves much to the support of the 

citizens and industries of our region. Sir Ian, as a senior member of 

one of our most significant local industries, was a lways vitally interested 

in the development of the Wollongong University College and honoured us 

by opening the first stage of the University Union in 1965. The 

continuing support from the community which the University currently 

enjoys is a heritage of the ear ly work of Sir Ian and other publ i c-minded 

citizens like him . 

Chancellor , Sir Ian McLennan is in every sense a leader of i ndustry; 

a man who has been pre- eminent in public lif e in Australia, and who 

act i ve l y encouraged and supported the establ ishment and development of 

the Wo l longong University College. It is wit h pleasure that I present 

him to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Science, Honoris Causa . 


